
ROCKFORD BOARD OF EDUCATION
November 11, 2024 - 5:30 PM

Agenda
CALL TO ORDER

MOMENT OF SILENCE/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA

RECOGNITION
1. Meadow Ridge Blue Ribbon Recognition
2. Middle School Student of the Month
3. MASL Media Specialist and Administrator Recognition

ACTION ITEMS – CONSENT AGENDA

1. Minutes from the October 14, 2024 meeting
2. Presentation of bills in the amount of $13,071,955.02
3. Athletics Donations totaling $2,500
4. Boys Basketball donation of $1,250
5. 2023-2024 Salary Schedules
6. 2024-2025 Salary Schedules
7. Certified Staff Resignation
8. HS Winter Coaches

NEW BUSINESS

1. Fall Policy Update – 1st reading
2. Health Insurance Changes
3. Certified Staff Recommendation
4. Insulin Opt-In Resolution

REPORTS

1. Student Representative Report
2. Collaborative Reports
3. Committee Reports
4. Rams XII

RECOGNITION OF VISITORS AND HEARING OF PEOPLE PRESENT 

SUPERINTENDENT REMARKS

ADJOURNMENT

Accommodations:

Any person with a disability who needs accommodation for participation in these meetings
should contact the Superintendent’s Office at 616.863.6557, at least five days in advance of the 
meeting.



Meeting Minutes – Regular Meeting
October 14, 2024

Date I time Monday-October 14, 2024 I 5:30 p.m.
Location Administration Boardroom

Meeting called to order with a moment ofsilence and the Pledge of Allegiance by President Folsom

In Attendance

Board of Education: Tricia Anderson, Jarrod Folsom, Kelley Freridge, Barbara Helms, Jake Himmelspach, 
Nick Reichenbach
Regrets: Christie Ramsey

Administration: Dr. Steve Matthews, Mike Ramm, Allison Clements, Jodi Nester.

Adoption of Agenda

Motion to approve agenda by Kelley Freridge with support by Tricia Anderson.  Trustee Nick Reichenbach 
made a motion to amend the Agenda with support by Barb Helms.  There was discussion regarding adding 
Secondary Student Transition Plan should be added to the Agenda.  The motion to amend the agenda did 
not pass.  Trustee Reichenbach and Trustee Helms both voted yay.  Trustee Anderson, President Folsom, 
Vice President Freridge and Treasurer Himmelspach voted nay.

Recognition

A video was played honoring the Middle School students of the month.  

Consent Agenda

Motion to approve by Jake Himmelspach with support by Nick Reichenbach. The motion passed unanimously. 

1. Minutes from the September 9, 2024 meeting.
2. Athletics Donation of $7,500
3. Sideline Cheer donations totaling $4,000
4. Football donation of $5,100
5. Boys Soccer donation of $3,000
6. Boys Basketball donation of $5,000
7. Girls Basketball donations totaling $2,000
8. Presentation of bills in the amount of $10,107,032.56
9. Winter Coaches
10. Banking Approvals
11. City of Rockford Lease Agreement Amendment
12. Certified Staff Resignations
13. Fall Extra Duty Assignments



New Business 1. Rockford Freshman Center Bid Approval 
Jared Goss discussed the bid process and submitted bids for projects at the Rockford Freshman Center.  
Motion to by Kelley Freridge with support from Nick Reichenbach.  Motion passed unanimously.  2. Certified Staff Recommendations/Personnel Report 
Dr. Matthews updated the board on two new hires for Rockford Public Schools.  Motion to approve 
by Kelley Freridge with support from Tricia Anderson. 

 

Reports 
 

1. Student Representative Report 
Student Representative to the Board, Brookyln Schmuchter updated the Board regarding things 
happening at Rockford Public Schools. 

2. Collaborative Reports 
Mindy McGinn, Parkside Elementary Principal gave a report on things happening at the Elementary 
level.  It has been a great start to the school year! 

East Rockford Middle School Principal, Adam Burkholder reported on things happening at the 
Secondary Level.   

3. Committee Reports 
Kelley Freridge gave a report on the HR Committee meeting.   

Jake Himmelspach gave a report on the Finance Committee meeting. 

Tricia Anderson gave a report on the Finance Committee meeting.  

4. Student Achievement Report 
Assistant Superintendent of Instruction, Mike Ramm gave a presentation regarding Student 
Achievement. 

5. RAMS XII Report 
Dr. Matthews gave an update on the RAMS XII strategic plan.  

 
Recognition of Visitors & Hearing of People Present – Public Comment 

 

Audience Participation.  No action taken.

 
 

 

Superintendent Remarks 
 
Dr. Matthews gave updates regarding current things happening in the district. 

 

Adjournment 
 

President Folsom adjourned the meeting at 6:55 p.m. 
 

 

Recording Secretary Secretary, Board of Education 



BBOARD REPORT ON DISBURSEMENTS
    

  DATE:  10/7/2024 11/4/2024

PAYROLL

GENERAL FUND NET PAYROLL 8 & 9 3,017,855.54
FOOD SERVICE 8 & 9 87,124.28
ATHLETIC FUND 8 & 9 218,667.85

TOTAL  ALL FUNDS 8 & 9 3,323,647.67

ALL FUNDS:
FEDERAL TAX          $ 333,878.99
SOCIAL SECURITY TAX-MEDICARE TAX $ 706,297.66
STATE TAX                $ 163,697.58
TOTAL $ 1,203,874.23

$ 4,527,521.90

BLUE CROSS INSURANCE $ 38,152.15
NVA/NATIONAL VISION   $
BLUE CROSS DENTAL $ 78,351.45
MESSA (VSP/MED/ LIFE) $ 900,920.81
NATIONAL INSURANCE SVCS(L TERM DISABILITY $ 17,543.69
RETIREMENT PAYROLL  $ 1,932,460.87 $ 2,967,428.97
                

UTILITIES:
DTE ENERGY 7,180.02
CONSUMERS ENERGY $ 98,918.03

BP ENERGY  (BULK FUEL) $ 805.68 $ 106,903.73

BAL ON  GEN FUND CREDIT CARD # $ $ 0.00
                                                                                                                                                                                                         
MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY 115,016.50$                                  
MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY 228,792.50$                                  

$ 343,809.00
   

TOTAL OF ABOVE $ 7,945,663.60
BALANCE OF TOTAL GENERAL FUND 564,179.47
SINKING FUND REG CKS 22,450.00
SINKING FUND ACH CKS 502,177.90
SINKING FUND CREDIT CARD 0.00
2023 BOND REG CKS 501,931.11
2023 BOND ACH CKS 2,896,962.12
2023 BOND CREDIT CARD 28,642.06
GENERAL FUND ACH CKS 0.00
GENERAL FUND CREDIT CARD 609,948.76
TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS 13,071,955.02











Human Resources Department
Dr. Korie Wilson-Crawford, Assistant Superintendent 

350 N. Main Street Rockford, MI 49341
Phone: 616.863.6554 Fax: 616.863.6355

www.rockfordschools.orgrg

Memorandum
To: Board of Education
From: Dr. Korie Wilson-Crawford, Assistant Superintendent of Human Resources
Date: November 11, 2024
Subject: 2024-2025 Employee Resignations

Lisa Hutchins Speech Pathologist Special Services 10/31/2024





Human Resources Department
Dr. Korie Wilson-Crawford, Assistant Superintendent 

350 N. Main Street Rockford, MI 49341
Phone: 616.863.6554 Fax: 616.863.6355

www.rockfordschools.orgrg

Memorandum
To: Dr. Steven Matthews, Superintendent
From: Dr. Korie Wilson-Crawford, Assistant Superintendent of Human Resources
Date: November 11, 2024Subject: 2024-2025 HIGH SCHOOL EXTRA DUTY WINTER COACHING
RECOMMENDATIONS

SPPORTT POSITION NAME 
BASKETBALLL (BOYS) Head Coach Kyle Clough

JV Coach Jeff Grauzer
Freshman Coach Nicolas Duba

BAASKETBALLL (GIRLS)) Head Coach Bradley Wilson
JV Coach Brian Hendricks
Freshman Coach Sarah Barnett

BOWWLINGG Boys Head Coach Brandon Engstrom
 Girls Head Coach Jerome Tarabek
 
COOMPETITIVEE CHEERLEADINGG Head Coach MeLisa Milanowski
 JV Coach Gabrielle Berry
 Freshman Coach Kelly Brown
 
DANCE--VARSITY Head Coach Amanda Carfagnini
 
GYMNASTICS Head Coach Michelle Ankney
 Assistant Coach Averi Nixon
 
HOCKEY Head Coach Carl Mokosak
 Assistant Coach Tyler Borchers
 
SKIING Boys/Girls Head Coach Marissa VanAlst
 Assistant Coach Ryan Mergener
 
SWIMMINGG ((BOYS) Head Coach Kevin Brown
 Assistant Coach Hunter Ignasiak
 Diving Coach POSTED 
  
WRRESTLINGG Head Coach Brian Richardson

Assistant Coaches Caleb Westveer/Eric Dietz



Human Resources Department
Dr. Korie Wilson-Crawford, Assistant Superintendent 

350 N. Main Street Rockford, MI 49341
Phone: 616.863.6554 Fax: 616.863.6355

www.rockfordschools.orgrg

Memorandum
To: Dr. Steven Matthews, Superintendent
From: Dr. Korie Wilson-Crawford, Assistant Superintendent of Human Resources
Date: November 11, 2024
Subject: Fall 2024 Policies – First Reading

With the Policy Committee’s approval, the following policy updates will be brought to the Board for a first 
reading on November 11, 2024. 

Policy Number Description Revised New Replacement

Po1130 Conflict of Interest X
Po3120.08 Employment of Personnel for Co-

Curricular Activities
X

Po3110 Conflict of Interest X
Po4110 Conflict of Interest X
Po5330.02 Opioid Antagonists X
Po5340 Student Accidents X
Po5500 Student Conduct X
Po6110 Grant Funds X
Po6111 Internal Controls X
Po6112 Cash Management of Grants X
Po6114 Cost Principles- Spending Federal Funds X
Po6325 Procurement- Federal Grants/Funds X
Po6550 Travel Payment & Reimbursement X
Po7310 Disposition of Surplus Property X
Po7440.03 Small Unmanned Aircraft Systems X
Po7450 Property Inventory X
Po7540.09 Artificial Intelligence (AI) X
Po8321 Criminal Justice Information Security 

(Non-Criminal Justice Agency)
X

Thank you for your continued support of the Policy Review Committee. 



Human Resources Department
Dr. Korie Wilson-Crawford, Assistant Superintendent 

350 N. Main Street Rockford, MI 49341
Phone: 616.863.6554 Fax: 616.863.6355

www.rockfordschools.orgrg

Falll Policyy Committeee Meetingg 

___________________________________________ 

Date::   Octoberr 31,, 20244 

Time::   8:000 AMM 

Location::  Administrationn Building/Teamm Roomm 

_________________________________________________________ 

1.Welcomee 

2.Policyy Discussionn 

3.Otherr Questionss 

4.Adjournmentt 

                                                   



RPS Board of Education Policy Committee
October 31, 2024

Meeting Location: Administration Building Meeting Time: 8:00 a.m.

Attendance: Dr. Korie Wilson-Crawford, Jarrod Folsom, Tricia Anderson, Christie Ramsey, and Erin
Wenger (recorder)

Christy called the meeting to order at 8:09 a.m.

Christie moved, and Jarrod supported the approval of the agenda.

Welcome
Korie welcomed all and shared the purpose of the Fall Policy Committee meeting to discuss updates,
edits, and a new policy.

Policies to be Reviewed:

po1130- EDGAR UGG/Conflict of Interest. This policy states that staff members, officers, and

agents shall perform their official duties in a manner that raises a reasonable question of conflict

with duties and responsibilities in the school system.

po2410- Prohibition or Referral or Assistance. Neola recommends rescinding this policy because

it is no longer supported by law in Michigan. This change would allow professional discretion by

staff if students ask for resources. The law banning this practice was rescinded in October of

2023; therefore, NEOLA recommends that our policies reflect current law by rescinding the

policy referencing this law as well as this prohibition elsewhere in policy (see below.)

po2414- Reproductive Health and Family Planning. Neola recommends rescinding language to

align with rescinding po2410. Allows staff to provide resources with professional discretion. The

value statement of this policy remains intact. RAMS XII Strategic Plan 1.A.1 -Academic Excellence

po2418- Sex Education. Neola recommends rescinding language to align with rescinding po2410.

RAMS XII Strategic Plan 1.A.1 -Academic Excellence

po3210.08- Employment of Personnel For Co-Curricular Activities. Additional language was

added starting the 25/26 school year: a hired individual as a high school athletic coach shall have

a valid certification in cardiopulmonary resuscitation. Our district is currently working with our



athletic department and nursing staff on athletic safety. RAMS XII Strategic Plan 2.C.3 - Safety and
Security

po3110- EDGAR UGG/Conflict of Interest. Similar language to po1130, but for certified staff.

po4110- EDGAR UGG/Conflict of Interest. Similar language to po1130, but for support staff.

po5330.02- Opioid Antagonists. Edited language in adding Narcan to the description, as most

are familiar with the name over naloxone hydrochloride. RAMS XII Strategic Plan 2.C.3 - Safety and
Security

po5340- Student Accidents. Beginning the 25/26 school year, the State of Michigan mandates

cardiac training and a response plan. RAMS XII Strategic Plan 2.C.3 - Safety and Security

po5500- Student Conduct. Student conduct, academic honesty, and the use of Artificial

Intelligence. Neola recommends implementing AI policies as the technology is quickly evolving.

RAMS XII Strategic Plan 1.C.3 - Evaluating Information

po6110- EDGAR UGG/Grant Funds. Mandatory disclosures, whistleblower protections, and audit

requirements specific to Federal grant dollars. RAMS XII Strategic Plan 5.A.2 - Operational
Sustainability

po6111-EDGAR UGG/ Internal Controls. Additional language was added to the handling of

Federal grant dollars. RAMS XII Strategic Plan 5.A.2 - Operational Sustainability

po6112- EDGAR UGG/Cash Management of Grants. Additional language was added with cash

management of Federal grants. RAMS XII Strategic Plan 5.A.2 - Operational Sustainability

po6114- EDGAR UGG/Cost Principals-Spending Federal Funds. The district must follow

regulations if receiving Federal funding. RAMS XII Strategic Plan 5.A.2 - Operational Sustainability

po6325-EDGAR UGG/Procurement-Federal Grants/Funds. New limits have been added for

micro and small district purchases. RAMS XII Strategic Plan 5.A.2 - Operational Sustainability

po6550- EDGAR UGG/Travel and Reimbursement. The district will follow the mileage and travel

reimbursement rates the federal government prescribes. RAMS XII Strategic Plan 5.A.2 - Operational
Sustainability

po7310- EDGAR UGG/Disposition of Surplus Property. Allows for the district to dispose of items

worth under $10,000. RAMS XII Strategic Plan 5.A.1 - Operational Sustainability

po7440.03-Small Unmanned Aircraft Systems. Drones are not permitted unless approved by the

Superintendent, and the user is licensed. Based upon NEOLA clarification, this would apply to all

drones- even small student-run drones through district programs like BTR. RAMS XII Strategic Plan



2.C.3 - Safety and Security

po7450-EDGAR UGG/Property Inventory. The district will maintain accurate inventory and

properly maintain records of items purchased with Federal grants. RAMS XII Strategic Plan 5.A.1 -
Operational Sustainability

po7540.09-Artificial Intelligence(NEW). AI value statement for district mission, goals, and

operational integrity. RAMS XII Strategic Plan 3.A.5 - Global Citizenship

po8321-Criminal Justice Information Security. The district's handling of the criminal history and

records of staff and volunteers received additional language.

Christie motioned to adjourn, Tricia supported. The meeting was adjourned at 9:15 a.m.
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��	leaonabngt	�̀w	nĉag{	v̀ by{	b̂ĝabm]{	gl̂ m̂]{	abi{	tfgnm{	̂imr��
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sG�op�q�tRSURKM�RJXSRQP�NOYŴLNOU��ẐQ�OSQ�WNMNQJL�QS�������������\�PNQJ�̀NPNQP\�KOL�TNOKW�RJXSRQP�PIKWW�ZJ�P̂ZMNQQJL�QS�QIJ
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RJÛWKQNSOP\�KOL�KPP̂RKOYJP�KP�VJWW�KP�_NPQRNYQ�XSWNYNJP�KOL�KLMNONPQRKQǸJ�ÛNLJWNOJPG
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���	#��������	ĥwYr\i_hŶ	ĥZk[Xĥu	jrY_]Z_]X
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��X�Y��	��#���$���	��	��
������	n
��o	n#�**��X��
YX	������o	���	��*%
�*�$���	%�

�X�	��*������	��Y�����**	��	ZX��X��	�X�	#��$���	�*	$���	%�	����������	�
��	����*����	��	�**
����	��	����$#����	��	�X���*�

Z������*�	��	#��$���	%�	��X��	$���*�

	

�X�	��*�����	*X���	
*�	���$*	���	#�����
��*	��p
����	%�	�X�	Y������	�Y����	��	#�**��X��
YX	������	��	��p
�*�	#��$����	�X�

��*�����	*X���	��p
�*�	Y����	qmd_qmd_k	#��$���*	��	����������	Z��X	�X�	#��)�*���*	��	�X�	Y�����	!������������	�X�	��*�����\*

���������	$���Y�$���	*�*��$*	*X���	$���	�X�	*�������*	���	�
��	�������	���	����
���%�����	�*	�*��%��*X��	%�	�X�	�Z�����Y

�Y�����

	

�X�	�
#�����������	�*	�
�X���[��	��	*
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���<_̀à bcdb

2������������+������	
�	�
	�
��������
����
����
�����
��
,��-��
��������	�-��
����	������'VR"������
���
	


�
������e�%)�N"'�.&�%)f*.R.) T)� *"�U"$"* TTV��	������������
�
��	�
�������
������

������������	����

	�
�����
�	����
�������
	�����
�������
g����,����
����������	�
�����
����������6KDEL=>?h�?9=;i�jklm
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R	NIBEE	O?OM?C	AC	BDOJKJNICBIAC	BGI>ACĴ?D	IA	AL?CBI?	B	DCAK?	AK	LCAL?CIT	AYK?DW	P?BN?DW	AC	HAKICBHI?D	EAC	MT	I>?	@ABCDW

OGNI	BPNA	HAOLPT	YJI>	BPP	CGP?N	N?I	EACI>	JK	kl	h\i\f\	gBCI	kmn\	US??	Ro	nllm\mpqqqqqV

	

iBJPGC?	IA	BD>?C?	MT	BPP	CGP?N	N?I	EACI>	JK	kl	h\i\f\	gBCI	kmn	BKD	Ro	nllm\mpqqqqqq	OBT	C?NGPI	JK	PANN	AE	BGI>ACĴBIJAK	IA
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Human Resources Department
Dr. Korie Wilson-Crawford, Assistant Superintendent 

350 N. Main Street Rockford, MI 49341
Phone: 616.863.6554 Fax: 616.863.6355

www.rockfordschools.orgrg

Memorandum
To: Board of Education
From: Dr. Korie Wilson-Crawford, Assistant Superintendent of Human Resources
Date: November 11, 2024
Subject: Certified Staff Recommendations

Taylor St. John Speech Pathologist Parkside Elementary  & Our Lady



Memorandum
To: Rockford Public Schools board of Education

From: Dr. Steve Matthews, Superintendent

Date: November 11, 2024

Subject: Insulin Litigation

Entities, including school districts, throughout the country have begun joining a nationwide lawsuit 
against various insulin manufacturers, pharmacy benefit managers, and other defendants accused of 
artificially inflating insulin prices at the expense of employers and health plan entities, including 
insurance pools. Those defendants include, among others, Eli Lilly and Company, Novo Nordisk Inc., and 
Sanofi-Aventis US, LLC. Entities eligible to join the lawsuit include any self-insured employer, any 
employer that contributed to employee medical benefit plan costs or other healthcare costs, and any 
insurance pool.

The Frantz Law Group, a California law firm, would be representing Michigan schools. The Thrun Law 
Firm has reviewed the legal documents for Michigan schools. Over 100 Michigan school districts have 
joined the legislation to this point.

Research reveals that some insulin prices have increased by more than 1,000% over the past 20 years. 
Health insurance companies passed on the cost of those price increases to employers through higher 
insurance premiums. The insulin litigation seeks monetary compensation for past damages incurred by 
entities related to the artificial insulin price inflation, as well as injunctive relief to stop that inflation and 
additional damages to deter future similar behavior.

There is no cost to the district. Frantz will represent schools on a contingency fee basis, meaning Frantz 
will not charge any fees or costs unless there is a financial recovery. 

To participate the Board needs to approve the accompanying resolution and the contract. 

Office of the Superintendent
Dr. Steve Matthews, Superintendent
350 N. Main Street Rockford, MI 49341Phone: 
616.863.6554 Fax: 616.863.6355



INSULIN LITIGATION RESOLUTION 

A [regular or special] meeting of the [Entity Name] (“Entity”) [Board of Education, Board 
of Directors, Board of Trustees, City Council, or other Governing Body] (the “Board”) was held 
on the [____] day of [________], 202[__] at the following time: [__________] (“Meeting”). 

The Meeting was called to order by _____________________________ 

Present:                                           

Absent:                                           

The following preamble and resolution were offered by Member _________________ and 
supported by Member _________________. 

WHEREAS: 

1. Entities nationwide have recently started joining a nationwide lawsuit against various 
insulin manufacturers, pharmacy benefit managers, and other defendants accused of artificially 
inflating insulin prices at the expense of employers and health plan entities, specifically Case No. 
2:23-md-03080 in the United States District Court for the District of New Jersey (“Lawsuit”).  

2. Entities in the Lawsuit are being represented by Frantz Law Group, APLC, a California 
professional law corporation (“Frantz”). 

3. Thrun Law Firm, P.C. referred the Entity to Frantz for the Lawsuit. 

4. The Board believes it is in the Entity’s best interests to join the Lawsuit on the terms 
specified in the attached Attorney-Client Fee Contract.  

5. The Board believes it is in the Entity’s best interests to authorize and direct [Insert 
Position, such as Superintendent, President, or Manager] or designee to sign the attached Attorney-
Client Fee Contract on behalf of the Entity and to take such other action as necessary to obtain 
monetary damages for the Entity in the Lawsuit, subject to review by the Entity’s legal counsel. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT: 

1. The Board decides to join the Lawsuit on the terms specified in the attached Attorney-
Client Fee Contract.  

2. The Board authorizes and directs [Insert Position, such as Superintendent, President, or 
Manager] or designee to sign the attached Attorney-Client Fee Contract on behalf of the Entity 
and to take such other action as necessary to obtain monetary damages and injunctive relief for the 
Entity in the Lawsuit, subject to review by the Entity’s legal counsel. 

  



3. All resolutions and parts of resolutions that conflict with the provisions of this 
resolution are rescinded.  

Ayes:                                           

Nays:                                           

Absent:                                           

Motion Passed:                                           

______________________________ 
[Board Secretary or Clerk] 

The undersigned duly qualified and acting Board Secretary hereby certifies that the 
foregoing constitutes a true and complete copy of a resolution adopted by the Board at the Meeting, 
the original of which is part of the Board’s minutes. The undersigned further certifies that notice 
of the Meeting was given to the public pursuant to the provisions of the “Open Meetings Act” (Act 
267, Public Acts of Michigan, 1976, as amended). 

______________________________ 
[Board Secretary or Clerk] 

Date:  __________________, 202__ 
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ATTORNEY-CLIENT FEE CONTRACT 

The ATTORNEY-CLIENT FEE CONTRACT (“Agreement”) is entered into by and 
between [Name of School District, Intermediate School District,  Public School Academy, 
Community College, Municipality, or Other Entity], whose address is 
[______________________________] (“Client”) and Frantz Law Group, APLC, a California 
professional law corporation (“Attorneys” or “We”) and encompasses the following provisions: 

1. CONDITIONS. This Agreement will not take effect, and Attorneys will have no 
obligation to provide legal services, until Client returns a signed copy of this 
Agreement. 

2. AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVES 

A. CLIENT REPRESENTATIVES. Client designates [Insert Position Identified in 
Resolution], or designee, as the authorized representatives to direct Attorneys and 
to be the primary individuals to communicate with Attorneys regarding the subject 
matter of Attorneys’ representation of Client under this Agreement. The 
designation is intended to establish a clear line of authority and to minimize 
potential uncertainty but not to preclude communication between Attorneys and 
other representatives of Client. 

B. ATTORNEY REPRESENTATIVES. James Frantz, William Shinoff, and Regina 
Bagdasarian of Frantz Law Group, APLC will be primarily responsible for the work, 
either performing it himself/herself or delegating it to others as may be appropriate. 
The Client shall have the right to approve or veto the involvement of each of the 
attorneys on its cases. Attorneys will be added or deleted from the list only upon 
prior Client approval. 

3. SCOPE AND DUTIES. Client hires Attorneys to provide legal services in connection 
with pursuing claims for damages associated with the Insulin litigation, specifically 
Case No. 2:23-md-03080 in the United States District Court for the District of New 
Jersey (“Action”). Attorneys shall provide those legal services reasonably required to 
represent Client, and shall take reasonable steps to keep Client informed of progress 
and to respond to Client’s inquiries. Client shall be truthful with Attorneys, cooperate 
with Attorneys, and keep Attorneys informed of developments. Attorneys will assist in 
negotiating liens, but will not litigate them. 

4. LEGAL SERVICES SPECIFICALLY EXCLUDED. Unless otherwise agreed in 
writing by Client and Attorneys, Attorneys will not provide legal services with respect 
to (a) defending any legal proceeding or claim against the Client commenced by any 
person unless such proceeding or claim is filed against the Client in the Action or (b) 
proceedings before any federal or state administrative or governmental agency, 
department, or board. With Client’s permission, however, Attorneys may elect to appear 
at such administrative proceedings to protect Client’s rights. If Client wishes to retain 
Attorneys to provide any legal services not provided under this Agreement for 
additional compensation, a separate written agreement between Attorneys and Client 
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will be required. 

5. FEES. Client will pay attorneys’ fees to Attorneys of thirty percent (30%) of any 
monetary settlement or recovery that Attorneys obtain for Client, provided that such 
fee will be paid only by money recovered from defendants in the Action (collectively, 
the “Total Fee”). Thrun, Maatsch and Nordberg, P.C., a Michigan professional 
corporation d/b/a Thrun Law Firm, P.C. (Thrun) will receive thirty five percent (35%) 
of the Total Fee, as discussed in more detail in Paragraph 6, below. The Action does 
not involve a claim or action for personal injury or wrongful death (see MCR 
8.121(A)).  

Fees shall be calculated on the basis of any settlement or recovery prior to the deduction 
of any expense or cost, the “Gross Recovery.” Contingency fee rates are not set by law, 
but have been negotiated. If no recovery is made, no fees will be charged. 

The term “Gross Recovery” shall include, without limitation, the then present value of 
any monetary payments agreed or ordered to be made by the adverse parties or their 
insurance carriers as a result of the Services, whether by settlement, arbitration award, 
court judgment (after all appeals exhausted), or otherwise. Any statutory Attorneys’ fee 
paid by Defendants shall be included in calculating the Gross Recovery. 

(1) “Gross Recovery,” if by settlement, also includes (1) the then-present value of any 
monetary payments to be made to the Client; and (2) any Attorneys’ fees and costs 
recovered by the Client as part of any cause of action that provides a basis for such 
an award. “Recovery” may come from any source, including, but not limited to, the 
adverse parties to the Client and/or their insurance carriers and/or any third party, 
whether or not a party to formal litigation. The contingent fee is calculated by 
multiplying the recovery by the fee percentage. This calculation is performed on 
the gross recovery amount before the deduction of expenses as discussed above. 

Gross Recovery does not contemplate nor include any amount or value for 
injunctive relief or for the value of an abatement remedy which may be obtained in 
a final arbitration award or court judgment. 

(2) The Client shall not be obligated to pay the Attorneys unless Attorneys are 
successful in collecting a monetary recovery on the Client’s behalf as a result of the 
Services. 

(3) If, by judgment, the Client is awarded in the form of property or services (In Kind), 
the value of such property and services shall not be included for purposes of 
calculating the Gross Recovery. 

(4) If, by judgment, there is no money recovery and the Client receives In Kind relief, 
Attorneys acknowledge that Client is not obligated to pay Attorneys’ fees from 
public funds for the value of the In Kind relief. In the event of In Kind relief, by 
judgment, Attorneys' sole source of recovery of contingent fees will come from a 
common fund or court ordered Attorney’s fees. 
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(5) The Client agrees the Defendant shall pay all Attorneys’ fees in a settlement that 
includes nonmonetary value. Client understands that Attorneys have and will invest 
resources into prosecuting this action on behalf of the Client and agrees to make a 
good faith effort to include Attorneys' Fees as part of the terms of any settlement or 
resolution of the Action. 

It is possible that payment to the Client by the adverse parties to the Action or their 
insurance carrier(s) or any third-party may be deferred, as in the case of an annuity, a 
structured settlement, or periodic payments. In such event, gross recovery will consist 
of the initial lump sum payment plus the present value (as of the time of the settlement) 
of the total of all payments to be received thereafter. The contingent fee is calculated, as 
described above, by multiplying the gross recovery by the fee percentage. The 
Attorney’s fees will be paid out of the initial lump-sum payment if there are sufficient 
funds to satisfy the Attorney’s fee. If there are insufficient funds to pay the Attorney’s 
fees in full from the initial lump sum payment, the balance owed to Attorney will be 
paid from subsequent payments to Client before there is any distribution to Client. 

A. Reasonable Fee if Contingent Fee is Unenforceable. In the event that the contingent 
fee portion of this Agreement is determined to be unenforceable for any reason, 
Client agrees to pay a reasonable fee for the services rendered. If the parties are 
unable to agree on a reasonable fee for the services rendered, Attorneys and Client 
agree to follow the procedure in Paragraph 10 below; in any event, Attorney and 
Client agree that the fee shall not exceed thirty percent (30%) of the gross recovery 
as defined in Paragraph 5. 

B. No Fund Payments. Notwithstanding any other provision in this Agreement, 
including the immediately preceding paragraph, in no event will the Client be 
required to pay legal fees out of any fund other than the monies recovered from 
Defendants in this litigation. Under no circumstances shall Client general funds be 
obligated to satisfy the contingent Attorneys’ fees as a result of this case or this 
contingency fee contract. 

6. REFERRAL FEE. Thrun will receive thirty-five percent (35%) of the Total Fee if the 
Client meets at least one of the following: 

A. Is a Thrun retainer client. 

B. Is not a Thrun retainer client, but adopts a resolution that says Thrun is referring 
the Client to Attorneys and that authorizes both joining the Action and entering into 
this Agreement. 

C. Is not a Thrun retainer client, but Client was referred to Attorneys for the Action by 
Thrun, as reflected in a written statement from Client or Thrun.  

Thrun will not bill Clients at Thrun’s hourly rates for work associated with the Action. 

7. COSTS AND EXPENSES. In addition to paying legal fees, Client shall reimburse 
Attorneys for all “costs/expenses,” which includes but is not limited to the following: 
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process servers’ fees, fees fixed by law or assessed by courts or other agencies, court 
reporters’ fees, long distance telephone calls, messenger and other delivery fees, 
parking, investigation expenses, consultants’ fees, expert witness fees, and other similar 
items, incurred by Attorneys. The costs/expenses incurred that Attorneys advance will 
be owed in addition to attorneys’ fees and Client will reimburse those costs/expenses 
after Attorneys’ fees have been deducted. If there is no recovery, Client will not be 
required to reimburse Attorneys for costs and fees. In the event a recovery is less than 
incurred costs/expenses, Client will not be required to reimburse Attorneys for 
costs/expenses, above and beyond the recovery, and fees. 

SHARED EXPENSES: Client understands that Attorneys may incur certain expenses 
that jointly benefit multiple clients, including, for example, expenses for travel, experts, 
and copying. Client agrees that Attorneys shall divide such expenses equally, or pro rata, 
among such clients, and deduct Client’s portion of those expenses from Client’s share 
of any recovery.  

FEDERAL MDL AND STATE COORDINATION COMMON BENEFIT FEES: 
Members of Attorneys frequently serve on plaintiffs’ management or executive 
committees in MDL and perform work which benefits Attorneys’ clients as well as 
clients of other attorneys involved in similar litigation. As a result, the court or courts 
where the cases are pending may order that Attorneys are to receive additional 
compensation for Attorneys time and effort which has benefitted all claimants. 
Compensation for this work and effort, which is known as “common benefit,” may be 
awarded to Attorneys by a court or courts directly from the assessments paid by The 
Client and others who have filed claims in this litigation, and will not in any way reduce 
the amount of fees owed under this Agreement. 

8. LIEN. In the event any third party attempts to lien any proceeds recovered from a 
recovery in this matter, Client hereby grants, and agrees, TO THE EXTENT 
PERMITTED BY APPLICABLE LAW, that Attorneys hold, a first priority and 
superior lien on any and all proceeds recovered from Defendants in this litigation in the 
amount of the Attorneys’ fees and costs that the Attorneys are entitled to under this 
Agreement. This lien right is limited to only those monies recovered from Defendants 
and in no way affects any other rights of the Client in any way whatsoever. 

9. DISCHARGE AND WITHDRAWAL. 

A. Client may discharge Attorneys at any time. After receiving notice of discharge, 
Attorneys shall stop services on the date and to the extent specified by the notice of 
discharge, and deliver to Client all evidence, files and attorney work product for the 
Action. This includes any computerized indices, programs and document retrieval 
systems created or used for the Action. 

B. Attorneys may withdraw with Client’s consent or for good cause. Good Cause 
includes Client’s breach of this Agreement, Client’s refusal to cooperate with 
Attorneys, or any other fact or circumstance that would render Attorneys continuing 
representation unlawful or unethical. Attorneys may also discharge Client if Client 



5  Initials: ______ 

at any time is dishonest with Attorneys, or fails to provide relevant information to 
Attorneys. 

10. DISPUTE RESOLUTION: ATTORNEY and CLIENT agree that should any dispute 
arise between them, they must be mediated first, before any litigation is filed. 
Specifically any and all disputes, controversies or claims arising out of, or related to 
this Agreement and/or ATTORNEY’S representation of CLIENT, including claims of 
malpractice (collectively referred to herein as “Dispute” or “Disputes”), shall be 
submitted to mediation with the American Arbitration Association (AAA), which 
mediation shall occur at the Client’s central office or another location mutually agreed 
to by Client and Attorney. No litigation can be filed until after this agreed-upon 
mediation has occurred, and any litigation filed prior to conclusion of this mediation 
shall be subject to dismissal, pursuant to this Agreement. Client will pay one-half of 
the actual cost of the mediation, but each party will be responsible for his or her own 
attorneys’ fees and preparation costs. Any litigation relating to any Dispute shall be 
filed in a Michigan court with jurisdiction over the Client; any litigation filed in any 
other court shall be dismissed, and the party initiating such litigation shall promptly 
pay any attorney fees and costs incurred by the other party in defending against that 
litigation.  

11. AUTHORITY OF ATTORNEY. Attorneys may, with prior Client approval, associate 
co-counsel if the Attorneys believe it advisable or necessary for the proper handling of 
Client’s claim, and expressly authorize the Attorneys to divide any Attorneys’ fees that 
may eventually be earned with co-counsel so associated for the handling of Client’s 
claim. Attorneys understand that the amount of Attorneys’ fees which Client pays will 
not be increased by the work of co-counsel associated to assist with the handling of 
Client’s claim, and that such associated co-counsel will be paid by the Attorneys out of 
the Attorneys’ fees Client pays to the Attorneys. 

12. DISCLAIMER OF GUARANTEE. Nothing in this Contract and nothing in Attorneys’ 
statements to Client will be construed as a promise or guarantee about the outcome of 
Client’s matter. Attorneys make no such promises or guarantees. Attorneys’ comments 
about the outcome of Client’s matter are expressions of opinion only. 

13. MULTIPLE REPRESENTATIONS: The Client understands that Attorneys do or may 
represent many other individuals/entities with actual or potential litigation claims. 
Attorneys’ representation of multiple claimants at the same time may create certain 
actual or potential conflicts of interest in that the interests and objectives of each client 
individually on certain issues are, or may become, inconsistent with the interests and 
objectives of the other. Attorneys are governed by specific rules and regulations 
relating to Attorneys professional responsibility in Attorneys representation of clients, 
and especially where conflicts of interest may arise from Attorneys representation of 
multiple clients against the same or similar Defendants, Attorneys are required to 
advise Attorneys’ clients of any actual or potential conflicts of interest and obtain their 
informed written consent to Attorneys representation when actual, present, or potential 
conflicts of interest exist. By signing this Agreement, the Client is acknowledging that 
they have been advised of the potential conflicts of interest which may be or are 
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associated with Attorneys representation of the Client and other multiple claimants and 
that the Client nevertheless wants the Attorneys to represent the Client, and that the 
Client consents to Attorneys representation of others in connection with the litigation. 
Attorneys strongly advise the Client, however, that the Client remains completely free 
to seek other legal advice at any time even after the Client signs this Agreement. 

14. AGGREGATE SETTLEMENTS: Often times in cases where Attorneys represent 
multiple clients in similar litigation, the opposing parties or Defendants attempt to settle 
or otherwise resolve Attorneys' cases in a group or groups, by making a single settlement 
offer to settle a number of cases simultaneously. There exists a potential conflict of 
interest whenever a lawyer represents multiple clients in a settlement of this type 
because it necessitates choices concerning the allocation of limited settlement amounts 
among the multiple clients. However, if all clients consent, a group settlement can be 
accomplished and a single offer can be fairly distributed among the clients by assigning 
settlement amounts based upon the strengths and weaknesses of each case, the relative 
nature, severity and extent of injuries, and individual case evaluations. In the event of 
a group or aggregate settlement proposal, Attorneys may implement a settlement 
program, overseen by a referee or special master, who may be appointed by a court, 
designed to ensure consistency and fairness for all claimants, and which will assign 
various settlement values and amounts to each client’s case depending upon the facts 
and circumstances of each individual case. The Client authorizes us to enter into and 
engage in group settlement discussions and agreements which may include the Client’s 
individual claims. Although the Client authorizes us to engage in such group settlement 
discussions and agreements, the Client will still retain the right to approve, and 
Attorneys are required to obtain the Client’s approval of, any settlement of the Client’s 
case. 

15. EFFECTIVE DATE AND TERM. This Agreement will take effect upon execution by 
Client and Attorneys. 

16. COUNTERPARTS. This Agreement may be executed in one or more counterparts, each 
of which shall be deemed an original, and all of which, taken together, shall constitute 
one and the same instrument. Facsimile or pdf versions of this Agreement shall have the 
same force and effect as signature of the original. 

17. ASSIGNMENT: Neither party shall have the right to assign its rights or obligations 
under this Agreement to any person or entity without the prior written consent of the 
other party, which consent shall not be unreasonably withheld. 

18. SUCCESSORS AND ASSIGNS: This Agreement shall bind and benefit the parties 
hereto and their respective successors and assigns. 

19. FULL AND FINAL AGREEMENT: This Agreement is the full and final agreement. 
Any amendments to the Agreement must be in writing and signed by the parties. 

20. GOVERNING LAW. This Agreement shall be construed in accordance with, and 
governed by, the laws of the State of Michigan. 
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21. AUTHORIZED SIGNATURES: Each individual signing below represents that the 
individual is duly authorized to sign this Agreement on behalf of that individual’s 
respective party as listed below. 

Frantz Law Group, APLC 
 

Dated: _______________, 202__  Frantz Signature: _____________________________ 

Frantz Print Name:  __________________________ 

Dated: _______________, 202__ Signature: _____________________________________ 

Print Name:  ___________________________________ 

Client Name:  ___________________________ 

Position of Signatory:  __________________________ 
 
































