
ROCKFORD BOARD OF EDUCATION
October 13, 2025 - 5:30 PM

Agenda
CALL TO ORDER

MOMENT OF SILENCE/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA

CONSENT AGENDA
1. Presentation of bills in the amount of $14,426,191.95
2. Approval of Minutes from September 8, 2025
3. Bank Signatures
4. Fall Extra Duty
5. MS Winter I Coaches

NEW BUSINESS
1. REA Tentative Agreement Approval
2. RESPA Tentative Agreement Approval
3. Fall Policy Update – First Reading
4. RHS Stage Turntable Equipment
5. Edgerton Furniture Purchase

OLD BUSINESS

1. Bond Update

REPORTS

1. Student Representative Report
2. Middle School Student of the Month recipients
3. Committee Reports
4. Student Achievement Report
5. Collaborative Team Reports

RECOGNITION OF VISITORS AND HEARING OF PEOPLE PRESENT 

SUPERINTENDENT REMARKS

ADJOURNMENT



BBOARD REPORT ON DISBURSEMENTS
    

  DATE:  9/2/2025 10/7/2025

PPAYROLL

GENERAL FUND NET PAYROLL 6 & 7 2,977,272.29
FOOD SERVICE 6 & 7 86,189.86
ATHLETIC FUND 6 & 7 11,786.27

TOTAL  ALL FUNDS 6 & 7 3,075,248.42

ALL FUNDS:
FEDERAL TAX          $ 317,289.62
SOCIAL SECURITY TAX-MEDICARE TAX $ 662,072.14
STATE TAX                $ 152,483.24
TOTAL $ 1,131,845.00

$ 44,207,093.42

BLUE CROSS INSURANCE $ 38,059.00
NVA/NATIONAL VISION   $
BLUE CROSS/BLUE SHIELD (DENTAL) ADMIN FEES$ 144,048.32
MESSA (VSP/MED/ LIFE) $ 1,700,331.58
NATIONAL INSURANCE SVCS(L TERM DISABILITY $ 23,754.35
RETIREMENT PAYROLL  $ 2,659,435.12 $ 4,565,628.37
                

UTILITIES:
DTE ENERGY $ 5,257.67
CONSUMERS ENERGY $ 148,065.06
BP ENERGY (FORMERLY EDF ENERGY) BULK FUE$ 1,799.92 $ 155,122.65

                                                                                                                                                                                                         
CLASSIC PROPERTY MANAGEMENT $ 44,858.75
PINE REST CHR. MENTAL HEALTH SVS $ 54,000.00

$ 98,858.75
   

TOTAL OF ABOVE $ 9,026,703.19
BALANCE OF TOTAL GENERAL FUND 549,576.65
SINKING FUND REG CKS 0.00
SINKING FUND ACH CKS 26,949.00
SINKING FUND CREDIT CARD 0.00
2025 BOND REG CKS 0.00
2025 BOND ACH CKS 4,376,913.77
2023 BOND CREDIT CARD 12,465.56
GENERAL FUND ACH CKS 0.00
GENERAL FUND CREDIT CARD 433,583.78
TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS 14,426,191.95



Meeting Minutes – Regular Meeting
September 8, 2025

Date I time Monday, September 8, 2025 I 5:30 p.m.
Location Administration Boardroom

Meeting called to order with a moment ofsilence and the Pledge of Allegiance by President Folsom

In Attendance

Board of Education: Jarrod Folsom, Tricia Anderson, Barbara Helms, Jake Himmelspach, Kelley Freridge, 
Andrea Jacobson

Regrets:  Christie Ramsey

Administration: Dr. Steve Matthews, Allison Clements, Mike Ramm, Dr. Korie Wilson-Crawford, Jodi 
Nester.

Adoption of Agenda

Motion to approve agenda by Kelley Freridge with support from Jake Himmelspach.  Motion passed 
unanimously.

Recognition
None

Consent Agenda

Motion to approve by Andrea Jacobson with support from Tricia Anderson. The motion passed
unanimously. 

1. Certified Resignation
2. Presentation of bills in the amount of $10,150,581.10
3. Revised Fall Coaches
4. Donation - $1,200 - Football
5. Donation - $2,000 – Boys Basketball
6. Donation - $2,000 - Soccer
7. Approval of August 11, 2025 Minutes

New Business

1. Emergency Operations Plan – Executive Director of Security, Scott Beckman gave a report on 
School Safety and our Emergency Operations Plan.  Once approved, this plan will be 
submitted to the State of Michigan.  Motion to approve by Kelley Freridge with support from 
Andrea Jacobson.  Motion passed unanimously.

2. Parkside Early Childhood Library – Assistant Superintendent of Instruction, Mike Ramm 
presented a proposal to take advantage of some available grant dollars to purchase books for 
the library at Parkside Early Childhood Center.  He answered questions from members of the 
board.  Motion to approve by Jake Himmelspach with support from Kelley Freridge.  Motion 



passed with 5 yea votes and 1 not vote from Dr. Barb Helms.       
    

Reports 
1. Student Representative Report – Student Representative, Leah Rapp, gave a 

presentation to the board and administration regarding things that are happening at 
the secondary levels and upcoming events. 

2. School News Network – Riley Kelley from Schools News Network talked about the 
articles he writes and thanked the district for being easy to work with. 

3. Bond Update – Dr. Matthews gave an updated presentation on the Bond proposal.   
4. Collaborative Team Reports – Jeremey Karel, Valley View Elementary Principal gave a 

report on what has been happening at the Elementary level.  Rockford High School 
Principal, Ricky Clark gave a report on things happening at the secondary level. 

5. Orchestra Report – District Orchestra teachers talked to the board about what is 
happening in the Orchestra program.    

 
Recognition of Visitors & Hearing of People Present – Public Comment 

 

Audience Participation.  No action taken.
 

 

Superintendent Remarks 
 
Dr. Matthews    
 
Adjournment 

 

President Folsom adjourned the meeting at 7:04 p.m. 
 

 

Recording Secretary Secretary, Board of Education 



Finance Department
Allison Clements, Assistant Superintendent 

Of Business and Operations
350 N. Main Street Rockford, MI 49341

Phone: 616.863.6555 Fax: 616.866.1911

www.rockfordschools.orgrg

Memorandum
To: Dr. Steve Matthews, Superintendent of Schools
From: Allison Clements, Assistant Superintendent of Business and Operations
Date:         Oct 13, 2025
Subject: Banking Accounts and Signing Officials

Attached is a list of depositories and signing officials for school funds (savings and checking accounts). I 
recommend this be presented to the Board of Education for approval on October 13, 2025.

ATC/jgg 
Attachmentt 
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Human Resources Department 
Dr. Korie Wilson-Crawford, Assistant Superintendent  

350 N. Main Street  Rockford, MI 49341 
Phone: 616.863.6554  Fax: 616.863.6355 

www.rockfordschools.org 

Memorandum 
To:  Dr. Steven Matthews, Superintendent  

From: Dr. Korie Wilson-Crawford, Assistant Superintendent of Human Resources  

Date:  October 13, 2025 

Subject:    Fall Policy 2025 Update – First Reading 

With the Policy Committee’s approval, the following NEOLA policy update will be brought to the Board for a first 

reading on October 13, 2025.  

Policy 
Number 

Description Revised New Rescind Replacement 

Po1623 Section 504/ADA Prohibition Against 
Disability Discrimination in Employment 

X    

Po2210 Curriculum Development – Approved 
Courses 

X    

Po2260 Nondiscrimination and Access to Equal 
Educational Opportunity 

X    

Po2260.01 Section 504/ADA Prohibition Against 
Discrimination Based Disability 

X    

Po2264 Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Sex in 
Education Programs or Activities 

  X  

Po2266 Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Sex in 
Education Programs or Activities 

X    

Po2412 Homebound Instruction Program X    

Po3123 Section 504/ADA Prohibition Against 
Disability Discrimination in Employment 

X    

Po4123 Section 504/ADA Prohibition Against 
Disability Discrimination in Employment 

X    

Po4162 Controlled Substance and Alcohol Policy 
for Commercial Motor Vehicle (CMV) 
Drivers 

X    

Po5120 Assignment Within District X    

Po5517.01 Bullying and Other Aggressive Behavior 
Towards Students 

X    

 

Thank you for your continued support of the Policy Review Committee. 

 

                                                    



Human Resources Department 
Dr. Korie Wilson-Crawford, Assistant Superintendent  

350 N. Main Street  Rockford, MI 49341 
Phone: 616.863.6554  Fax: 616.863.6355 

www.rockfordschools.org 

 

 

 

Policy Committee Meeting 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Date:    October 8, 2025 

Time:    9:30 A.M. 

Location:   Administration Building 

 

1. Welcome 

2. Policy Discussion 

3. Other Questions 

4. Adjournment 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                    











Book Policy Manual

Section Board Prep 40.1

Title Copy of CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT- APPROVED COURSES

Code po2210

Status

Adopted June 22, 2015

Last Revised August 10, 2020

2210 - CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT- APPROVED COURSES
 
The Board of Education recognizes its responsibility for the quality of the educational program of the District. To this end,
the curriculum shall be developed, evaluated and adopted on a continuing basis and in accordance with a plan for
curriculum growth established by the Superintendent.
 
For purposes of this policy and consistent communication throughout the District, the curriculum shall be defined as:
 

A. the courses of study, subjects, classes and organized activities provided by the District;
 

B. all the planned activities of the District, including formal classroom instruction and out-of-class activity, both
individual and group, necessary to accomplish the educational goals of the District.

 
The Board directs that the curriculum of the District:
 

A. provide grade-appropriate instruction on career development in each grade level from kindergarten through 12th;
 

B. provides instruction in courses required by statute and State Department of Education regulations;
 

C. ensures, to the extent feasible, that special learning needs of students are provided for in the context of the regular
program or classroom and provides for effective coordination with programs or agencies that are needed to meet
those needs that cannot be dealt with in the regular program or classroom;
 

D. be consistent with the District's philosophy and goals and ensure the possibility of their achievement;
 

E. allows for the development of individual talents and interests, as well as recognizes that learning styles of students
may differ;
 

F. utilizes a variety of learning resources to accomplish the educational goals;
 

G. encourages students to utilize guidance and counseling services in their academic and career planning.
 
As educational leader of the District, the Superintendent shall be responsible to the Board for the development and
evaluation of curriculum and the preparation of courses of study.
 
The Superintendent shall make progress reports to the Board periodically.
 
The Superintendent may conduct such innovative programs as are deemed to be necessary to the continuing growth of the
instructional program and to better ensure accomplishment of the District's educational goals.
 
The Superintendent shall report each such innovative program to the Board along with its objectives, evaluative criteria and
costs.
 
Approved Courses
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The Board shall adopt a list of the individual courses that have been approved. The list shall include courses offered by the
District for credit or grade promotion and shall be used when determining which courses may be included in membership
for State aid purposes and for auditing purposes when examining the membership counted for State school aid on the
count days. The list of approved courses shall include traditional offerings and courses offered through other means, such
as experiential learning courses, online courses, and all courses offered in shared time programs under appropriate
provisions of the State School Aid Act. (M.C.L. 388.1766b). The list of approved courses shall include all extended learning
opportunities associated with each course and a description of each such opportunity. The list shall also include a
description of the content of each approved course and documentation related to course approval (including the list of
approved courses for membership purposes , and documentation related to the calculation of instructional time for each
approved course.
 
Unless the Board disapproves, the Superintendent may proceed to conduct the program.
 
The Board encourages, where it is feasible and in the best interests of the District, participation in programs of educational
research.
 
Revised 9/23/19
 
© Neola 202025

Legal M.C.L. 380.1282, 380.1166a

Reference: Pupil Accounting Manual 2019-2020, Michigan Department of Education
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Book Policy Manual

Section Board Prep 40.1 Nondiscrimination

Title Copy of NONDISCRIMINATION AND ACCESS TO EQUAL EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY

Code po2260

Status

Adopted June 22, 2015

Last Revised December 13, 2021

2260 - NONDISCRIMINATION AND ACCESS TO EQUAL EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY
 
Any form of discrimination or harassment can be devastating to an individual's academic progress, social relationship
and/or personal sense of self-worth.
 
As such, the Board of Education does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex (including sexual
orientation or gender identity), disability, age (except as authorized by law), religion, military status, ancestry, or genetic
information (collectively, "Protected Classes") in its educational programs or activities.
 
The Board also does not discriminate on the basis of Protected Classes in its employment policies and practices as they
relate to students, and does not tolerate harassment of any kind.
 
Equal educational opportunities shall be available to all students, without regard to the Protected Classes, age (unless age
is a factor necessary to the normal operation or the achievement of any legitimate objective of the program/activity), place
of residence within the boundaries of the District, or social or economic background, to learn through the curriculum offered
in this District. Educational programs shall be designed to meet the varying needs of all students.
 
In order to achieve the aforesaid goal, the Superintendent shall:
 

A. Curriculum Content

review current and proposed courses of study and textbooks to detect any bias based upon Protected Classes,
ascertaining whether or not supplemental materials, singly or taken as a whole, fairly depict the contribution of both
genders, various races, ethnic groups, etc. toward the development of human society;
 

B. Staff Training

develop an ongoing program of in-service training for school personnel designed to identify and solve problems of
bias based upon Protected Classes in all aspects of the program;
 

C. Student Access
 

1. review current and proposed programs, activities, facilities, and practices to ensure that all students have
equal access thereto and are not segregated on the basis of the Protected Classes in any duty, work, play,
classroom, or school practice, except as may be permitted under State regulations;
 

2. verify that facilities are made available, in accordance with Board Policy 7510 - Use of School Facilities, for
non-curricular student activities that are initiated by parents or other members of the community, including
but not limited to any group affiliated with the Boy Scouts of America or any other youth group listed in Title
36 of the United States Code as a patriotic society;

This language does not prohibit the District from establishing and maintaining a single-gender school, class, or
program within a school if a comparable school, class, or program is made available to students of each gender.
 

D. District Support

10/8/25, 12:11 PM BoardDocs® PL
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verify that like aspects of the District program receive like support as to staff size and compensation, purchase and
maintenance of facilities and equipment, access to such facilities and equipment, and related matters;
 

E. Student Evaluation

verify that tests, procedures, or guidance and counseling materials, which are designed to evaluate student
progress, rate aptitudes, analyze personality, or in any manner establish or tend to establish a category by which a
student may be judged, are not differentiated or stereotyped on the basis of Protected Classes.

 
Definitions:
 
Words used in this policy shall have those meaning defined herein: words not defined shall be construed according to their
plain and ordinary meanings.
 
Complainant is the individual who alleges, or is alleged, to have been subjected to unlawful discrimination/retaliation,
regardless of whether the person files a formal complaint or is pursuing an informal resolution to the alleged
discrimination/retaliation.
 
Respondent is the individual who has been alleged have engaged in unlawful discrimination/retaliation, regardless of
whether the Reporting Party files a formal complaint or is seeking an informal resolution to the alleged
discrimination/retaliation.
 
School District community means students and Board employees (i.e., administrators, and professional and classified staff),
as well as Board members, agents, volunteers, contractors, or other persons subject to the control and supervision of the
Board.
 
Third Parties include, but are not limited to, guests and/or visitors on School District property (e.g., visiting speakers,
participants on opposing athletic teams, parents), vendors doing business with, or seeking to do business with, the Board,
and other individuals who come in contact with members of the School District community at school-related
events/activities (whether on or off District property).
 
Day(s): Unless expressly stated otherwise, the term "day" or "days" as used in this policy means a business day(s) (i.e., a
day(s) that the Board office is open for normal operating hours, Monday - Friday, excluding State-recognized holidays).﻿
 
​District Compliance Officers
 
The Board designates the following individuals to serve as the District’s "Compliance Officers" (also known as "Civil Rights
Coordinators") (hereinafter referred to as the "COs").
 
Korie Wilson-Crawford
Assistant Superintendent of Human Resources
350 N. Main St.
Rockford, MI 49341
616-863-6554
kwilsoncrawford@rockfordschools.org
 
Scott Beckman
Director, Security Executive Director of Safety and Security
350 N Main
Rockford, MI 49341
616-863-6320
sbeckman@rockfordschools.org
 
The names, titles, and contact information of these individuals will be published annually on the School District's website.
 
The District will accommodate the use of certified service animals when there is an established need for such supportive aid
in the school environment. Certain restrictions may be applied when necessary due to allergies, health, safety, disability or
other issues of those in the classroom or school environment. The goal shall be to provide all students with the same access
and participation opportunities provided to other students in school. Confirmation of disability, need for a service animal to
access the school programming, and current certification/training of the service animal may be required.
 
The COs are responsible for coordinating the District's efforts to comply with applicable Federal and State laws and
regulations, including the District's duty to address in a prompt and equitable manner any inquiries or complaints regarding
discrimination, retaliation or denial of equal access. The COs shall also verify that proper notice of nondiscrimination for
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Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act (as amended), Title VI and VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Section 504 of
the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (as amended), and the Age Discrimination Act of 1975 is provided to students, their parents,
staff members, and the general public. A copy of each of the Acts and regulations on which this notice is based may be
found in the CO's office.
 
The Superintendent shall annually attempt to identify children with disabilities, ages 0-25, who reside in the District but do
not receive public education.
 
The Board is committed to educating (or providing for the education of) each qualified person with a disability with persons
who are not disabled to the maximum extent appropriate. Generally, the District will place a person with a disability in the
regular educational environment unless it is demonstrated that the education of the person in the regular environment,
even with the use of supplementary aids and services cannot be achieved satisfactorily. If the Board operates a separate
class or facility that is identifiable as being for persons with disabilities, the facility, program, and activities and services
must be comparable to the facilities, programs, and activities and services offered to students without a disability.

In addition, the Superintendent shall establish procedures to identify students who are Limited English Proficient (LEP),
including immigrant children and youth, to assess their ability to participate in District programs, and develop and
administer a program that meets the English language and academic needs of these students. This program shall include
procedures for student placement, services, evaluation and exit guidelines and shall be designed to provide students with
effective instruction that leads to academic achievement and timely acquisition of proficiency in English. As a part of this
program, the District will evaluate the progress of students in achieving English language proficiency in the areas of
listening, speaking, reading and writing, on an annual basis (also see Policy 2225). The Superintendent is responsible for
verifying that a concentration of students who are Limited English Proficient (LEP) in one or more programs is not the result
of discrimination.
 
Reports and Complaints of Unlawful Discrimination and Retaliation
 
Students and Board employees are required, and all other members of the School District community and Third Parties are
encouraged to promptly report incidents of unlawful discrimination and/or retaliation to a teacher, administrator, supervisor,
or other District official so that the Board may address the conduct. Any teacher, administrator, supervisor, or other District
employee or official who receives such a complaint shall file it with the CO within two (2) days.
 
Members of the School District community, which includes students or Third Parties, who believe they have been unlawfully
discriminated/retaliated against are entitled to utilize the complaint process set forth below. Initiating a complaint, whether
formally or informally, will not adversely affect the Complainant's employment or participation in educational or extra-
curricular programs. While there are no time limits for initiating complaints under this policy, individuals should make every
effort to file a complaint as soon as possible after the conduct occurs while the facts are known and potential witnesses are
available.
 
If, during an investigation of alleged bullying, aggressive behavior and/or harassment in accordance with Policy 5517.01 –
Bullying and Other Forms of Aggressive Behavior, the Principal believes that the reported misconduct may constitute
unlawful discrimination based on a Protected Class, the Principal shall report the act to one of the COs who shall investigate
the allegation in accordance with this policy. While the CO investigates the allegation, the Principal shall suspend the Policy
5517.01 investigation to await the CO’s written report. The CO shall keep the Principal informed of the status of the Policy
2260 investigation and provide the Principal with a copy of the resulting written report.
 
The COs will be available during regular school/work hours to discuss concerns related to unlawful
discrimination/retaliation. COs shall accept reports of unlawful discrimination/retaliation directly from any member of the
School District community or a Third Party, or receive reports that are initially filled with another Board employee. Upon
receipt of a report of alleged discrimination/retaliation, the CO will contact the Complainant and begin either an informal or
formal complaint process (depending on the Complainant's request and the nature of the alleged discrimination/retaliation),
or the CO will designate a specific individual to conduct such a process. The CO will provide a copy of this policy to the
Complainant and the Respondent any person who files a complaint. In the case of a formal complaint, the CO will prepare
recommendations for the Superintendent or oversee the preparation of such recommendations by a designee. All members
of the School District community must report incidents of discrimination/retaliation that are reported to them to the CO
within two (2) days of learning of the incident/conduct.
 
Any Board employee who directly observes unlawful discrimination/retaliation of a student is obligated, in accordance with
this policy, to report such observations to one of the COs within two (2) business days. Additionally, any Board employee
who observes an act of unlawful discrimination/retaliation is expected to intervene to stop the misconduct, unless
circumstances make such an intervention dangerous, in which case the staff member should immediately notify other Board
employees and/or local law enforcement officials, as necessary, to stop the misconduct. Thereafter, the CO/designee must
contact the Complainant, if age eighteen (18) or older, or the Complainant's parents/guardians if the Complainant is under
the age eighteen (18), within two (2) days to advise of the Board's intent to investigate the alleged wrongdoing.

10/8/25, 12:11 PM BoardDocs® PL

https://go.boarddocs.com/mi/rocf/Board.nsf/Private?open&login# 3/8



 
Investigation and Complaint Procedure
 
Except for sex discrimination and/or Sexual Harassment that is covered by Policy 2266 - Nondiscrimination on the Basis of
Sex Education Programs or Activities, any student who alleges to have been subjected to unlawful discrimination or
retaliation may seek resolution of the complaint through the procedures described below. The formal complaint procedures
involve an investigation of the individual’s claims of discrimination/retaliation and a process for rendering a decision
regarding whether the charges are substantiated.
 
Due to the sensitivity surrounding complaints of unlawful discrimination or retaliation, timelines are flexible for initiating the
complaint process; however, individuals are encouraged to file a complaint within thirty (30) days after the conduct occurs.
Once the formal complaint process is begun, the investigation will be completed in a timely manner (ordinarily, within
fifteen (15) days of the complaint being received).
 
The procedures set forth below are not intended to interfere with the rights of a student to pursue a complaint of unlawful
discrimination or retaliation with the  U.S. Department of Education, Office for Civil Rights, Lyndon Baines Johnson
Department of Education Building, 400 Maryland Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20202-1100, Telephone: (800) 421-3481, FAX:
(202) 453-6012, TDD: 800-877-8339, E-mail: OCR@ed.gov, Web: http://www.ed.gov/ocr.United States Department of
Education Office for Civil Rights ("OCR"). The Cleveland Office of the OCR can be reached at 1350 Euclid Avenue, Suite 325,
Cleveland, Ohio 44115; Telephone: (216) 522-4970; Fax: (216) 522-2573; TDD: (216) 522-4944; E-mail:
ocr.cleveland@ed.gov; Web: http://www.ed.gov/ocr. 
 
Informal Complaint Procedure
 
The goal of the informal complaint procedure is to promptly stop inappropriate behavior and facilitate resolution through an
informal means, if possible. The informal complaint procedure is provided as a less formal option for a student who alleges
unlawful discrimination or retaliation. This informal procedure is not required as a precursor to the filing of a formal
complaint.
 
The informal process is only available in those circumstances where the Complainant and the Respondent mutually agree to
participate in it.
 
The Complainant may proceed immediately to the formal complaint process and individuals who participate in the informal
procedure may request that the informal process be terminated at any time to move to the formal complaint process.
 
All complaints involving a District employee or any other adult member of the School District community and a student will
be formally investigated.
 
As an initial course of action, if a Complainant feels comfortable and safe doing so, the individual should tell or otherwise
inform the Respondent that the allegedly discriminatory/retaliatory conduct is inappropriate and must stop. The
Complainant should address the alleged misconduct as soon after it occurs as possible. The COs are available to support
and counsel the Complainant when taking this initial step or to intervene on behalf of the individual if requested to do so. A
Complainant who is uncomfortable or unwilling to directly approach the Respondent about the inappropriate conduct may
file an informal or a formal complaint. In addition, with regard to certain types of unlawful discrimination (e.g., sex
discrimination),  the CO may advise against the use of the informal complaint process.
 
A Complainant who alleges unlawful discrimination/retaliation may make an informal complaint, either orally or in writing:
(1) to a teacher, other employee, or building administrator in the school the student attends; (2) to the Superintendent or
other District-level employee; and/or (3) directly to one of the COs.
 
All informal complaints must be reported to one of the COs who will either facilitate an informal resolution as described
below, or appoint another individual to facilitate an informal resolution.
 
The School District's informal complaint procedure is designed to provide the Complainant with a range of options aimed at
bringing about a prompt resolution of their concerns. Depending upon the nature of the complaint and the Complainant's
wishes, informal resolution may involve, but not be limited to, one or more of the following:
 

A. Advising the Complainant about how to communicate concerns to the Respondent.
 

B. Distributing a copy of Policy 2260 – Nondiscrimination and Access to Equal Educational Opportunity to the
individuals in the school building or office where the Respondent works or attends.
 

C. If both parties agree, the CO may arrange and facilitate a meeting or mediation between the Complainant and the
Respondent to work out a mutual resolution.
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While there are no set time limits within which an informal complaint must be resolved, the CO or designee is directed to
attempt to resolve all informal complaints within fifteen (15) days of receiving the informal complaint. If the Complainant is
dissatisfied with the informal complaint process, the Complainant may proceed to file a formal complaint, and, as stated
above, either party may request that the informal process be terminated at any time to move to the formal complaint
process.
 
Formal Complaint Procedure
 
If a complaint is not resolved through the informal complaint process, if one (1) of the parties requested that the informal
complaint process be terminated to move to the formal complaint process, or if the Complainant, from the outset, elects to
file a formal complaint, or the Compliance Officer(s) determines the allegations are not appropriate for resolution through
the informal process, the formal complaint process shall be implemented.
 
The Complainant may file a formal complaint, either orally or in writing, with a teacher, Principal, or other District official at
the student’s school, the CO, Superintendent, or another District official who works at another school or at the District level.
Due to the sensitivity surrounding complaints of unlawful discrimination, timelines are flexible for initiating the complaint
process; however, individuals should make every effort to file a formal complaint within thirty (30) days after the conduct
occurs. If a Complainant informs a teacher, Principal, or other District official at the student’s school, Superintendent, or
other District employee, either orally or in writing, about any complaint of discrimination/retaliation, that employee must
report such information to the CO/designee within two (2) days.
 
Throughout the course of the process, the CO should keep the parties reasonably informed of the status of the investigation
and the decision-making process.
 
All formal complaints must include the following information to the extent known: the identity of the Respondent; a detailed
description of the facts upon which the complaint is based (i.e., when, where, and what occurred); a list of potential
witnesses; and the resolution sought by the Complainant.
 
If the Complainant is unwilling or unable to provide a written statement including the information set forth above, the CO
shall ask for such details in an oral interview. Thereafter, the CO will prepare a written summary of the oral interview, and
the Complainant will be asked to verify the accuracy of the reported charge by signing the document.
 
Upon receiving a formal complaint, the CO will consider whether any action should be taken in the investigatory phase to
protect the Complainant from further discrimination or retaliation, including, but not limited to, a change of work
assignment or schedule for the Complainant and/or the Respondent. In making such a determination, the CO should
consult the Complainant to assess whether the individual agrees with the proposed action. If the Complainant is unwilling to
consent to the proposed change, the CO may still take whatever actions deemed appropriate in consultation with the
Superintendent.
 
Within two (2) days of receiving the complaint, the CO or designee will initiate a formal investigation to determine whether
the Complainant has been subjected to unlawful discrimination/retaliation. The Principal will not conduct an investigation
unless directed to do so by the CO.
 
Simultaneously, the CO will inform the Respondent that a formal complaint has been received. The Respondent will be
informed about the nature of the allegations and provided with a copy of any relevant policies and/or administrative
guidelines, including Policy 2260 - Nondiscrimination and Access to Equal Educational Opportunity. The Respondent must
also be informed of the opportunity to submit a written response to the formal complaint within five (5) days.
 
Although certain cases may require additional time, the CO or designee will attempt to complete an investigation into the
allegations of discrimination/retaliation within fifteen (15) days of receiving the formal complaint. The investigation will
include:
 

A. interviews with the Complainant;
 

B. interviews with the Respondent;
 

C. interviews with any other witnesses who may reasonably be expected to have any information relevant to the
allegations;
 

D. consideration of any documentation or other information presented by the Complainant, Respondent, or any other
witness that is reasonably believed to be relevant to the allegations.
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At the conclusion of the investigation, the CO/designee shall prepare and deliver a written report to the Superintendent that
summarizes the evidence gathered during the investigation and provides recommendations based on the evidence and the
definition of unlawful discrimination/retaliation as provided in Board policy and State and Federal law as to whether the
Respondent has engaged in unlawful discrimination/retaliation of the Complainant. The CO's recommendations must be
based upon the totality of the circumstances.  In determining if unlawful discrimination or retaliation occurred, a
preponderance of evidence standard will be used.  The CO may consult with the Board’s legal counsel before finalizing the
report to the Superintendent.
 
Absent extenuating circumstances, within five (5) business days of receiving the report of the CO or designee, the
Superintendent must either issue a written decision regarding whether the charges have been substantiated or request
further investigation. A copy of the Superintendent's final decision will be delivered to both the Complainant and the
Respondent.
 
If the Superintendent requests additional investigation, the Superintendent must specify the additional information that is
to be gathered, and such additional investigation must be completed within five (5) days. At the conclusion of the additional
investigation, the Superintendent shall issue a final written decision as described above.
 
If the Superintendent determines the Respondent engaged in unlawful discrimination/retaliation toward the Complainant,
the Superintendent must identify what corrective action will be taken to stop, remedy, and prevent the recurrence of the
discrimination/retaliation. The corrective action should be reasonable, timely, age-appropriate and effective, and tailored to
the specific situation.
 
A Complainant or Respondent who is dissatisfied with the final decision of the Superintendent may appeal through a signed
written statement to the Board within five (5) days of the party's receipt of the Superintendent's decision.  
 
In an attempt to resolve the complaint, the Board shall meet with the concerned parties and their representatives within
twenty (20) days of the receipt of such an appeal. A copy of the Board's disposition of the appeal shall be sent to each
concerned party within ten (10) days of this meeting. The decision of the Board will be final.
 
The Board reserves the right to investigate and resolve a complaint or report of unlawful discrimination/retaliation
regardless of whether the student alleging the unlawful discrimination/retaliation pursues the complaint. The Board also
reserves the right to have the formal complaint investigation conducted by an external person in accordance with this policy
or in such other manner as deemed appropriate by the Board or its designee.
 
The parties may be represented, at their own cost, at any of the above described meetings/hearings.
 
The right of a person to a prompt and equitable resolution of the complaint shall not be impaired by the person's pursuit of
other remedies such as the filing of a complaint with the Office for Civil Rights, the filing of charges with local law
enforcement, or the filing of a civil action in court. Use of this internal complaint process is not a prerequisite to the pursuit
of other remedies.
 
Privacy/Confidentiality
 
The District will employ all reasonable efforts to protect the rights of the Complainant, the Respondent(s), and the
witnesses as much as possible, consistent with the Board’s legal obligations to investigate, to take appropriate action, and
to conform with any discovery or disclosure obligations. All records generated under the terms of this policy shall be
maintained as confidential to the extent permitted by law. Confidentiality, however, cannot be guaranteed. Additionally, the
Respondent must be provided the Complainant's identity.  
 
During the course of a formal investigation, the CO or designee will instruct each person who is interviewed about the
importance of maintaining confidentiality. Any individual who is interviewed as part of an investigation is expected not to
disclose to third parties any information that is learned or provided during the course of the investigation.
 
Sanctions and Monitoring
 
The Board shall vigorously enforce its prohibitions against unlawful discrimination/retaliation by taking appropriate action
reasonably calculated to stop and prevent further misconduct. While observing the principles of due process, a violation of
this policy may result in disciplinary action up to and including the discharge of an employee or the suspension/expulsion of
a student. All disciplinary action will be taken in accordance with applicable State law and the terms of the relevant
collective bargaining agreement(s). When imposing discipline, the Superintendent shall consider the totality of the
circumstances involved in the matter, including the ages and maturity levels of those involved. In those cases where
unlawful discrimination/retaliation is not substantiated, the Board may consider whether the alleged conduct nevertheless
warrants discipline in accordance with other Board policies, consistent with the terms of the relevant collective bargaining
agreement(s).
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Where the Board becomes aware that a prior remedial action has been taken against a member of the School District
community, all subsequent sanctions imposed by the Board and/or Superintendent shall be reasonably calculated to end
such conduct, prevent its reoccurrence, and remedy its effects.
 
Retaliation
 
Retaliation against a person who makes a report or files a complaint alleging unlawful harassment/retaliation or participates
as a witness in an investigation is prohibited. Neither the Board nor any other person may intimidate, threaten, coerce or
interfere with any individual because the person opposed any act or practice made unlawful by any Federal or State civil
rights law, or because that individual made a report, formal complaint, testified, assisted or participate or refused to
participate in any manner in an investigation, proceeding, or hearing under those laws and/or this policy, or because that
individual exercised, enjoyed, aided or encouraged any other person in the exercise or enjoyment of any right granted or
protected by those laws and/or this policy.
 
Retaliation against a person for making a report of discrimination, filing a formal complaint, or participating in an
investigation or meeting is a serious violation of this policy that can result in imposition of disciplinary
sanctions/consequences and/or other appropriate remedies.
 
Formal complaints alleging retaliation may be filed according to the internal complaint process set forth above.
 
The exercise of rights protected under the First Amendment of the United States Constitution does not constitute retaliation
prohibited under this policy.
 
Education and Training
 
In support of this policy, the Board promotes preventative educational measures to create greater awareness of unlawful
discriminatory practices. The Superintendent shall provide appropriate information to all members of the School District
community related to the implementation of this policy and shall provide training for District students and staff where
appropriate. All training, as well as all information, provided regarding the Board's policy and discrimination in general, will
be age and content appropriate.
 
The District will endeavor to assist the student and/or the student's his/her  parents in their access to District programs by
providing notices to the parents and students in a language and format that they are likely to understand.
 
Materials approved by the State Department of Education describing the benefits of instruction in Braille reading and writing
shall be provided to each blind student’s individualized planning committee. The District shall not deny a student the
opportunity for instruction in Braille, reading, and writing solely because the student has some remaining vision.
 
Retention of Investigatory Records and Materials
 
The Compliance Officer(s) is responsible for overseeing retention of all records that must be maintained pursuant to this
policy. All individuals charged with conducting investigations under this policy must retain all information, documents,
electronically stored information, and electronic media (as defined in Policy 8315) created and received as part of an
investigation, which may include, but not be limited to:
 

A. all written reports/allegations/complaints/grievances/ statements/responses pertaining to an alleged violation of this
policy;
 

B. any narratives that memorialize oral reports/allegations/ complaints/grievances/statements/responses pertaining to
an alleged violation of this policy;
 

C. any documentation that memorializes the actions taken by District personnel or individuals contracted or appointed
by the Board to fulfill its responsibilities related to the investigation and/or the District’s response to the alleged
violation of this policy;
 

D. written witness statements;
 

E. narratives, notes from, or audio, video, or digital recordings of witness interviews/statements;
 

F. e-mails, texts, or social media posts that directly relate to or constitute evidence pertaining to an alleged violation of
this policy (i.e., not after-the-fact commentary about or media coverage of the incident);
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G. notes or summaries prepared contemporaneously by the investigator in whatever form made (e.g., handwritten,
keyed into a computer or tablet, etc.), but not including transitory notes whose content is otherwise memorialized in
other documents;
 

H. written disciplinary sanctions issued to students or employees and other documentation that memorializes oral
disciplinary sanctions issued to students or employees for violations of this policy;
 

I. dated written determinations/reports (including summaries of relevant exculpatory and inculpatory evidence) and
other documentation that memorializes oral notifications to the parties concerning the outcome of the investigation,
including any consequences imposed as a result of a violation of this policy;
 

J. documentation of any supportive measures offered and/or provided to the Complainant and/or the Respondent
including no contact orders issued to both parties, the dates the no contact orders were issued, and the dates the
parties acknowledged receipt of the no contact orders;
 

K. documentation of all actions taken, both individual and systemic, to stop the discrimination or harassment, prevent
its recurrence, eliminate any hostile environment, and remedy its discriminatory effects;
 

L. copies of the Board policy and/or procedures/guidelines used by the District to conduct the investigation, and any
documents used by the District at the time of the alleged violation to communicate the Board’s expectations to
students and staff with respect to the subject of this policy (e.g., Student Code of Conduct and/or Employee
Handbooks);
 

M. copies of any documentation that memorializes any formal or informal resolutions to the alleged discrimination or
harassment.

 
The information, documents, ESI, and electronic media (as defined in Policy 8315) retained may include public records and
records exempt from disclosure under Federal and/or State law (e.g., student records).
 
These investigative records and materials created or received as part of an investigation shall be retained in accordance
with Policy 8310, Policy 8315, Policy 8320, and Policy 8330 for not less than three (3) years, but longer if required by the
District’s records retention schedule.
 
Revised 3/25/19
 
© Neola 20251 

Legal M.C.L. 380.1146, 380.1704, 37.1101 et seq., 37.2402, 37.1402, 37.2101-37.2804

Fourteenth Amendment, U.S. Constitution

20 U.S.C. Section 1681, Title IX of Education Amendments Act

20 U.S.C. Section 1701 et seq., Equal Educational Opportunities Act of 1974

20 U.S.C. Section 7905, Boy Scouts of America Equal Access Act

29 U.S.C. Section 794, Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended

29 C.F.R. Part 1635

42 U.S.C. Section 2000 et seq., Civil Rights Act of 1964

42 U.S.C. Section 2000ff et seq., The Genetic Information Nondiscrimination Act

42 U.S.C. 6101 et seq., Age Discrimination Act of 1975

34 C.F.R. Part 110 (7/27/93)

Vocational Education Program Guidelines for Eliminating Discrimination and Denial of
Services, Department of Education, Office of Civil Rights, March 1979

42 U.S.C. 12101 et seq., The Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, as amended
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Book Policy Manual

Section Board Prep 40.1 Nondiscrimination

Title Copy of NONDISCRIMINATION ON THE BASIS OF SEX IN EDUCATION PROGRAMS OR
ACTIVITIES

Code po2264

Status

Adopted August 12, 2024

2264 - NONDISCRIMINATION ON THE BASIS OF SEX IN EDUCATION PROGRAMS OR ACTIVITIES
 
This policy pertains to sex discrimination, including sex-based harassment, which occurs on or after August 1, 2024.
Allegations of sex-based harassment, that occur on or before July 31, 2024, shall be addressed pursuant to Policy 2266 and
AG 2266. Throughout this policy, unless expressly stated otherwise, reference to “Title IX” includes and incorporates the
2024 Title IX regulations (also known as the “2024 Final Rule”). The Title IX regulations are found at 34 CFR Part 106.
References solely to Title IX (20 U.S.C. §§ 1681 – 1688) are denoted as “Title IX (Statute).”  In this policy, unless the
context otherwise requires, words importing the singular include the plural and vice versa.

NONDISCRIMINATION
 
Overview:
 
The Board of Education of the Rockford Public School District (hereinafter referred to as “the Board” or “the District”) does
not discriminate on the basis of sex and prohibits sex discrimination in any education program or activity that it operates,
as required by Title IX, including in admission and employment. 
 
Discrimination on the basis of sex includes discrimination on the basis of sex stereotypes, sex characteristics, pregnancy or
related conditions, sexual orientation, and gender identity.
 
The Board is committed to maintaining an education and work environment that is free from sex discrimination (including
sex-based harassment), responding promptly and effectively when it has knowledge of conduct that reasonably may
constitute sex discrimination, and addressing sex discrimination in its education program or activity. Persons who commit
sex-based harassment are subject to the full range of disciplinary sanctions set forth in this policy. The Board will provide
persons who have experienced sex-based harassment ongoing remedies as reasonably necessary to restore or preserve
access to the District’s education program or activity.
 
KEY DEFINITIONS
 
Words used in this policy shall have those meanings specified herein; words not defined herein shall be construed according
to their plain and ordinary meanings.
 
Complainant means:
 

 
Complaint means: an oral or written request to the District that objectively can be understood as a request for the District
to investigate and make a determination about alleged discrimination under Title IX.
 
Day(s): Unless expressly stated otherwise, the term “day” or “days” as used in this policy means business day(s) (i.e., a
day(s) that the Board office is open for normal operating hours, Monday – Friday, excluding State-recognized holidays).
 

A. a student or employee who is alleged to have been subjected to conduct that could constitute sex discrimination
under Title IX; or
 

B. a person other than a student or employee who is alleged to have been subjected to conduct that could constitute
sex discrimination under Title IX and who was participating or attempting to participate in the District’s education
program or activity at the time of the alleged sex discrimination.
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Disciplinary sanctions means: consequences imposed on a respondent following a determination under Title IX that the
respondent violated the Board’s prohibition on sex discrimination.
 
Education program or activity refers to: all the District’s operations including, but not limited to, in-person and
online/remote educational instruction, employment, extracurricular activities, athletics, performances, and community
engagement and outreach programs. The term applies to all activity that occurs on school grounds or on other property
owned or occupied by the Board. It also includes events and circumstances that take place off school property/grounds but
over which the District asserts disciplinary authority.
 
Eligible Student means: a student who has reached eighteen (18) years of age or is attending an institution of
postsecondary education.
 
Exculpatory evidence means: evidence that is favorable to a respondent because it helps excuse, justify, or absolve a
respondent of alleged wrongdoing and tends to establish a respondent did not engage in sex discrimination.
 
Inculpatory evidence means: evidence that links a respondent to alleged wrongdoing and tends to establish a respondent
engaged in sex discrimination (i.e., has culpability).
 
Parental status means: the status of a person who, with respect to another person who is under the age of eighteen (18)
or who is eighteen (18) or older but is incapable of self-care because of a physical or mental disability, is:
 

Party means: a complainant or respondent.
 
Peer retaliation means: retaliation by a student against another student.
 
Pregnancy or related conditions means:
 

Relevant means: related to the allegations of sex discrimination under investigation as part of the Board’s grievance
procedures. Questions are relevant when they seek evidence that may aid in showing whether the alleged sex
discrimination occurred, and evidence is relevant when it may aid a decisionmaker in determining whether the alleged sex
discrimination occurred.
 
Remedies means: measures provided, as appropriate, to a complainant or any other person the District identifies as
having had their equal access to the District’s education program or activity limited or denied by sex discrimination. These
measures are provided to restore or preserve that person’s access to the District’s education program or activity after the
District determines that sex discrimination occurred.
 
Respondent means: a person who is alleged to have violated the Board’s prohibition on sex discrimination.
 
Retaliation means: intimidation, threats, coercion, or discrimination against any person by the District, a student, a Board
employee, or any other person authorized by the Board to provide aid, benefit, or service under the District’s education
program or activity, for the purpose of interfering with any right or privilege secured by Title IX, or because the person has
reported information, made a complaint, testified, assisted, or participated or refused to participate in any manner in an
investigation, proceeding, or hearing under the 2024 Title IX regulations.

A. a biological parent;
 

B. an adoptive parent;
 

C. a foster parent;
 

D. a stepparent;
 

E. a legal custodian or guardian;
 

F. in loco parentis with respect to such a person; or
 

G. actively seeking legal custody, guardianship, visitation, or adoption of such a person.

A. pregnancy, childbirth, termination of pregnancy, or lactation;
 

B. medical conditions related to pregnancy, childbirth, termination of pregnancy, or lactation; or
 

C. recovery from pregnancy, childbirth, termination of pregnancy, lactation, or related medical conditions.
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Sex-based harassment prohibited under this policy and the 2024 Title IX regulations is a form of sex discrimination and
means sexual harassment and other harassment on the basis of sex – including on the basis of sex stereotypes, sex
characteristics, pregnancy or related conditions, sexual orientation, and gender identity – that is:
 

A. Quid pro quo harassment. An employee, agent, or other person authorized by the Board to provide an aid, benefit,
or service under the District’s education program or activity explicitly or impliedly conditioning the provision of such
an aid, benefit, or service on a person’s participation in unwelcome sexual conduct.

OR
 

B. Hostile environment harassment. Unwelcome sex-based conduct that, based on the totality of the circumstances, is
subjectively and objectively offensive and is so severe or pervasive that it limits or denies a person’s ability to
participate in or benefit from the District’s education program or activity (i.e., creates a hostile environment).
Whether a hostile environment has been created is a fact-specific inquiry that includes consideration of the
following:
 

1. the degree to which the conduct affected the complainant’s ability to access the District’s education program
or activity;
 

2. the type, frequency, and duration of the conduct;
 

3. the parties’ ages, roles within the District’s education program or activity, previous interactions, and other
factors about each party that may be relevant to evaluating the effects of the conduct;
 

4. the location of the conduct and the context in which the conduct occurred; and
 

5. other sex-based harassment in the District’s education program or activity.

OR
 

C. Specific offenses.
 

1. Sexual assault meaning an offense classified as a forcible or nonforcible sex offense under the uniform crime
reporting system of the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
 

2. Dating violence meaning violence committed by a person:
 

a. who is or has been in a social relationship of a romantic or intimate nature with the victim; and
 

b. where the existence of such a relationship shall be determined based on a consideration of the
following factors:
 

1. the length of the relationship;
 

2. the type of relationship; and
 

3. the frequency of interaction between the persons involved in the relationship.
 

3. Domestic violence meaning felony or misdemeanor crimes committed by a person who:
 

a. is a current or former spouse or intimate partner of the victim under the family or domestic violence
laws of the jurisdiction in which the District is located, or a person similarly situated to a spouse of the
victim;
 

b. is cohabitating, or has cohabitated, with the victim as a spouse or intimate partner;
 

c. shares a child in common with the victim; or
 

d. commits acts against a youth or adult victim who is protected from those acts under the family or
domestic violence laws of the applicable jurisdiction.
 

4. Stalking meaning engaging in a course of conduct directed at a specific person that would cause a reasonable
person to:
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Student means: a person eligible to enroll in, attend, or participate in an elementary (including preschool) or secondary
school in the District and who is enrolled in, attending, or participating in, or is seeking/attempting to enroll in, attend, or
participate, in the District’s education program or activity.
 
Student with a disability means: a student who is an individual with a disability as defined under Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended (“Section 504"), or a child with a disability as defined under the Individuals with
Disabilities Education Improvement Act (“IDEA”).
 
Supportive measures means: individualized measures offered as appropriate, as reasonably available, without
unreasonably burdening a complainant or respondent, not for punitive or disciplinary reasons, and without fee or charge to
the complainant or respondent to:
 

Parental, Family, or Marital Status
 
The Board will not adopt or apply any policy, practice, or procedure concerning a student’s current, potential, or past
parental, family, or marital status that treats such student differently on the basis of sex. 
 
Pregnancy or Related Conditions
 
Students:
 
The Board prohibits discrimination in its education program or activity against any student based on the student’s current,
potential, or past pregnancy or related conditions.  A student who is pregnant or experiencing related conditions shall
receive comparable treatment to those with temporary medical conditions.  In other words, to the extent not otherwise
addressed above, the Board will treat pregnancy or related conditions in the same manner and under the same policies as
any other medical condition with respect to any medical or hospital benefit, service, plan, or policy the Board administers,
operates, offers, or participates in with respect to students admitted to the District’s education program or activity.
 
The District will not require a student who is pregnant or has related conditions to provide certification from a healthcare
provider or any other person that the student is physically able to participate in the District’s class, program, or
extracurricular activity unless:
 

 
District’s Responsibilities with Respect to a Student’s Pregnancy or Related Conditions
 
When a Board employee is informed of a student’s pregnancy or related conditions by the student or a person who has a
legal right to act on behalf of the student, the employee shall promptly provide that person with the Title IX Coordinator’s
contact information and inform that person that the Title IX Coordinator can coordinate specific actions to prevent sex
discrimination and ensure the student’s equal access to the District’s education program or activity, unless the employee
reasonably believes the Title IX Coordinator has already been notified. 
 
Once a student, or a person who has a legal right to act on behalf of the student, notifies the Title IX Coordinator of the
student’s pregnancy or related conditions, the Title IX Coordinator shall promptly take the following specific actions to
effectively prevent sex discrimination and ensure equal access to the District’s education program or activity: 
 

 
a. fear for the person’s safety or the safety of others; or

 
b. suffer substantial emotional distress.

 

A. restore or preserve that party’s access to the District’s education program or activity, including measures that are
designed to protect the safety of the parties or the District’s educational environment; or
 

B. provide support during the Board’s grievance procedures or an informal resolution process.

A. the certified level of physical ability or health is necessary for participation in the class, program, or extracurricular
activity;
 

B. the District requires such certification of all students participating in the class, program, or extracurricular activity;
and
 

C. the information obtained is not used as a basis for discrimination prohibited by Title IX or this Policy.

A. Inform the student and, if applicable, the person who notified the Title IX Coordinator of the District’s obligations to:
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Employees:

The Board will not adopt or implement any policy, practice, or procedure, or take any employment action, on the basis of
sex: 
 

 
The Board also will not make a pre-employment inquiry as to the marital status of an applicant for employment, including
whether such applicant is a “Miss or Mrs.”
 
Similarly, the Board will treat pregnancy or related conditions as any other temporary medical conditions for all job-related
purposes, including commencement, duration, and extensions of leave; payment of disability income; accrual of seniority
and any other benefit or service; and reinstatement; and under any fringe benefit offered to employees by virtue of
employment.
 
If an employee has insufficient leave or accrued employment time to qualify for leave under the Board’s leave policy, the
Board will treat pregnancy or related conditions as a justification for a voluntary leave of absence without pay for a
reasonable period of time, at the conclusion of which the employee shall be reinstated to the status held when the leave
began or to a comparable position, without decrease in rate of compensation or loss of promotional opportunities, or any
other right or privilege of employment.
 
The Board will provide reasonable break time for an employee to express breast milk or breastfeed as needed and will
provide the employee with access to a lactation space, which must be a space other than a bathroom that is clean, shielded
from view, free from intrusion from others, and may be used by an employee for expressing breast milk or breastfeeding as
needed.  See Board Policy 6700 – Fair Labor Standards Act.
 
TITLE IX COORDINATOR(S)
 
The Board designates and authorizes the following individual(s) to coordinate its efforts to comply with the Board’s
responsibilities under Title IX:

Dr. Korie Wilson-Crawford

1. prohibit sex discrimination under this policy, including sex-based harassment;
 

2. provide the student with the option of reasonable modifications to the Board’s policies, practices, or
procedures because of pregnancy or related conditions;
 

3. allow access, on a voluntary basis, to any separate and comparable portion of the District’s education
program or activity;
 

4. allow a voluntary leave of absence;
 

5. provide lactation space; and
 

6. maintain grievance procedures that provide for the prompt and equitable resolution of complaints of sex
discrimination, including sex-based harassment. 
 

B. Provide the student with voluntary reasonable modifications to the Board’s policies, practices, or procedures because
of pregnancy or related conditions.
 

C. Allow the student to take a voluntary leave of absence from the District’s education program or activity to cover, at
minimum, the period of time deemed medically necessary by the student’s licensed healthcare provider. To the
extent that a Board maintains a leave policy for students that allows a greater period of time than the medically
necessary period, the Board shall permit the student to take leave under that policy instead if the student so
chooses. When the student returns to the District’s education program or activity, the student will be reinstated to
the academic status and, as practicable, to the extracurricular status that the student held when the leave began. 
 

D. Provide lactation space, which must be a space other than a bathroom, that is clean, shielded from view, free from
intrusion from others, and may be used by a student for expressing breast milk or breastfeeding as needed.

A. concerning the current, potential, or past parental, family, or marital status of an employee or applicant for
employment, which treats persons differently; or 
 

B. that is based upon whether an employee or applicant for employment is the head of household or principal wage
earner in such employee’s or applicant’s family unit.
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Assistant Superintendent, Human Resources
350 N. Main St Rockford, MI 49341
kwilsoncrawford@rockfordschools.org
616-863-6554
 
Scott Beckman
Director of Security
350 N. Main St. Rockford, MI 49341
sbeckman@rockfordschools.org
616-863-6320

The Board designates Dr. Korie Wilson-Crawford as the coordinator who is ultimately responsible for oversight over the
Board’s compliance with its responsibilities under Title IX.
 
The Title IX Coordinator may delegate specific duties to one (1) or more designees.

The Title IX Coordinator shall report directly to the Superintendent except when the Superintendent is a party to a
complaint (i.e., either the complainant or the respondent). Under such circumstances, the Title IX Coordinator shall report
directly to the Board’s Legal Counsel until the matter in which the Superintendent is a party is concluded.
 
Questions about this policy and Policy 2266 and AG 2264 and AG 2266 should be directed to the Title IX Coordinator. 
 
The Title IX Coordinator shall monitor the District’s education programs and activities for barriers to reporting information
about conduct that reasonably may constitute sex discrimination under Title IX, and take steps reasonably calculated to
address such barriers.
 
Notice of Nondiscrimination
 
The Superintendent shall provide a notice of nondiscrimination to students, parents, guardians, or other authorized legal
representatives of elementary and secondary students; employees; applicants for admission and employment; and all
unions and professional organizations holding collective bargaining or professional agreements with the Board. Specifically,
the Superintendent shall post the notice of nondiscrimination on the District’s website and in each handbook, catalog,
announcement, bulletin, and application form that it makes available to the persons listed above, or which are otherwise
used in connection with the recruitment of students or employees.
 
GRIEVANCE PROCEDURES
 
Overview: 
 
The Board adopts the following grievance procedures to provide for the prompt and equitable resolution of complaints made
by students, employees, or other individuals who are participating or attempting to participate in the District’s education
program or activity, or by the Title IX Coordinator, alleging any action that would be prohibited by Title IX.
 
These grievance procedures shall be used for all complaints of sex discrimination, including sex-based harassment,
involving conduct alleged to have occurred on or after August 1, 2024. These grievance procedures also may be used, at
the discretion of the Title IX Coordinator, to investigate, address, and remedy (as necessary) conduct alleged to have
occurred before August 1, 2024, that does not involve sex-based harassment, but some other form of sex discrimination
prohibited by Title IX (Statute) – e.g., claims of unequal athletic opportunities, admissions discrimination, discrimination in
courses or academic programs (i.e., excluding students from certain classes or programs based on their sex), pregnancy
discrimination, unequal treatment based on parental, family, or marital status, discrimination in employment (including in
hiring, promotion, and compensation), and retaliation. If the Title IX Coordinator elects not to use these grievances
procedures to investigate and resolve such claims, the Title IX Coordinator will still need to implement some procedures to
assess – in a prompt, effective, and equitable manner – whether Title IX (Statute) was violated, and, if it was, how best to
end the sex discrimination in the District’s education program or activity, prevent its recurrence, and remedy its effects.
 
Reports and Formal Complaints of “Sexual Harassment” (as defined in Policy 2266) involving conduct alleged to have
occurred prior to August 1, 2024, are subject to the grievance procedures outlined in Policy 2266. 
 
Under all circumstances, the Title IX Coordinator shall offer and coordinate supportive measures, as appropriate, in
accordance with this policy, or Policy 2266, if the Report or Formal Complaint involves “Sexual Harassment” alleged to have
occurred prior to August 1, 2024. 
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If the conduct giving rise to a report or complaint of sex discrimination is alleged to have occurred both before and after
August 1, 2024 (i.e., is part of a pattern of sex discrimination), the Title IX Coordinator shall determine whether to use the
grievance procedures contained in this policy or the grievance procedures contained in Policy 2266. The Title IX Coordinator
will notify, in writing, the parties of the determination and the rationale for it. Under no circumstances, however, will a party
be denied the due process to which the party is entitled based on the U.S. Department of Education issued regulations in
effect at the time the conduct alleged to violate Title IX (Statute) took place.  Nothing herein shall prevent the Title IX
Coordinator from using a hybrid grievance procedure that contains aspects of the grievance procedures contained in both
this policy and Policy 2266 so that the parties receive all of the due process to which they are entitled.
 
Complaints:
 
The following people may make a complaint of sex discrimination – i.e., request that the District investigate and make a
determination about whether sex discrimination as prohibited under Title IX occurred:
 

 
A person is entitled to make a complaint of sex-based harassment only if they themselves are alleged to have been
subjected to the sex-based harassment, if they have a legal right to act on behalf of such person who was subjected to the
sex-based harassment, or if the Title IX Coordinator initiates a complaint consistent with the requirements of the 2024 Title
IX regulations.
 
With respect to complaints of sex discrimination other than sex-based harassment, in addition to the people listed above,
the following persons have a right to make a complaint:
 

 
The District may consolidate complaints of sex discrimination against more than one (1) respondent, or by more than one
(1) complainant against one (1) or more respondents, or by one (1) party against another party, when the allegations of
sex discrimination arise out of the same facts or circumstances. When more than one (1) complainant or more than one (1)
respondent is involved, references below to a party, complainant, or respondent include the plural, as applicable. 
 
Basic Requirements: 
 
The District will treat complainants and respondents equitably.
 
All persons involved with implementing the grievance procedures and any other aspects of Policy 2264, including the Title
IX Coordinator, the investigator, the decisionmaker, and the appeal decisionmaker, shall be free from any conflicts of
interest or bias for or against complainants or respondents generally or an individual complainant or respondent. 

The Title IX Coordinator may serve simultaneously as an investigator and/or a decisionmaker.
 
If the Title IX Coordinator does not intend to serve as the investigator and decisionmaker in a specific case, the Title IX
Coordinator shall designate one (1) or more administrators who are appropriately trained to serve in the role. Likewise, the
Title IX Coordinator shall appoint an appeal decisionmaker when an appeal is filed.
 
In circumstances when the Title IX Coordinator and trained administrators do not have time/capacity to serve, or are
prevented due to a conflict of interest, bias, or partiality, or other reasons that impair the Title IX Coordinator and other
trained administrators from serving as an investigator and/or decisionmaker in a specific case, the Title IX Coordinator shall
secure one (1) or more independent third parties to serve as the investigator and/or decisionmaker. Similarly, the Title IX
Coordinator has authority to secure an independent third party to serve as the appeal decisionmaker.

A. a “complainant,” which includes: 
 

1. a student or employee of the District who is alleged to have been subjected to conduct that could constitute
sex discrimination under Title IX; or
 

2. a person other than a student or employee of the District who is alleged to have been subjected to conduct
that could constitute sex discrimination under Title IX at a time when that individual was participating or
attempting to participate in the District’s education program or activity;
 

B. a parent, guardian, or other authorized legal representative with the legal right to act on behalf of a complainant; 
 

C. the District’s Title IX Coordinator.

A. any student or employee of the District; or
 

B. any person other than a student or employee who was participating or attempting to participate in the District’s
education program or activity at the time of the alleged sex discrimination.
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The District presumes that the respondent is not responsible for the alleged sex discrimination until a determination is
made at the conclusion of its grievance procedures.
 
Under ordinary circumstances, the Board expects to complete the major stages of the grievance procedures within the
timeframe specified below: 
 

 
The Title IX Coordinator, or the Superintendent if the Title IX Coordinator is the individual requesting an extension, may
approve reasonable extensions of the preceding timeframes on a case-by-case basis for good cause with notice to the
parties. 
 
The District will take reasonable steps to protect the privacy of the parties and witnesses during its grievance procedures.
These steps will not restrict the ability of the parties to obtain and present evidence, including by speaking to witnesses;
consulting with their family members, confidential resources, or advisors; or otherwise preparing for or participating in the
grievance procedures. The parties shall not engage in retaliation, including against witnesses.
 
The Title IX Coordinator, or designated decisionmaker, shall objectively evaluate all evidence that is relevant and not
otherwise impermissible — including both inculpatory and exculpatory evidence. Credibility determinations shall not be
based on a person’s status as a complainant, respondent, or witness.
 
The following types of evidence, and questions seeking that evidence, are impermissible (i.e., will not be accessed or
considered, except by the District to determine whether one of the exceptions listed below applies; will not be disclosed;
and will not otherwise be used), regardless of whether they are relevant:
 

 
Notice of Allegations: 
 

A. Evaluation – The Title IX Coordinator will determine whether to dismiss a complaint or investigate it within fifteen
(15) days of receiving the complaint.
 

B. Investigation – The Title IX Coordinator, or designated investigator, shall ordinarily complete the investigation (i.e.,
collect relevant evidence that is not otherwise impermissible) within thirty (30) days of the Title IX Coordinator
determining the charges require investigation. If, however, the Title IX Coordinator, or designated investigator,
determines that the investigation is going to take longer, the Title IX Coordinator will so notify the parties and will
thereafter keep the parties informed of the status of the matter on a regular basis Once the Title IX Coordinator, or
designated investigator, provides the parties with “access” to either the relevant and not otherwise impermissible
evidence and/or an accurate description of the evidence, the parties will have five (5) days to respond to the
evidence or the description of the evidence unless the Title IX Coordinator approves a party’s written request for
more time. If the Title IX Coordinator approves such a request, both parties will be afforded an equal amount of
time to submit their response.
 

C. Determination – After the parties either submit responses to the evidence/description of the evidence, or the
deadline for submitting such responses expires, the Title IX Coordinator, or designated decisionmaker, will consider
the relevant and otherwise not impermissible evidence and issue a determination as to whether sex discrimination
occurred. The determination shall be issued within ten (10) days of the deadline for the parties to submit responses
to the evidence/description of the evidence unless the Title IX Coordinator approves an extension of time, which
must be communicated in writing to the parties.
 

D. Appeal – A party filing an appeal of the Title IX Coordinator’s decision to dismiss a complaint must do so within five
(5) days of receiving the Dismissal.

A. evidence that is protected under a privilege recognized by Federal or State law, unless the person to whom the
privilege or confidentiality is owed has voluntarily waived the privilege or confidentiality;
 

B. a party’s or witness’s records that are made or maintained by a physician, psychologist, or other recognized
professional or paraprofessional in connection with the provision of treatment to the party or witness unless the
District obtains that party’s or witness’s voluntary, written consent for use in its grievance procedures; and
 

C. evidence that relates to the complainant’s sexual interests or prior sexual conduct, unless evidence about the
complainant’s prior sexual conduct is offered to prove that someone other than the respondent committed the
alleged conduct or is evidence about specific incidents of the complainant’s prior sexual conduct with the respondent
that is offered to prove consent to the alleged sex-based harassment. The fact of prior consensual sexual conduct
between the complainant and respondent shall not by itself demonstrate or imply the complainant’s consent to the
alleged sex-based harassment or preclude a determination that sex-based harassment occurred.
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Upon initiation of the Board’s grievance procedures, the Title IX Coordinator shall notify the parties of the following:
 

 
Should the Title IX Coordinator decide, at any point, to investigate allegations that are materially beyond the scope of the
initial written notice, the Title IX Coordinator will provide a supplemental written notice describing the additional allegations
to be investigated.
 
Dismissal of a Complaint: 
 
The Title IX Coordinator may dismiss a complaint of sex discrimination if:
 

 
Upon dismissal, the Title IX Coordinator will promptly notify the complainant of the basis for the dismissal. If the dismissal
occurs after the respondent has been notified of the allegations, then the Title IX Coordinator will also notify the respondent
of the dismissal and the basis for the dismissal promptly following notification to the complainant, or simultaneously if
notification is in writing.
 
The Title IX Coordinator will notify the complainant that a dismissal may be appealed and will provide the complainant with
an opportunity to appeal the dismissal of a complaint. If the dismissal occurs after the respondent has been notified of the
allegations, then the Title IX Coordinator will also notify the respondent that the dismissal may be appealed. Dismissals
may be appealed on the following bases:
 

 
If the dismissal is appealed, the Title IX Coordinator will:
 

A. the Board’s Title IX grievance procedures and informal resolution process;
 

B. sufficient information available at the time to allow the parties to respond to the allegations, including the identities
of the parties involved in the incident(s), the conduct alleged to constitute sex discrimination, and the date(s) and
location(s) of the alleged incident(s); 
 

C. retaliation is prohibited; and
 

D. the parties are entitled to an equal opportunity to access the relevant and not otherwise impermissible evidence or
an accurate description of this evidence. If the Title IX Coordinator, or designated investigator, provides the parties
with a description of the evidence, any party may request access to the relevant and not otherwise impermissible
evidence. The Title IX Coordinator will provide the requesting party with the relevant and not otherwise
impermissible evidence in a timely manner.

A. the District is unable to identify the respondent after taking reasonable steps to do so; 
 

B. the respondent is not participating in the District’s education program or activity and is not employed by the Board;
 

C. the complainant voluntarily withdraws any or all the allegations in the complaint, the Title IX Coordinator declines to
initiate a complaint, and the District determines that, without the complainant’s withdrawn allegations, the conduct
that remains alleged in the complaint, if any, would not constitute sex discrimination under Title IX even if proven;
or
 

D. the District determines the conduct alleged in the complaint, even if proven, would not constitute sex discrimination
under Title IX. Before dismissing the complaint, the Title IX Coordinator will make reasonable efforts to clarify the
allegations with the complainant.

A. procedural irregularity that would change the outcome; 
 

B. new evidence that would change the outcome and that was not reasonably available when the dismissal was made;
and
 

C. the Title IX Coordinator, investigator, or decisionmaker had a conflict of interest or bias for or against complainants
or respondents generally or the individual complainant or respondent that would change the outcome.

A. notify the parties of any appeal, including notice of the allegations, if notice was not previously provided to the
respondent; 
 

B. implement appeal procedures equally for the parties; 
 

C. ensure that the appeal decisionmaker did not take part in an investigation of the allegations or dismissal of the
complaint; 
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When a complaint is dismissed, the Title IX Coordinator will, at a minimum: 
 

 
Informal Resolution Process: 
 
In lieu of resolving a complaint through the Board’s Title IX grievance procedures, the parties may instead elect to
participate in an informal resolution process. The District will not offer an informal resolution to resolve a complaint that
includes allegations that an employee engaged in sex-based harassment of an elementary school or secondary school
student, or when such a process would conflict with Federal, State, or local law.
 
Adding Allegations and/or Consolidating Complaints:
 
If, in the course of an investigation, the District decides to investigate additional allegations of sex discrimination by the
respondent toward the complainant that are not included in the original Notice of Allegations provided or that are included
in a complaint that is consolidated, the Title IX Coordinator will notify the parties of the additional allegations.
 
Investigation:
 
The District will provide for an adequate, reliable, and impartial investigation of complaints.
 
The burden is on the District — not on the parties — to conduct an investigation that gathers sufficient evidence to
determine whether sex discrimination occurred. 
 
The Title IX Coordinator, or the designated investigator and/or decisionmaker, will provide an equal opportunity for the
parties to present fact witnesses and other inculpatory and exculpatory evidence that are relevant and not otherwise
impermissible. 
 
The Title IX Coordinator, or the designated investigator and/or decisionmaker, will review all evidence gathered through the
investigation and determine what evidence is relevant and what evidence is impermissible regardless of relevance. 
 
The District will provide each party with an equal opportunity to access the evidence that is relevant to the allegations of
sex discrimination and not otherwise impermissible, in the following manner:
 

 

 
D. ensure that the appeal decisionmaker has been trained consistent with the 2024 Title IX regulations

 
E. provide the parties a reasonable and equal opportunity to make a statement in support of, or challenging, the

outcome; and
 

F. notify the parties of the result of the appeal and the rationale for the result.

A. offer supportive measures to the complainant as appropriate;
 

B. if the respondent has been notified of the allegations, offer supportive measures to the respondent as appropriate;
and
 

C. take other prompt and effective steps, as appropriate, to ensure that sex discrimination does not continue or recur
within the District’s education program or activity.

A. the District will provide the parties with an equal opportunity to access either the relevant and not otherwise
impermissible evidence, or an accurate description of this evidence;

If the Title IX Coordinator, or designated investigator, provides a description of the evidence, the Title IX
Coordinator, or designated investigator, will provide the parties with an equal opportunity to access the relevant and
not otherwise impermissible evidence upon the request of any party.
 

B. the District will provide a reasonable opportunity to the parties to respond to the evidence or the accurate
description of the evidence; and
 

C. the District will take reasonable steps to prevent and address the parties’ unauthorized disclosure of information and
evidence obtained solely through the grievance procedures. Disclosures of such information and evidence for
purposes of administrative proceedings or litigation related to the complaint of sex discrimination are authorized.
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Questioning the Parties and Witnesses:

 If the investigator and decisionmaker are two (2) separate individuals, the decisionmaker will have an opportunity to
question the parties and witnesses to adequately assess a party’s or witness’s credibility to the extent credibility is both in
dispute and relevant to evaluating one (1) or more allegations of sex discrimination. 
 
If the investigator and the decisionmaker are the same person, the decisionmaker will have an opportunity to question the
parties and witnesses in individual meetings as part of the investigation.
 
Before concluding the Investigation, the investigator may allow each party to propose/submit in writing relevant questions
that the party wants asked of any party or witness and the investigator will review any questions submitted by the parties
and ask those questions of the specific party or witness that the investigator determines – in the investigator’s sole
discretion – may lead to probative evidence that will assist the decisionmaker in determining whether sex discrimination
occurred. The investigator’s decision to ask or not ask a specific question proposed by a party is not subject to review. Any
questions asked must be relevant and not otherwise impermissible.

 
After the parties have an opportunity to review the relevant and not otherwise impermissible evidence, or an accurate
description of this evidence, the decisionmaker may allow each party to propose/submit in writing relevant questions that
the party wants asked of any party or witness and the decisionmaker will review any relevant and not otherwise
impermissible questions submitted by the parties and ask those questions of the specific party or witness that the
decisionmaker determines – in the decisionmaker’s sole discretion – may lead to probative evidence that will assist the
decisionmaker in determining whether sex discrimination occurred. The decisionmaker’s decision to ask or not ask a specific
question proposed by a party is not subject to review. Any questions asked must be relevant and not otherwise
impermissible.
 
Determination of Whether Sex Discrimination Occurred: 
 
Following an investigation and evaluation of all relevant and not otherwise impermissible evidence, the Title IX Coordinator
or designated decisionmaker will:
 

 
Appeal of Determinations:
 
If a party disagrees with the decisionmaker’s determination as to whether sex discrimination occurred, the party may file an
appeal. Appeals must be submitted, in writing, within five (5) days of the appealing party’s receipt of the Determination. 

A. Use the preponderance of the evidence standard of proof to determine whether sex discrimination occurred.
This standard of proof requires the decisionmaker to evaluate relevant and not otherwise impermissible evidence for
its persuasiveness. If the decisionmaker, applying the applicable standard, is not persuaded by the relevant and not
otherwise impermissible evidence that sex discrimination occurred, regardless of the quantity of the evidence, the
decisionmaker will not determine that sex discrimination occurred. 
 

B. Notify the parties, in writing, of the determination whether sex discrimination occurred under Title IX including the
rationale for such determination, and the procedures and permissible bases for the complainant and respondent to
appeal.
 

C. Not impose discipline on a respondent for sex discrimination prohibited by Title IX unless there is a determination at
the conclusion of the grievance procedures that the respondent engaged in prohibited sex discrimination.
 

D. If there is a determination that sex discrimination occurred, the Title IX Coordinator will, as appropriate:
 

1. coordinate the provision and implementation of remedies to a complainant and other people the District
identifies as having had equal access to the District’s education program or activity limited or denied by sex
discrimination;
 

2. coordinate the imposition of any disciplinary sanctions on a respondent, including notification to the
complainant of any such disciplinary sanctions; and
 

3. take other appropriate prompt and effective steps to ensure that sex discrimination does not continue or
recur within the District’s education program or activity.
 

E. Comply with the grievance procedures before the imposition of any disciplinary sanctions against a respondent; and
 

F. Not discipline a party, witness, or others participating in the grievance procedures for making a false statement or
for engaging in consensual sexual conduct based solely on the determination of whether sex discrimination occurred.
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A party may appeal a Determination on the following bases:
 

 
The complainant may not challenge the ultimate disciplinary sanction/consequence that is imposed.
 
If a party appeals the decisionmaker’s determination, the Title IX Coordinator will: 
 

 
Parties Provided a Reasonable and Equal Opportunity to Make a Statement in Support of, or Challenging, the
Determination
 
When a party files an appeal, the party must set forth the reason for the appeal, and the other party will have five (5) days
to provide the appeal decisionmaker with a statement in support of their position. Once the decisionmaker receives the
statement (or the deadline for filing such a statement expires), the appeal decisionmaker will have ten (10) days to issue a
decision on the appeal.
 
No new or additional evidence may be submitted during the appeal process.
 
The appeal decisionmaker shall determine the outcome of the appeal based on the appeal decisionmaker’s independent
review of the record (i.e., the relevant and not otherwise impermissible evidence, the feedback the parties provided to the
investigator and/or decisionmaker based on their review of the relevant evidence and any description of the relevant
evidence that was prepared and shared with the parties, and the decisionmaker’s written determination) and the appeal
decisionmaker’s application of the law and Board policy to the facts in the record. The appeal decisionmaker must give due
deference and due weight to the decisionmaker’s factual findings and credibility determinations and should not overturn
them unless non-testimonial extrinsic evidence in the record justifies a contrary conclusion or unless the record read in its
entirety compels a contrary conclusion. Generally, the appeal decisionmaker is expected to uphold the decisionmaker’s
determination unless the appeal decisionmaker determines the decisionmaker’s determination is unlawful, unreasonable, or
against the manifest weight of the evidence. Every reasonable presumption must be made in favor of the decisionmaker’s
determination.

The appeal decisionmaker shall notify the Title IX Coordinator, in writing, of the result of the appeal and the rationale for
the outcome. The Title IX Coordinator will then simultaneously notify the parties, in writing, of the result of the appeal and
the appeal decisionmaker’s rationale for the outcome.

Supportive Measures: 
 
The District will offer and coordinate supportive measures as appropriate for the complainant and/or respondent to restore
or preserve that person’s access to the District’s education program or activity or provide support during the Board’s
grievance procedures or during the informal resolution process. For allegations of sex discrimination other than sex-based

A. procedural irregularity that would change the outcome; 
 

B. new evidence that would change the outcome and that was not reasonably available when the Determination was
made; and
 

C. the Title IX Coordinator, investigator, or decisionmaker had a conflict of interest or bias for or against complainants
or respondents generally or the individual complainant or respondent that would change the outcome.

A. notify the parties of any appeal; 
 

B. implement appeal procedures equally for the parties; 
 

C. designate an appeal decisionmaker, who will be a person who did not conduct the Investigation or render the
Determination, and is appropriately trained;
 

1. provide the parties a reasonable and equal opportunity to make a statement in support of, or challenging, the
decisionmaker’s determination;
 

2. provide the appeal decisionmaker with the relevant and not otherwise impermissible evidence along with the
accurate description of the relevant evidence (if one was prepared and shared with the parties), any
responses the parties submitted to the investigator related to the evidence and/or the description of the
evidence (if one was prepared), and the decisionmaker’s determination; and
 

3. notify the parties, in writing, of the result of the appeal and the appeal decisionmaker’s rationale for the
outcome.
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harassment or retaliation, the District’s provision of support measures does not require the District, Board employees, or
any other person authorized to provide aid, benefit, or service on the District’s behalf to alter the alleged discriminatory
conduct for the purpose of providing a supportive measure. 
 
The Title IX Coordinator shall determine appropriate supportive measures on a case-by-case basis. Supportive measures
may vary depending on what the Title IX Coordinator deems to be reasonably available. Supportive measures may include,
but are not limited to: counseling; extensions of deadlines or other course-related adjustments; school/campus escort
services; increased security and monitoring of certain areas of the campus (including school buildings and facilities);
restrictions on contact between the parties; leaves of absence; changes in class, work, or extracurricular or any other
activity, regardless of whether there is or is not a comparable alternative; training and education programs related to sex-
based harassment; referral to Employee Assistance Program; and other similar measures. 
 
Supportive measures must not unreasonably burden either party and must be designed to protect the safety of the parties
and/or the District’s educational environment, or to provide support during the Board’s grievance procedures or the
informal resolution process. 
 
The District will not impose such measures for punitive or disciplinary reasons. 
 
The Title IX Coordinator may, as appropriate, modify or terminate supportive measures at the conclusion of the grievance
procedures, or at the conclusion of the informal resolution process, or the District may continue them beyond that point. 
 
The District will provide a complainant or respondent with a timely opportunity to seek, from an appropriate and impartial
employee, modification or reversal of the Title IX Coordinator’s decision to provide, deny, modify, or terminate supportive
measures applicable to them. The impartial employee must be someone other than the employee who made the challenged
decision and must have authority to modify or reverse the decision if the impartial employee determines that the decision
to provide, deny, modify, or terminate the supportive measure was inconsistent with the definition of supportive measures
as set forth in the Key Definitions section of this policy. 
 
A party may seek additional modification or termination of a supportive measure applicable to them if circumstances
change materially.
 
The District will not disclose information about any supportive measures to persons other than the person to whom they
apply, including informing one party of supportive measures provided to another party, unless necessary to provide the
supportive measure or restore or preserve a party’s access to the District’s education program or activity, or as otherwise
permitted pursuant to the 2024 Title IX regulations. 
 
If the complainant or respondent is an elementary or secondary student with a disability, the Title IX Coordinator shall
consult with one (1) or more members, as appropriate, of the student’s Individualized Education Program (IEP) team, if
any, or one (1) or more members, as appropriate, of the student’s Section 504 team, if any, to determine how to comply
with the requirements of the IDEA and/or Section 504, in the implementation of supportive measures.
 
The Superintendent may place an employee respondent on administrative leave from employment responsibilities during
the pendency of the Board’s grievance procedures.
 
Disciplinary Sanctions and Remedies: 
 
Following a determination that sex-based harassment occurred, the District may impose disciplinary sanctions, which may
include:
 
For Students 
 

A. Informal Discipline
 

1. changing of seating or location;
 

2. pre-school, lunchtime, after-school detention;
 

3. in-school discipline;
 

4. Saturday school.
 

B. Formal Discipline
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For Employees 
 

 
The District may also provide remedies which may include disciplinary sanctions/consequences. The Title IX Coordinator will
notify the Superintendent of the recommended remedies, so an authorized administrator can consider the recommendation
and implement appropriate remedies in compliance with applicable due process procedures, whether statutory or
contractual.
 
With respect to student respondents, the Title IX Coordinator will notify the Superintendent of the recommended remedies
(including disciplinary sanctions/consequences), so an authorized administrator can consider the recommendation(s) and
implement an appropriate remedy(ies) in compliance with Policy 5600 – Student Discipline, Policy 5605 –
Suspension/Expulsion of Students with Disabilities, Policy 5610 – Emergency Removal, Suspension, Expulsion, and
Permanent Exclusion of Students, Policy 5610.02 – In-School Discipline, and Policy 5611 – Due Process Rights. Discipline of
a student respondent must comply with the applicable provisions of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement
Act (IDEA) and/or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1972 (“Section 504"), and their respective implementing
regulations.

Discipline of an employee will be implemented in accordance with Federal and State law, Board policy, and applicable
provisions of any relevant collective bargaining agreement.
 
Retaliation
 
Neither the Board nor any other person may intimidate, threaten, coerce, or discriminate against any individual for the
purpose of interfering with any right or privilege secured by Title IX or this policy, or because the individual made a report
or complaint, testified, assisted, or participated or refused to participate in any manner in an investigation, proceeding, or
hearing under this policy. Intimidation, threats, coercion, or discrimination, including initiating a disciplinary process against
a person for a code of conduct violation that does not involve sex discrimination but arises out of the same facts and
circumstances as a complaint or information reported about possible sex discrimination, for the purpose of interfering with
the exercise of any right or privilege secured by Title IX constitutes retaliation. Peer retaliation is also prohibited. Retaliation
against a person for making a complaint or participating in an investigation is a serious violation of this policy that can
result in the imposition of disciplinary sanctions/consequences and/or other appropriate remedies.
 

1. suspension of bus riding/transportation privileges;
 

2. removal from co-curricular and/or extracurricular activity(ies), including athletics;
 

3. emergency removal;
 

4. suspension for up to ten (10) school days;
 

5. expulsion for up to eighty (80) school days or the number of school days remaining in a semester, whichever
is greater;
 

6. expulsion for up to one (1) year;
 

7. permanent exclusion; and
 

8. any other sanction authorized by the Student Code of Conduct.

A. oral or written warning;
 

B. written reprimands;
 

C. required counseling;
 

D. required training or education;
 

E. demotion;
 

F. suspension without pay;
 

G. termination and any other sanction authorized by any applicable Board Policy, Employee/Administrator Handbook,
and/or collective bargaining agreement.
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Complaints alleging retaliation may be filed according to the grievance procedures set forth above. The District shall initiate
its grievance procedures upon receiving any complaint alleging retaliation.
 
The exercise of rights protected under the First Amendment of the United States Constitution does not constitute retaliation
prohibited under this policy.
 
Charging an individual with a code of conduct violation for making a materially false statement in bad faith in the course of
a grievance proceeding under this policy shall not constitute retaliation, provided, however, that a determination that sex
discrimination occurred, alone, is not sufficient to conclude that any party made a materially false statement in bad faith. 
 
Confidentiality
 
The District will keep confidential the identity of any individual who has made a complaint of sex discrimination, any
complainant, any individual who has been reported to be the perpetrator of sex discrimination, any respondent, and any
witness, except as may be permitted by the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act ("FERPA"), 20 U.S.C. 1232g, or
FERPA regulations, 34 C.F.R. part 99, or as required by law, or to carry out the purposes of 34 C.F.R. part 106, including the
conduct of any investigation, hearing, or judicial proceeding arising thereunder (i.e., the District’s obligation to maintain
confidentiality shall not impair or otherwise affect the complainant’s and respondent’s receipt of the information to which
they are entitled related to the investigation and determination of whether sex discrimination occurred). 
 
Application of the First Amendment
 
The Board will construe and apply this policy consistent with the First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution. In no case will a
respondent be found to have committed sex discrimination based on expressive conduct that is protected by the First
Amendment
 
Training
 
All employees, investigators, decision-makers, facilitators of informal resolution process, the Title IX Coordinator(s) and
designees, and other persons who are responsible for implementing the Board’s grievance procedures or have the authority
to modify or terminate supportive measures shall receive training related to their duties under Title IX and this Policy. The
training shall be provided promptly upon hiring or change of position that alters their duties under Title IX or this policy,
and annually thereafter. The training shall not rely on sex stereotypes. 
 
Training materials must be made available for inspection upon request by members of the public.
 
Recordkeeping
 
The District shall maintain for a period of seven (7) calendar years the following records:
 

 
Outside Appointments, Dual Appointments, and Delegations
 
The Board retains discretion to appoint suitably qualified persons who are not Board employees to fulfill any function of the
Board under this policy including, but not limited to, Title IX Coordinator, investigator, decisionmaker, appeal decisionmaker,
or facilitator of the informal resolution process.
 
The Board also retains discretion to appoint two (2) or more persons to jointly fulfill the role of Title IX Coordinator,
investigator, decisionmaker, appeal decisionmaker, and facilitator of the informal resolution process.
 
The Superintendent may delegate functions assigned to a specific Board employee under this policy including, but not
limited to, the functions assigned to the Title IX Coordinator, investigator, decisionmaker, appeal decisionmaker, and
facilitator of the informal resolution process to any suitably qualified individual and such delegation may be rescinded by
the Superintendent at any time.
 
Discretion in Application

A. for each complaint of sex discrimination, records documenting the informal resolution process and/or the grievance
procedures followed and the resulting outcome;
 

B. for each notification that the Title IX Coordinator receives of information about conduct that reasonably may
constitute sex discrimination under Title IX, including notifications under 34 C.F.R. § 106.44(c)(1) or (2), records
documenting the actions the District took to meet its obligations under 34 C.F.R. §106.44; and 
 

C. all materials used to provide the required training.
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The Board retains discretion to interpret and apply this policy in a manner that is not clearly unreasonable, even if the
Board’s interpretation or application differs from the interpretation of any specific complainant and/or respondent. 
 
Despite the Board’s reasonable efforts to anticipate all eventualities in drafting this policy, it is possible unanticipated or
extraordinary circumstances may not be specifically or reasonably addressed by the express policy language, in which case
the Board retains discretion to respond to the unanticipated or extraordinary circumstance in a way that is not clearly
unreasonable. 
 
The provisions of this policy are not contractual in nature, whether in their own right or as part of any other express or
implied contract. Accordingly, the Board retains discretion to revise this policy at any time, and for any reason. The Board
may apply policy revisions to an active case provided that doing so is not clearly unreasonable.
 
© Neola 2024 

Legal 20 U.S.C. 1092(F)(6)(A)(v)

20 U.S.C. 1232g

20 U.S.C. 1400 et seq., The Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act
of 2004 (IDEIA)

20 U.S.C. 1681 et seq., Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 (Title IX)

29 C.F.R. Part 1636

34 C.F.R. Part 99

34 C.F.R. Part 106

34 U.S.C. 12291(a)(8)

34 U.S.C. 12291(a)(10)

34 U.S.C. 12291(a)(30)

42 U.S.C. 1983

42 U.S.C. 2000c et seq., Title IV of the Civil Rights Act of 1964

42 U.S.C. 2000d et seq.

42 U.S.C. 2000e et seq.

42 U.S.C. 2000gg

OCR's Revised Sexual Harassment Guidance (2001)
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Book Policy Manual

Section Board Prep 40.1

Title Copy of NONDISCRIMINATION ON THE BASIS OF SEX IN EDUCATION PROGRAMS OR
ACTIVITIES

Code po2266

Status

Adopted April 26, 2021

Last Revised August 12, 2024

2266 - NONDISCRIMINATION ON THE BASIS OF SEX IN EDUCATION PROGRAMS OR ACTIVITIES 
 
Effective August 1, 2024,  Tthis policy shall only pertain to Reports or Formal Complaints of Sexual Harassment that are
based on conduct alleged to have occurred on or before July 31, 2024.
 
Introduction
 
The Board of Education of the Rockford Public School District (hereinafter referred to as “the Board” or “the District”) does
not discriminate on the basis of sex (including sexual orientation or gender identity), in its education programs or activities,
and is required by Title IX of the Education Amendments Act of 1972, and its implementing regulations, not to discriminate
in such a manner. The requirement not to discriminate in its education program or activity extends to admission and
employment. The Board is committed to maintaining an education and work environment that is free from discrimination
based on sex, including sexual harassment.
 
The Board prohibits Sexual Harassment that occurs within its education programs and activities. When the District has
actual knowledge of Sexual Harassment in its education program or activity against a person in the United States, it shall
promptly respond in a manner that is not deliberately indifferent.
 
Pursuant to its Title IX obligations, the Board is committed to eliminating Sexual Harassment and will take appropriate
action when an individual is determined responsible for violating this policy. Board employees, students, third-party vendors
and contractors, guests, and other members of the School District community who commit Sexual Harassment are subject
to the full range of disciplinary sanctions set forth in this policy. The Board will provide persons who have experienced
Sexual Harassment ongoing remedies as reasonably necessary to restore or preserve access to the District’s education
programs and activities.
 
Coverage
 
This policy applies to Sexual Harassment that occurs within the District’s education programs and activities and that is
committed by a member of the School District community or a Third Party.
 
This policy does not apply to Sexual Harassment that occurs off school grounds, in a private setting, and outside the scope
of the District’s education programs and activities; such Sexual Misconduct/Sexual Activity may be prohibited by the
Student Code of Conduct if committed by a student, or by Board policies and administrative guidelines, applicable State
and/or Federal laws, and/or Employee/Administrator Handbook(s) if committed by a Board employee.
 
Consistent with the U.S. Department of Education’s implementing regulations for Title IX, this policy does not apply to
Sexual Harassment that occurs outside the geographic boundaries of the United States, even if the Sexual Harassment
occurs in the District’s education programs or activities. Sexual Harassment that occurs outside the geographic boundaries
of the United States is governed by the Student Code of Conduct if committed by a student, or by Board policies and
administrative guidelines, applicable State and/or Federal laws, and/or Employee/Administrator Handbook(s) if committed
by a Board employee.
 
Definitions
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Words used in this policy shall have those meanings defined herein; words not defined herein shall be construed according
to their plain and ordinary meanings.
 
Sexual Harassment: “Sexual Harassment” means conduct on the basis of sex that satisfies one (1) or more of the
following:
 

A. A Board employee conditioning the provision of an aid, benefit, or service of the District on an individual’s
participation in unwelcome sexual conduct (often called “quid pro quo” harassment);
 

B. Unwelcome conduct determined by a reasonable person to be so severe, pervasive, and objectively offensive that it
effectively denies a person equal access to the District’s education program or activity; or
 

C. “Sexual assault” as defined in 20 U.S.C. 1092(f)(6)A(v), or “dating violence” as defined in 34 U.S.C. 12291(a)(10),
“domestic violence” as defined in 34 U.S.C. 12291(a)(8), or “stalking” as defined in 34 U.S.C. 12291(a)(30).
 

1. “Sexual assault” means any sexual act directed against another person, without the consent of the victim,
including instances where the victim is incapable of giving consent, and the "nonforcible" sex offenses of
Incest and Statutory Rape. Sexual assault includes rape, sodomy, sexual assault with an object, criminal
sexual contact (f.k.a. fondling),fondling, incest, and statutory rape.
 

a. Rape is the carnal knowledge of a person (i.e., penetration, no matter how slight, of the genital or
anal opening of a person), without the consent of the victim, including instances where the victim is
incapable of giving consent because of age or because of temporary or permanent mental or physical
incapacity.
 

b. Sodomy is oral or anal sexual intercourse with another person, without the consent of the victim,
including instances where the victim is incapable of giving consent because of age or because of
temporary or permanent mental or physical incapacity.
 

c. Sexual Assault with an Object is using an object or instrument to unlawfully penetrate, however
slightly, the genital or anal opening of the body of another person, without the consent of the victim,
including instances where the victim is incapable of giving consent because of age or because of
temporary or permanent mental or physical incapacity. An “object” or “instrument” is anything used
by the offender other than the offender’s genitalia.
 

d. Criminal Sexual Contact (f.k.a. Fondling) is the intentional touching of the clothed or unclothed body
parts, without consent, of the victim for the purpose of sexual degradation, sexual gratification, or
sexual humiliation; or the forced touching by the victim of the other individual’s clothed or unclothed
body parts, without consent of the victim, for the purpose of sexual degradation, sexual gratification,
or sexual humiliation. This includes instances where the victim is incapable of giving consent because
of age or incapacity due to temporary or permanent mental or physical impairment or intoxication for
the purpose of sexual degradation, sexual gratification, or sexual humiliation.Fondling is the touching
of the private body parts of another person for the purpose of sexual gratification, without the consent
of the victim, including instances where the victim is incapable of giving consent because of age or
because of temporary or permanent mental or physical incapacity. 

e. Incest is sexual intercourse between persons who are related to each other within the degrees
wherein marriage is prohibited by State law.
 

f. Statutory Rape is sexual intercourse with a person who is under the statutory age of consent as
defined by State law.
 

g. Consent refers to words or actions that a reasonable person would understand as agreement to
engage in the sexual conduct at issue. A person may be incapable of giving consent because of age or
because of temporary or permanent mental or physical incapacity. A person who is incapacitated is
not capable of giving consent.
 

h. Incapacitated refers to the state where a person does not understand and/or appreciate the nature or
fact of sexual activity due to the effect of drugs or alcohol consumption, medical condition, disability,
or due to a state of unconsciousness or sleep.
 

2. “Domestic violence” includes felony or misdemeanor crimes of violence committed by:
 

a. a current or former spouse or intimate partner of the victim;
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b. a person with whom the victim shares a child in common;
 

c. a person who is cohabitating with or has cohabitated with the victim as a spouse or intimate partner;
 

d. a person similarly situated to a spouse of the victim under the domestic or family violence laws of the
jurisdiction in which the crime occurred; or
 

e. any other person against an adult or youth victim who is protected from that person’s acts under the
domestic or family violence laws of the jurisdiction in which the crime occurred.
 

3. “Dating violence” means violence committed by a person who is or has been in a social relationship of a
romantic or intimate nature with the victim. The existence of such a relationship shall be determined based
on consideration of the length of the relationship, the type of relationship, and the frequency of interaction
between the persons involved in the relationship.
 

4. “Stalking” means engaging in a course of conduct directed at a specific person that would cause a reasonable
person to – (1) fear for the person’s safety or the safety of others; or (2) suffer substantial emotional
distress.

 
Complainant: “Complainant” means an individual who is alleged to be the victim of conduct that could constitute Sexual
Harassment.
 
Respondent: “Respondent” means an individual who has been reported to be the perpetrator of conduct that could
constitute Sexual Harassment.
 
Formal Complaint: “Formal Complaint” means a document filed by a Complainant or signed by the Title IX Coordinator
alleging Sexual Harassment against a Respondent and requesting that the District investigate the allegation(s) of Sexual
Harassment. At the time of filing a Formal Complaint with the District, a Complainant must be participating in or attempting
to participate in the District’s education program or activity. A “document filed by a complainant’’ means a document or
electronic submission (such as by electronic mail or through an online portal that the Board provides for this purpose) that
contains the Complainant’s physical or digital signature, or otherwise indicates that the Complainant is the person filing the
Formal Complaint. Where the Title IX Coordinator signs a Formal Complaint, the Title IX Coordinator is not a Complainant
or a party to the Formal Complaint and must not have a conflict of interest or bias for or against complainants or
respondents generally or an individual complainant or respondent.
 
Actual Knowledge: “Actual knowledge” means notice of Sexual Harassment or allegations of Sexual Harassment to the
District’s Title IX Coordinator, or any District official who has the authority to institute corrective measures on behalf of the
Board, or any Board employee. The mere ability or obligation to report Sexual Harassment or to inform a student about
how to report Sexual Harassment, or having been trained to do so, does not qualify an individual as one who has authority
to institute corrective measures on behalf of the District. “Notice” includes, but is not limited to, a report of Sexual
Harassment to the Title IX Coordinator. This standard is not met when the only District official with actual knowledge is the
Respondent.
 
Supportive Measures: “Supportive measures” means non-disciplinary, non-punitive individualized services offered as
appropriate, as reasonably available, and without fee or charge to the Complainant or the Respondent before or after the
filing of a Formal Complaint or where no Formal Complaint has been filed. Such measures are designed to restore or
preserve equal access to the District’s education program or activity without unreasonably burdening the other party,
including measures designed to protect the safety of all parties or the District’s educational environment or deter Sexual
Harassment. Supportive measures may include counseling, extensions of deadlines or other course-related adjustments,
modifications of work or class schedules, school/campus escort services, mutual restrictions of contact between the parties,
changes in work locations), leaves of absence, increased security and monitoring of certain areas of the campus (including
school buildings and facilities), and other similar measures.
 
Education Program or Activity: “Education program or activity” refers to all operations of the District, including but not
limited to in-person and online educational instruction, employment, extracurricular activities, athletics, performances, and
community engagement and outreach programs. The term applies to all activity that occurs on school grounds or on other
property owned or occupied by the Board. It also includes locations, events, and circumstances that take place off-school
property/grounds over which the Board exercises substantial control over both the Respondent and the context in which the
Sexual Harassment occurs.
 
School District community: “School District community” refers to students and Board employees (i.e., administrators,
and professional and classified staff), as well as Board members, agents, volunteers, contractors, or other persons subject
to the control and supervision of the Board.
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Third Parties: “Third Parties” include, but are not limited to, guests and/or visitors on School District property (e.g.,
visiting speakers, participants on opposing athletic teams, parents), vendors doing business with, or seeking to do business
with the Board, and other individuals who come in contact with members of the School District community at school-related
events/activities (whether on or off District property). 
 
Inculpatory Evidence: “Inculpatory evidence” is evidence that tends to establish a Respondent’s responsibility for alleged
Sexual Harassment.
 
Exculpatory Evidence: “Exculpatory evidence” is evidence that tends to clear or excuse a Respondent from allegations of
Sexual Harassment.
 
Day(s): Unless expressly stated otherwise, the term “day” or “days” as used in this policy means business day(s) (i.e., a
day(s) that the Board office is open for normal operating hours, Monday – Friday, excluding State-recognized holidays).
 
Eligible Student: “Eligible Student” means a student who has reached eighteen (18) years of age or is attending an
institution of postsecondary education.
 
Title IX Coordinators
 
The Board designates and authorizes the following individuals to oversee and coordinate its efforts to comply with Title IX
and its implementing regulations:
 
Korie Wilson-Crawford
Assistant Superintendent of Human Resources
350 N. Main St.
Rockford, MI 49341
616-863-6554
kwilsoncrawford@rockfordschools.org
 
Scott Beckman
Director, Security
350 N. Main St.
Rockford, MI 49341
616-863-6320
sbeckman@rockfordschools.org
 
The Title IX Coordinator shall report directly to the Superintendent. Questions about this policy should be directed to the
Title IX Coordinator.
 
The Superintendent shall notify applicants for admission and employment, students, parents or legal guardians of
elementary and secondary school students, Board employees, and all unions or professional organizations holding collective
bargaining or professional agreements with the Board of the following information:
 

The Board of Education of the Rockford Public School District does not discriminate on the basis of sex in its
education program or activity and is required by Title IX and its implementing regulations not to discriminate in such
a manner. The requirement not to discriminate in its education program or activity extends to admission and
employment. The District’s Title IX Coordinators are:
 
Korie Wilson-Crawford
Assistant Superintendent of Human Resources
350 N. Main St.
Rockford, MI 49341
616-863-6554
kwilsoncrawford@rockfordschools.org
 
Scott Beckman
Director, Security Executive Director of Safety and Security
350 N. Main St.
Rockford, MI 49341
616-863-6320
sbeckman@rockfordschools.org
 
Any inquiries about the application of Title IX and its implementing regulations to the District may be referred to the
Title IX Coordinators, the Assistant Secretary for the U.S. Department of Education’s Office for Civil Rights, or both.
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The Board has adopted a grievance process that provides for the prompt and equitable resolution of student and
employee complaints alleging any action that is prohibited by Title IX and/or its implementing regulations. The
grievance process is included in Policy 2266 – Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Sex in Education Programs or
Activities, which is available at: http://go.boarddocs.com/mi/rocf/Board.nsf/Public?open&id=policies. The grievance
process specifically addresses how to report or file a complaint of sex discrimination, how to report or file a formal
complaint of Sexual Harassment, and how the District will respond.

 
The Superintendent shall also prominently display the Title IX Coordinators’ contact information – including name(s) and/or
title(s), phone number(s), office address(es), and e-mail address(es) – and this policy on the District’s website and in each
handbook or catalog that the Board makes available to applicants for admission and employment, students, parents or legal
guardians of elementary and secondary school students, Board employees, and all unions or professional organizations
holding collective bargaining or professional agreements.
 
Grievance Process
 
The Board is committed to promptly and equitably resolving student and employee complaints alleging Sexual Harassment.
The District’s response to allegations of Sexual Harassment will treat Complainants and Respondents equitably, including
providing supportive measures to the Complainant and Respondent, as appropriate, and following this Grievance Process
before the imposition of any disciplinary sanctions or other actions, other than supportive measures, against the
Respondent.
 
The Title IX Coordinators, along with any investigator(s), decision-maker(s), or any person(s) designated to facilitate an
informal resolution process, shall not have a conflict of interest or bias for or against Complainants or Respondents
generally or an individual Complainant or Respondent.
 
If a determination of responsibility for Sexual Harassment is made against the Respondent, the Board will provide remedies
to the Complainant. The remedies will be designed to restore or preserve equal access to the District’s education program
or activity. Potential remedies include, but are not limited to, individualized services that constitute supportive measures.
Remedies may also be disciplinary or punitive in nature and may burden the Respondent.
 
Report of Sexual Discrimination/Harassment
 
Any person may report sex discrimination, including Sexual Harassment (whether or not the person reporting is the person
alleged to be the victim of conduct that could constitute sex discrimination or Sexual Harassment), in person, by mail, by
telephone, or by electronic mail, using the Title IX Coordinator’s(s’) contact information listed above, or by any other means
that results in the Title IX Coordinator receiving the person’s oral or written report. Reports may be made at any time
(including during non-business hours), by using the telephone number(s) or electronic mail address(es), or by mail to the
office address(es), listed for the Title IX Coordinators.
 
Students, Board members, and Board employees are required (and other members of the School District community and
Third Parties are encouraged) to report allegations of sex discrimination or Sexual Harassment promptly to the/a Title IX
Coordinator or to any Board employee, who will, in turn, notify the/a Title IX Coordinator. Reports can be made orally or in
writing and should be as specific as possible. The person making the report should, to the extent known, identify the
alleged victim(s), perpetrator(s), and witness(es), and describe in detail what occurred, including date(s), time(s), and
location(s).
 
If a report involves allegations of Sexual Harassment by or involving the Title IX Coordinator, the person making the report
should submit it to the Superintendent, or another Board employee who, in turn, will notify the Superintendent of the
report. The Superintendent will then serve in place of the Title IX Coordinator for purposes of addressing that report of
Sexual Harassment.
 
The Board does business with various vendors, contractors, and other third parties who are not students or employees of
the Board. Notwithstanding any rights that a given vendor, contractor, or third-party Respondent may have under this
policy, the Board retains the right to limit any vendor’s, contractor’s, or third-party’s access to school grounds for any
reason. The Board further retains all rights it enjoys by contract or law to terminate its relationship with any vendor,
contractor, or third party irrespective of any process or outcome under this policy.
 
A person may file criminal charges simultaneously with filing a Formal Complaint. A person does not need to wait until the
Title IX investigation is completed before filing a criminal complaint. Likewise, questions or complaints relating to Title IX
may be filed with the U.S. Department of Education’s Office for Civil Rights at any time.
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Any allegations of Sexual Misconduct/Sexual Activity not involving Sexual Harassment will be addressed through the
procedures outlined in Board policies and/or administrative guidelines, the applicable Student Code of Conduct, applicable
collective bargaining agreement, and/or Employee/Administrator Handbook.
 
Because the Board is considered to have actual knowledge of Sexual Harassment or allegations of Sexual Harassment if any
Board employee has such knowledge, and because the Board must take specific actions when it has notice of Sexual
Harassment or allegations of Sexual Harassment, a Board employee who has independent knowledge of or receives a report
involving allegations of sex discrimination and/or Sexual Harassment must notify the/a Title IX Coordinator within two (2)
days of learning the information or receiving the report. The Board employee must also comply with mandatory reporting
responsibilities pursuant to M.C.L. 722.623 and Policy 8462 – Student Abuse and Neglect, if applicable. If the Board
employee’s knowledge is based on another individual bringing the information to the Board employee’s attention and the
reporting individual submitted a written complaint to the Board employee, the Board employee must provide the written
complaint to the Title IX Coordinator.
 
If a Board employee fails to report an incident of Sexual Harassment of which the Board employee is aware, the Board
employee may be subject to disciplinary action, up to and including termination.
 
When a report of Sexual Harassment is made, the Title IX Coordinator shall promptly (i.e., within two (2) days of the Title
IX Coordinator’s receipt of the report of Sexual Harassment) contact the Complainant (including the parent/guardian if the
Complainant is under eighteen (18) years of age or under guardianship) to discuss the availability of supportive measures,
consider the Complainant’s wishes with respect to supportive measures, inform the Complainant of the availability of
supportive measures with or without the filing of a Formal Complaint, and explain to the Complainant the process for filing
a Formal Complaint. The Title IX Coordinator is responsible for coordinating the effective implementation of supportive
measures. Any supportive measures provided to the Complainant or Respondent shall be maintained as confidential, to the
extent that maintaining such confidentiality will not impair the ability of the District to provide the supportive measures.
 
Emergency Removal: Subject to limitations and/or procedures imposed by State and/or Federal law, the District may
remove a student Respondent from its education program or activity on an emergency basis after conducting an
individualized safety and risk analysis. The purpose of the individualized safety and risk analysis is to determine whether
the student Respondent poses an immediate threat to the physical health or safety of any student or other individual arising
from the allegations of Sexual Harassment that justifies removal. If the District determines the student Respondent poses
such a threat, it will so notify the student Respondent and the student Respondent will have an opportunity to challenge the
decision immediately following the removal. See Policy 5610 – Emergency Removal, Suspension, and Expulsion of
Students and Policy 5611 – Due Process Rights.
 
If the Respondent is a non-student employee, the District may place the Respondent on administrative leave during the
pendency of the grievance process.
 
For all other Respondents, including other members of the School District community and Third Parties, the Board retains
broad discretion to prohibit such persons from entering onto its school grounds and other properties at any time and for
any reason, whether after receiving a report of Sexual Harassment or otherwise.
 
Formal Complaint of Sexual Harassment
 
A Formal Complaint may be filed with the Title IX Coordinator in person, by mail, or by electronic mail, by using the contact
information set forth above. If a Formal Complaint involves allegations of Sexual Harassment by or involving the Title IX
Coordinator, the Complainant should submit the Formal Complaint to the Superintendent, who will designate another
person to serve in place of the Title IX Coordinator for the limited purpose of implementing the grievance process with
respect to that Formal Complaint.
 
When the Title IX Coordinator receives a Formal Complaint or signs a Formal Complaint, the District will follow its Grievance
Process, as set forth herein. Specifically, the District will undertake an objective evaluation of all relevant evidence –
including both inculpatory and exculpatory evidence – and provide that credibility determinations will not be based on a
person’s status as a Complainant, Respondent, or witness.
 
It is a violation of this policy for a Complainant(s), Respondent(s), and/or witness(es) to knowingly making false statements
or knowingly submitting false information during the grievance process, including intentionally making a false report of
Sexual Harassment or submitting a false Formal Complaint. The Board will not tolerate such conduct, which is a violation of
the Student Code of Conduct and the Employee/Administrator Handbook.
 
The Respondent is presumed not responsible for the alleged conduct until a determination regarding responsibility is made
at the conclusion of the grievance process.
 
Timeline
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The District will seek to conclude the grievance process, including resolving any appeals, within sixty (60) days of receipt of
the Formal Complaint.
 
If the Title IX Coordinator offers informal resolution processes, the informal resolution processes may not be used by the
Complainant or Respondent to unduly delay the investigation and determination of responsibility. The timeline, however,
may be subject to a temporary delay of the grievance process or a limited extension for good cause with written notice to
the Complainant and the Respondent of the delay or extension and the reasons for the action. Good cause may include
considerations such as the absence of a party, a party’s advisor, or a witness; concurrent law enforcement activity; and the
need for language assistance or accommodation of disabilities.
 
Upon receipt of a Formal Complaint, the Title IX Coordinator will provide written notice of the following to the parties who
are known:
 

A. notice of the Board’s grievance process, including any informal resolution processes;
 

B. notice of the allegations of misconduct that potentially constitutes Sexual Harassment as defined in this policy,
including sufficient details known at the time and with sufficient time to prepare a response before any initial
interview. Sufficient details include the identities of the parties involved in the incident, if known, the conduct
allegedly constituting Sexual Harassment, and the date and location of the alleged incident, if known. The written
notice must:
 

1. include a statement that the Respondent is presumed not responsible for the alleged conduct and that a
determination regarding responsibility will be made at the conclusion of the grievance process;
 

2. inform the parties that they may have an advisor of their choice, who may be, but is not required to be, an
attorney, and may inspect and review evidence;
 

3. inform the parties of any provision in the Student Code of Conduct, this policy, and/or
Employee/Administrator Handbook that prohibits knowingly making false statements or knowingly submitting
false information during the grievance process.

 
If, during the course of the investigation, the investigator becomes aware of allegations about the Complainant or
Respondent that are not included in the original notice provided to the parties, the investigator will notify the Title IX
Coordinator and the Title IX Coordinator will decide whether the investigator should investigate the additional allegations; if
the Title IX Coordinator decides to include the new allegations as part of the investigation, the Title IX Coordinator will
provide notice of the additional allegations to the parties whose identities are known.
 
Dismissal of a Formal Complaint
 
The District shall investigate the allegations in a Formal Complaint unless the conduct alleged in the Formal Complaint:
 

A. would not constitute Sexual Harassment (as defined in this policy) even if proved;
 

B. did not occur in the District’s education program or activity; or
 

C. did not occur against a person in the United States.
 
If one (1) of the preceding circumstances exist, the Title IX Coordinator shall dismiss the Formal Complaint. If the Title IX
Coordinator dismisses the Formal Complaint due to one (1) of the preceding reasons, the District may still investigate and
take action with respect to such alleged misconduct pursuant to another provision of an applicable code of conduct, Board
policy, and/or Employee/Administrator Handbook.
 
The Title IX Coordinator may dismiss a Formal Complaint, or any allegations therein, if at any time during the investigation:
 

A. a Complainant notifies the Title IX Coordinator in writing that the Complainant would like to withdraw the Formal
Complaint or any allegations therein;
 

B. the Respondent is no longer enrolled in the District or employed by the Board; or
 

C. specific circumstances prevent the District from gathering evidence sufficient to reach a determination as to the
Formal Complaint or allegations therein.
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If the Title IX Coordinator dismisses a Formal Complaint or allegations therein, the Title IX Coordinator must promptly send
written notice of the dismissal and the reason(s) therefor simultaneously to the parties.
 
Consolidation of Formal Complaints
 
The Title IX Coordinator may consolidate Formal Complaints as to allegations of Sexual Harassment against more than one
(1) Respondent, or by more than one (1) Complainant against one (1) or more Respondents, or by one (1) party against
the other party, where the allegations of Sexual Harassment arise out of the same facts or circumstances.
 
Where a grievance process involves more than one (1) Complainant or more than one (1) Respondent, references in this
policy to the singular ‘‘party,’’ ‘‘Complainant,’’ or ‘‘Respondent’’ include the plural, as applicable.
 
Informal Resolution Process
 
Under no circumstances shall a Complainant be required as a condition of enrollment or continuing enrollment, or
employment or continuing employment, or enjoyment of any other right, to waive any right to an investigation and
adjudication of a Formal Complaint of Sexual Harassment. Similarly, no party shall be required to participate in an informal
resolution process.
 
If a Formal Complaint is filed, the Title IX Coordinator may offer to the parties an informal resolution process. If the parties
mutually agree to participate in the informal resolution process, the Title IX Coordinator shall designate a trained individual
to facilitate an informal resolution process, such as mediation, that does not involve a full investigation and adjudication.
The informal resolution process may be used at any time prior to the decision-maker(s) reaching a determination regarding
responsibility.
 
If the Title IX Coordinator is going to propose an informal resolution process, the Title IX Coordinator shall provide to the
parties a written notice disclosing:
 

A. the allegations;
 

B. the requirements of the informal resolution process including the circumstances under which it precludes the parties
from resuming a Formal Complaint arising from the same allegations; and
 

C. any consequences resulting from participating in the informal resolution process, including the records that will be
maintained or could be shared.

 
Any time prior to agreeing to a resolution, any party has the right to withdraw from the informal resolution process and
resume the grievance process with respect to the Formal Complaint.
 
Before commencing the informal resolution process, the Title IX Coordinator shall obtain from the parties their voluntary,
written consent to the informal resolution process.
 
During the pendency of the informal resolution process, the investigation and adjudication processes that would otherwise
occur have stayed and all related deadlines are suspended.
 
The informal resolution process is not available to resolve allegations that a Board employee or another adult member of
the School District community or Third Party sexually harassed a student.
 
The informal resolution process is not available to resolve allegations involving a sexual assault involving a student
Complainant and a student Respondent.
 
Investigation of a Formal Complaint of Sexual Harassment
 
In conducting the investigation of a Formal Complaint and throughout the grievance process, the burden of proof and the
burden of gathering evidence sufficient to reach a determination regarding responsibility is on the District, not the parties.
 
In making the determination of responsibility, the decision-maker(s) is(are) directed to use the preponderance of the
evidence standard. The decision-maker(s) is charged with considering the totality of all available evidence, from all relevant
sources.
 
The District is not permitted to access, consider, disclose, or otherwise use a party’s records that are made or maintained
by a physician, psychiatrist, psychologist, or other recognized professional or paraprofessional acting in the professional’s or
paraprofessional’s capacity or assisting in that capacity, and which are made and maintained in connection with the
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provision of treatment to the party, unless the party provides the District with voluntary, written consent to do so; if a
student party is not an Eligible Student, the District must obtain the voluntary, written consent of a parent.
 
Similarly, the investigator(s) and decision-maker(s) may not require, allow, rely upon or otherwise use questions or
evidence that constitute, or seek disclosure of, information protected under a legally recognized privilege, unless the person
holding such privilege has waived the privilege in writing.
 
As part of the investigation, the parties have the right to:
 

A. present witnesses, including fact and expert witnesses, and other inculpatory and exculpatory evidence; and
 

B. have others present during any grievance proceeding, including the opportunity to be accompanied to any related
meeting or proceeding by the advisor of their choice, who may be, but is not required to be, an attorney. The
District may not limit the choice or presence of an advisor for either the Complainant or Respondent in any meeting
or grievance proceeding.

Board Policy 2461 – Recording of District Meetings Involving Students and/or Parents controls whether a person is
allowed to audio record or video record any meeting or grievance proceeding.

 
Neither party shall be restricted in their ability to discuss the allegations under investigation or to gather and present
relevant evidence.
 
The District will provide to a party whose participation is invited or expected written notice of the date, time, location,
participants, and purpose of all investigative interviews, or other meetings, with sufficient time for the party to prepare to
participate. The investigator(s) and decision-maker(s) must provide a minimum of one (1) days’ notice with respect to
investigative interviews and other meetings.
 
Both parties shall have an equal opportunity to inspect and review any evidence obtained as part of the investigation that is
directly related to the allegations raised in the Formal Complaint, including the evidence upon which the District does not
intend to rely in reaching a determination regarding responsibility and inculpatory or exculpatory evidence whether
obtained from a party or other source, so that each party can meaningfully respond to the evidence prior to the conclusion
of the investigation.
 
Prior to completion of the investigative report, the Title IX Coordinator will send to each party and the party’s advisor, if
any, the evidence subject to inspection and review in an electronic format or a hard copy, and the parties will have at least
ten (10) calendar days to submit a written response, which the investigator will consider prior to completion of the
investigative report.
 
At the conclusion of the investigation, the investigator shall create an investigative report that fairly summarizes relevant
evidence and send the report to each party and the party’s advisor, if any, for their review and written response. The
investigator will send the investigative report in an electronic format or a hard copy, at least ten (10) calendar days prior
to the decision-maker(s) issuing a determination regarding responsibility.
 
Determination of Responsibility
 
The Title IX Coordinator shall appoint a decision-maker(s) to issue a determination of responsibility. The decision-maker(s)
cannot be the same person(s) as the Title IX Coordinators or the investigator(s).
 
After the investigator sends the investigative report to the parties and the decision-maker(s), and before the decision-
maker(s) reaches a determination regarding responsibility, the decision-maker(s) will afford each party the opportunity to
submit written, relevant questions that a party wants asked of any party or witness, provide each party with the answers,
and allow for additional, limited follow-up questions from each party.  The decision-maker(s) must explain to the party
proposing the questions any decision to exclude a question as not relevant.
 
Questions and evidence about the Complainant’s sexual predisposition or prior sexual behavior are not relevant, unless
such questions and evidence about the Complainant’s prior sexual behavior are offered to prove that someone other than
the Respondent committed the conduct alleged by the Complainant, or if the questions and evidence concern specific
incidents of the Complainant’s prior sexual behavior with respect to the Respondent and are offered to prove consent. The
decision-maker(s) must explain to the party proposing the questions any decision to exclude a question as not relevant.
 
Determination regarding responsibility: The decision-maker(s) will issue a written determination regarding
responsibility. To reach this determination, the decision-maker(s) must apply the preponderance of the evidence standard.
 
The written determination will include the following content:
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A. identification of the allegations potentially constituting Sexual Harassment pursuant to this policy;

 
B. a description of the procedural steps taken from the receipt of the Formal Complaint through the determination,

including any notifications to the parties, interviews with parties and witnesses, site visits, and methods used to
gather other evidence;
 

C. findings of fact supporting the determination;
 

D. conclusions regarding the application of the applicable code of conduct to the facts;
 

E. a statement of, and rationale for, the result as to each allegation, including a determination regarding responsibility,
any disciplinary sanctions the decision-maker(s) is recommending that the District impose on the Respondent(s),
and whether remedies designed to restore or preserve equal access to the District’s education program or activity
should be provided by the District to the Complainant(s); and
 

F. the procedures and permissible bases for the Complainant(s) and Respondent(s) to appeal.
 
The following disciplinary sanctions/consequences may be imposed on a student Respondent who is determined responsible
for violating this policy (i.e., engaging in Sexual Harassment):
 

A. Informal Discipline
 

1. writing assignments;
 

2. changing of seating or location;
 

3. pre-school, lunchtime, and/or after-school detention;
 

4. in-school discipline;
 

5. Saturday school.
 

B. Formal Discipline
 

1. suspension of bus riding/transportation privileges;
 

2. removal from co-curricular and/or extra-curricular activity(ies), including athletics;
 

3. emergency removal;
 

4. suspension for up to ten (10) school days;
 

5. long-term suspension or expulsion; 
 

6. any other sanction authorized by the Student Code of Conduct.
 
If the decision-maker(s) determines the student Respondent is responsible for violating this policy (i.e., engaging in Sexual
Harassment), the decision-maker(s) will recommend appropriate remedies, including disciplinary sanctions/consequences.
The Title IX Coordinator will notify the Superintendent of the recommended remedies, so an authorized administrator can
consider the recommendation(s) and implement an appropriate remedy(ies) in compliance with Policy 5600 – Student
Discipline, Policy 5605 – Suspension/Expulsion of Students with Disabilities, Policy 5610 – Emergency Removal, Suspension,
and Expulsion of Students, Policy 5610.02 - In-School Discipline, and Policy 5611 – Due Process Rights. Discipline of a
student Respondent must comply with the applicable provisions of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement
Act (IDEA) and/or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1972, and their respective implementing regulations.
 
The following disciplinary sanctions/consequences may be imposed on an employee Respondent who is determined
responsible for violating this policy (i.e., engaging in Sexual Harassment):
 

A. oral or written warning;
 

B. written reprimands;
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C. performance improvement plan;
 

D. required counseling;
 

E. required training or education;
 

F. suspension with pay;
 

G. suspension without pay;
 

H. termination, and any other sanction authorized by any applicable Employee/Administrator Handbook and/or
collective bargaining agreement.

 
If the decision-maker(s) determines the employee Respondent is responsible for violating this policy (i.e., engaging in
Sexual Harassment), the decision-maker(s) will recommend appropriate remedies, including disciplinary
sanctions/consequences. The Title IX Coordinator will notify the Superintendent of the recommended remedies, so an
authorized administrator can consider the recommendation(s) and implement an appropriate remedy(ies) in compliance
with applicable due process procedures, whether statutory or contractual.
 
Discipline of an employee will be implemented in accordance with Federal and State law, Board policy, and applicable
provisions of any relevant collective bargaining agreement.
 
The following disciplinary sanctions/consequences may be imposed on a non-student/non-employee member of the School
District community or Third Party who is determined responsible for violating this policy (i.e., engaging in Sexual
Harassment):
 

A. oral or written warning;
 

B. suspension or termination/cancellation of the Board’s contract with the third-party vendor or contractor;
 

C. mandatory monitoring of the third party while on school property and/or while working/interacting with students;
 

D. restriction/prohibition on the third party’s ability to be on school property; and
 

E. any combination of the same.
 
If the decision-maker(s) determines the third-party Respondent is responsible for violating this policy (i.e., engaging in
Sexual Harassment), the decision-maker(s) will recommend appropriate remedies, including the imposition of sanctions.
The Title IX Coordinator will notify the Superintendent of the recommended remedies, so appropriate action can be taken.
 
The decision-maker(s) will provide the written determination to the Title IX Coordinator who will provide the written
determination to the parties simultaneously.
 
In ultimately imposing a disciplinary sanction/consequence, the Superintendent will consider the severity of the incident,
previous disciplinary violations (if any), and any mitigating circumstances.
 
The District’s resolution of a Formal Complaint ordinarily will not be impacted by the fact that criminal charges involving the
same incident have been filed or that charges have been dismissed or reduced.
 
At any point in the grievance process, the Superintendent may involve local law enforcement and/or file criminal charges
related to allegations of Sexual Harassment that involve a sexual assault.
 
The Title IX Coordinator is responsible for the effective implementation of any remedies.
 
Appeal
 
Both parties have the right to file an appeal from a determination regarding responsibility, or from the Title IX Coordinator’s
dismissal of a Formal Complaint or any allegations therein, on the following bases:
 

A. procedural irregularity that affected the outcome of the matter (e.g., material deviation from established
procedures);
 

B. new evidence that was not reasonably available at the time the determination regarding responsibility or dismissal
was made, that could affect the outcome of the matter; and

10/8/25, 12:14 PM BoardDocs® PL

https://go.boarddocs.com/mi/rocf/Board.nsf/Private?open&login# 11/14



 
C. the Title IX Coordinator, investigator(s), or decision-maker(s) had a conflict of interest or bias for or against

Complainants or Respondents generally or the individual Complainant(s) or Respondent(s) that affected the outcome
of the matter.

 
The Complainant(s) may not challenge the ultimate disciplinary sanction/consequence that is imposed.
 
Any party wishing to appeal the decision-maker(s)’s determination of responsibility, or the Title IX Coordinator’s dismissal
of a Formal Complaint or any allegations therein, must submit a written appeal to the Title IX Coordinator within three (3)
days after receipt of the decision-maker(s)’s determination of responsibility or the Title IX Coordinator’s dismissal of a
Formal Complaint or any allegations therein.
 
Nothing herein shall prevent the Superintendent from implementing appropriate remedies, however, excluding disciplinary
sanction, while the appeal is pending.
 
As to all appeals, the Title IX Coordinator will notify the other party in writing when an appeal is filed and implement appeal
procedures equally for both parties.
 
The decision-maker(s) for the appeal shall not be the same person(s) as the decision-maker(s) that reached the
determination regarding responsibility or dismissal, the investigator(s), or the Title IX Coordinators. The decision-maker(s)
for the appeal shall not have a conflict of interest or bias for or against Complainants or Respondents generally or an
individual Complainant(s) or Respondent(s) and shall receive the same training as required of other decision-makers.
 
Both parties shall have a reasonable, equal opportunity to submit a written statement in support of, or challenging, the
outcome.
 
The parties’ written statements in support of, or challenging, the determination of responsibility must be submitted within
five (5) days after the Title IX Coordinator provides notice to the non-appealing party of the appeal.
 
The decision-maker(s) for the appeal shall issue a written decision describing the result of the appeal and the rationale for
the result. The original decision-maker's(s’) determination of responsibility will stand if the appeal request is not filed in a
timely manner or the appealing party fails to show clear error and/or a compelling rationale for overturning or modifying
the original determination. The written decision will be provided to the Title IX Coordinator who will provide it
simultaneously to both parties. The written decision will be issued within five (5) days of when the parties’ written
statements were submitted.
 
The determination of responsibility associated with a Formal Complaint, including any recommendations for
remedies/disciplinary sanctions, becomes final when the time for filing an appeal has passed or, if an appeal is filed, at the
point when the decision-maker(s) for the appeal’s decision is delivered to the Complainant and the Respondent. No further
review beyond the appeal is permitted.
 
Retaliation
 
Neither the Board nor any other person may intimidate, threaten, coerce, or discriminate against any individual for the
purpose of interfering with any right or privilege secured by Title IX, its implementing regulations, or this policy, or because
the individual made a report or complaint, testified, assisted, or participated or refused to participate in any manner in an
investigation, proceeding, or hearing under this policy. Intimidation, threats, coercion, or discrimination, including charges
against an individual for code of conduct violations that do not involve sex discrimination or Sexual Harassment, but arise
out of the same facts or circumstances as a report or complaint of sex discrimination, or a report or Formal Complaint of
Sexual Harassment, for the purpose of interfering with any right or privilege secured by Title IX, its implementing
regulations, or this policy, constitutes retaliation. Retaliation against a person for making a report of Sexual Harassment,
filing a Formal Complaint, or participating in an investigation is a serious violation of this policy that can result in the
imposition of disciplinary sanctions/consequences and/or other appropriate remedies.
 
Complaints alleging retaliation may be filed according to the grievance process set forth above.
 
The exercise of rights protected under the First Amendment of the United States Constitution does not constitute retaliation
prohibited under this policy.
 
Charging an individual with a code of conduct violation for making a materially false statement in bad faith in the course of
a grievance proceeding under this policy shall not constitute retaliation, provided, however, that a determination regarding
responsibility, alone, is not sufficient to conclude that any party made a materially false statement in bad faith.
 
Confidentiality
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The District will keep confidential the identity of any individual who has made a report or complaint of sex discrimination,
including any individual who has made a report or filed a Formal Complaint of Sexual Harassment, any Complainant, any
individual who has been reported to be the perpetrator of sex discrimination, any Respondent, and any witness, except as
may be permitted by the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act ("FERPA"), 20 U.S.C. 1232g, or FERPA regulations, 34
CFR part 99, or as required by law, or to carry out the purposes of 34 CFR part 106, including the conduct of any
investigation, hearing, or judicial proceeding arising thereunder (i.e., the District’s obligation to maintain confidentiality
shall not impair or otherwise affect the Complainant’s and Respondent’s receipt of the information to which they are entitled
related to the investigative record and determination of responsibility).
 
Application of the First Amendment
 
The Board will construe and apply this policy consistent with the First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution. In no case will a
Respondent be found to have committed Sexual Harassment based on expressive conduct that is protected by the First
Amendment.
 
Training
 
The District’s Title IX Coordinator, along with any investigator(s), decision-maker(s), or person(s) designated to facilitate an
informal resolution process, must receive training on:
 

A. the definition of Sexual Harassment (as that term is used in this policy);
 

B. the scope of the District’s education program or activity;
 

C. how to conduct an investigation and implement the grievance process, appeals, and informal resolution processes,
as applicable; and
 

D. how to serve impartially, including by avoiding prejudgment of the facts at issue, conflicts of interests, and bias.
 
All Board employees will be trained concerning their legal obligation to report Sexual Harassment to the Title IX
Coordinator. This training will include practical information about how to identify and report Sexual Harassment.
 
Recordkeeping
 
As part of its response to alleged violations of this policy, the District shall create, and maintain for a period of seven (7)
calendar years, records of any actions, including any supportive measures, taken in response to a report or Formal
Complaint of Sexual Harassment. In each instance, the District shall document the basis for its conclusion that its response
was not deliberately indifferent, and document that it has taken measures designed to restore or preserve equal access to
the District’s education program or activity. If the District does not provide a Complainant with supportive measures, then
the District will document the reasons why such a response was not clearly unreasonable in light of the known
circumstances. The documentation of certain bases or measures does not limit the District in the future from providing
additional explanations or detailing additional measures taken.
 
The District shall maintain for a period of seven (7) calendar years the following records:
 

A. each Sexual Harassment investigation including any determination regarding responsibility, any disciplinary
sanctions recommended and/or imposed on the Respondent(s), and any remedies provided to the Complainant(s)
designed to restore or preserve equal access to the District’s education program or activity;
 

B. any appeal and the result therefrom;
 

C. any informal resolution and the result therefrom; and
 

D. all materials used to train Title IX Coordinators, investigators, decision-makers, and any person who facilitates an
informal resolution process.

 
The District will make its training materials publicly available on its website.
 
Outside Appointments, Dual Appointments, and Delegations
 
The Board retains the discretion to appoint suitably qualified persons who are not Board employees to fulfill any function of
the Board under this policy, including, but not limited to, Title IX Coordinator, investigator, decision-maker, decision-maker
for appeals, facilitator of informal resolution processes, and advisor.
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The Board also retains the discretion to appoint two (2) or more persons to jointly fulfill the role of Title IX Coordinator,
investigator, decision-maker, decision-maker for appeals, facilitator of informal resolution processes, and advisor.
 
The Superintendent may delegate functions assigned to a specific Board employee under this policy, including but not
limited to the functions assigned to the Title IX Coordinator, investigator, decision-maker, decision-maker for appeals,
facilitator of informal resolution processes, and advisor to any suitably qualified individual and such delegation may be
rescinded by the Superintendent at any time.
 
Revised 12/13/21
 
© Neola 20254

Legal 20 U.S.C. 1092(F)(6)(A)(v)

20 U.S.C. 1400 et seq., The Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act
of 2004 (IDEIA)

20 U.S.C. 1681 et seq., Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 (Title IX)

34 C.F.R. Part 106

34 U.S.C. 12291(a)(8)

34 U.S.C. 12291(a)(10)

34 U.S.C. 12291(a)(30)

42 U.S.C. 1983

42 U.S.C. 2000c et seq., Title IV of the Civil Rights Act of 1964

42 U.S.C. 2000d et seq.

42 U.S.C. 2000e et seq.

OCR���s Revised Sexual Harassment Guidance (2001)
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Title Copy of HOMEBOUND INSTRUCTION PROGRAM

Code po2412

Status

Adopted June 22, 2015

Last Revised August 10, 2020

2412 - HOMEBOUND INSTRUCTION PROGRAM
 
The Board of Education shall arrange through the Kent Intermediate School District for individual instruction to students of
legal school age who are not able to attend classes because of a physical or emotional disability.
 
A physician, psychiatrist, hospital (e.g. psychiatric hospitals), or licensed treatment facility (e.g. substance abuse centers)
must certify the student as homebound or hospitalized. Psychologists, chiropractors, or other professionals may not certify
a student as eligible. The certification must; state  A pplications for individual instruction shall be made by a physician or
physician's assistant (licensed to practice in this State), parent, student, or other care giver. A physician or physician's
assistant must: 
 

A. certify the nature and existence of a medical condition;
 

B. state the probable duration of the confinement;
 

C. request such instruction;
 

D. present evidence of the student's ability to participate in an educational program.
 
Applications must be approved by the Assistant Superintendent of Curriculum or his/her designee.
 
The District shall recommend that the instruction begin within three (3) days from the date of notification for non-special
education students. In the case of students under an individualized education program (IEP), the instruction is to begin
within fifteen (15) days after notification in order to arrange for a meeting of an individualized education program
committee (IEPC), if necessary.
 
The program of homebound or hospitalized instruction given each student shall be in accordance with regulations of the
State Board of Education with such exceptions as may be recommended by the physician. Teachers of homebound special
education students shall hold a Michigan teaching certificate appropriate for the level of instruction for which the
assignment is made or for the type of instruction called for by an IEP. Teachers of non-disabled students must hold a valid
teaching certificate.
 
The District reserves the right to withhold recommendation for homebound instruction when:
 

A. the instructor's presence in the place of a student's confinement presents a hazard to the health of the teacher;
 

B. a parent or other adult in authority is not at home with the student during the hours of instruction;
 

C. the condition of the student is such as to preclude his/her benefit from such instruction.
 
The Superintendent shall develop administrative guidelines for implementing the policy.
 
© Neola 2020

Legal M.C.L. 388.1606, 388.1709
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Reference: Pupil Accounting Manual 2019-2020, Michigan Department of Education
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Section Board Prep 40.1

Title Copy of CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE AND ALCOHOL POLICY FOR COMMERCIAL MOTOR
VEHICLE (CMV) DRIVERS

Code po4162

Status

Adopted June 22, 2015

Last Revised August 10, 2020

4162 - CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE AND ALCOHOL POLICY FOR COMMERCIAL MOTOR VEHICLE (CMV) DRIVERS
 
Purpose
 
The Board of Education believes that the safety of students while being transported to and from school or school activities is
of utmost importance and is the primary responsibility of the driver of the school vehicle. To fulfill such a responsibility,
each driver, as well as others who perform safety-sensitive functions with District vehicles (collectively Covered Employees),
must be mentally and physically alert at all times while on duty.
 
To that end, the Board has established this policy which includes an alcohol and controlled substances testing program. The
Board expects all Covered Employees to comply with Policy 4122.01 on Drug-Free Workplace which prohibits the
possession, use, sale or distribution of alcohol and any controlled substance on District property at all times.
 
Further, the Board concurs with the federal requirement that all Covered Employees should be free of any influence of
alcohol or controlled substance while on duty. Therefore, participation in the alcohol and controlled substances testing
program is a condition of employment for all Covered Employees.
 
Covered Employees
 
This policy covers all commercial driver's license (CDL) holders and regular and substitute bus drivers, as well as other
District employees who operate, inspect, service and condition a commercial motor vehicle (CMV) while on duty, regardless
of whether they are required to hold a CDL.
 
Definitions
 
For purposes of this policy and the guidelines associated with the policy, the following definitions shall apply.
 

A. The term alcohol means the intoxicating agent in beverage alcohol, ethyl alcohol or other low molecular weight
alcohols, including methyl or isopropyl alcohol. This term is a volume breath expressed in terms of grams of alcohol
per 210 liters of breath as indicated by an evidential breath test as described herein.
 

B. The term controlled substance includes any illegal drug, the possession or use of which is unlawful pursuant to
Federal, State and local laws and regulations and any drug that is being used illegally, such as a prescription drug
that was not legally obtained or not used for its intended purposes or in its prescribed quantity. The term does not
include any legally-obtained prescription drug used for its intended purpose in its prescribed quantity unless such
use would impair the individual's ability to safely perform safety-sensitive functions. This term includes, but is not
limited to, marijuana metabolites, cocaine metabolites, amphetamines, opiate metabolites and phencyclidine (PCP).
 

C. The term controlled substance abuse includes excessive use of alcohol as well as prescribed drugs not being used for
prescribed purposes, in a prescribed manner, or in the prescribed quantity.
 

D. The term safety-sensitive functions includes waiting to be dispatched, inspecting equipment, servicing, driving,
loading or unloading District vehicles, as well as repairing, obtaining assistance, or remaining in attendance upon a
disabled District vehicle. This term further includes any period in which an individual is actually performing, ready to
perform, or immediately available to perform any safety-sensitive function.
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E. The term CDL license holder means all driver CDL holders and regular and substitute bus drivers who operate a CMV

while on duty, as well as other District employees who operate, inspect, service and condition a CMV while on duty,
regardless of whether they are required to hold a CDL.
 

F. The term while on duty means all time from the time the Covered Employee begins to work or is required to be in
readiness for work until the time s/he is relieved from work and all responsibility for performing work.

 
Procedures
 
The Superintendent shall establish a drug and alcohol testing program whereby each Covered Employee is tested for the
presence of alcohol in his or her system as well as for the presence of the following controlled substances:
 

A. Marijuana
 

B. Cocaine
 

C. Opiates
 

D. Amphetamines
 

E. Phencyclidine (PCP)
 
The alcohol and controlled substances tests are to be conducted in accordance with federal and state regulations: a) prior
to employment (Controlled Substances Only); b) reasonable suspicion; c) upon return to duty after any alcohol or drug
rehabilitation; d) after any accident resulting in human death, where the driver is issued a citation and the accident results
in an injury that requires immediate medical attention away from the scene or where there is disability damage to any
motor vehicle that requires towing; e) on a random basis; and f) on a follow-up basis.
 
The Superintendent shall require that the District query the FMCSA's Drug and Alcohol Clearinghouse for current and
prospective CDL drivers' drug and alcohol violations before allowing a driver to operate a District-owned and/or operated
vehicle, consistent with Federal regulations, including consent requirements.
 
Any support employee who tests positive as defined in the guidelines shall be:
 

A. immediately prohibited from driving any District vehicle or conducting a safety-sensitive function;
 

B. evaluated by a substance abuse professional;
 

C. subject to discipline up to and including discharge, in accordance with District guidelines and the terms of any
applicable collective bargaining agreements.

 
No support employee who has tested positive for alcohol or a controlled substance may be returned to a safety-sensitive
position without having been evaluated by a qualified substance abuse professional (SAP), completed any required
treatment program and passed a retest. Return to a safety-sensitive position is solely at the District’s discretion and the
employee may be required to participate in ongoing services if recommended by the SAP.  Any staff member who has
tested positive for alcohol or a controlled substance will be provided with a list of SAPs available and acceptable to the
District.
 
Prior to the beginning of the testing program, the District shall provide training for all Covered Employees, including drivers
and their supervisors, about:
 

A. the dangers of illegal drug use and controlled substance and alcohol abuse;
 

B. indicators of probable alcohol misuse and controlled substance abuse;
 

C. Policy 4122.01 - Drug-Free Workplace, Policy 4161 - Unrequested Leaves of Absence/Fitness for Duty, Policy 4170 -
Substance Abuse and Policy 4170.01 - Employee Assistance Program;
 

D. the sanctions that may be imposed for violations of Policy 4122.01.
 
All time spent undergoing an alcohol or controlled substance test, including travel time, will be paid at the staff member's
regular rate of pay, or at his/her overtime rate, if applicable. Any staff member who is not allowed to return to work while
awaiting test results will be compensated during the waiting period for all work time lost, including overtime, if
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applicable. The Board shall pay all costs associated with the administration of alcohol and controlled substance tests. This
includes testing of the "split specimen" at a Federally certified laboratory if so requested by a staff member.  Requests for a
"split specimen" must be made within seventy-two (72) hours of receipt of the notification of a positive drug test. The
Board will not pay for the employee's time while not on duty, if the split specimen test results are positive.
 
Alcohol and drug test results shall be protected as confidential medical records as appropriate under Federal law (i.e. test
results shall be provided on a right to know basis - the employee, the employer, and the substance abuse professional - and
the results shall not be presented until analyzed by a Medical Review Officer).
 
A tested individual, upon written request, will be promptly provided copies of any records relating to his/her use of drugs
and alcohol, including any records pertaining to his/her drug and alcohol tests. A tested individual must provide specific
written consent before his/her test result can be provided to any other person except as required by law.
 
All tests shall be conducted in accordance with Federal testing guidelines and be performed by a laboratory that is Federally
certified. 
 
The alcohol and drug testing program shall be under the direction of the Superintendent.
 
The Superintendent shall arrange for periodic retraining of supervisors and staff members as necessary. The Superintendent
shall provide a copy of this policy and testing guidelines to all Covered Employees and will include available resources to
assist employees with problems related to the use of alcohol and controlled substances.
 
The Superintendent shall submit, for Board approval, a contract with a certified laboratory to provide the following services:
 

A. testing of all first and second test urine samples
 

B. clear and consistent communication with the District's Medical Review Officer (MRO)
 

C. methodology and procedures for conducting random tests for controlled substances and alcohol
 

D. preparation and submission of all required reports to the District, the MRO and to Federal and State governments.
 
The Superintendent shall also select the agency or persons who will conduct the alcohol breathalyzer tests, the District's
MRO and the drug collection site(s) in accordance with the requirements of the law.
 
Notification
 
A tested candidate shall be notified of the results of a pre-employment controlled substances test conducted under this
part, if the driver requests such results within sixty (60) calendar days of being notified of the disposition of the
employment application.
 
A tested individual shall be notified of the results of random, reasonable suspicion and post-accident tests for controlled
substances conducted under this policy if the test results are verified positive. The tested individual shall also be
informed which controlled substance or substances were verified as positive.
 
The Superintendent shall make reasonable efforts to contact and request each driver who submitted a specimen under
the employer's program, regardless of the driver's employment status, to contact and discuss the results of the controlled
substances test with a medical review officer who has been unable to contact the driver.
 
The ﻿Superintendent shall immediately notify the medical review officer that the driver has been notified to contact the
medical review officer within seventy-two (72) hours.
 
Individuals holding a CDL license must notify all current employers of any DOT violations (such as testing positive for the
presence of alcohol or a controlled substance in violation of this policy). The notification must be made 1) by the end of the
business day following the day the individual first receives notice of the violation or 2) prior to performing any safety-
sensitive function, whichever comes first. Individuals are not required to notify the employer that administered the test or
that documented the circumstances giving rise to the violation.
 
In the event that an individual is selected for testing, the Superintendent will inform the individual that the test is required
by applicable law.
 
Reporting Test Results
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The Superintendent shall report all information required by Federal regulations to the Clearinghouse in a timely
manner. The Superintendent shall prepare and maintain a summary of the results of its alcohol and controlled
substances testing programs performed under this policy during the previous calendar year, when requested by
the Secretary of Transportation, any DOT agency, or any State or local officials with regulatory authority over
the employer or any of its drivers. Such summaries shall be submitted in a manner and timeline as required by law.
 
Educational Materials Related to Certain Federal Regulations, Board Policies and Procedures
 
﻿CDL License Holders and other employees who perform safety-sensitive functions will be provided educational materials at
the time of hire or at any time when required to operate a District vehicle.  The educational materials shall explain the
requirements of applicable federal regulations and the Board's policies and District's procedures with respect to meeting
these federal regulations.  The Board designates the Director of Transportation as the individual responsible for providing
educational materials to CDL License Holders and other employees who perform safety-sensitive functions.  The educational
materials will include, at a minimum, the following:
 

A. the contact information for the Director of Transportation, who is the individual designated by the Board to answer
questions about the educational materials;
 

B. a statement that all CDL License Holders and other employees who perform safety-sensitive functions are subject to
Federal law addressing the misuse of alcohol and other controlled substances;
 

C. information sufficient to make clear to employees the period of the workday during which they are required to
comply with the regulations;
 

D. information concerning prohibited conduct;
 

E. the circumstances under which employees are subject to testing for alcohol﻿ and/or controlled substances;
 

F. the procedures for testing for the presence of alcohol and controlled substances in order to protect the employee
and the integrity of the testing process, to safeguard the validity of the test results and to confirm the results are
attributed to the correct employee, including post-accident information, procedures and instructions required under
federal regulations;
 

G. the requirement that employees must submit to alcohol and controlled substance testing as required by the
regulations;
 

H. an explanation of what constitutes a refusal to be tested for alcohol or controlled substances and the attendant
consequences;
 

I. the consequences of testing positive, including the requirements of immediate removal from safety-sensitive
functions, and the procedures regarding referral, evaluation and treatment;
 

J. the consequences for employees found to have an alcohol concentration of 0.02 or greater but less than 0.04;
 

K. information concerning the effects of alcohol and controlled substances use on an individual's health, work and
personal life; signs and symptoms of an alcohol and/or controlled substances problem (the employee's or a co-
worker's); and available methods of intervening when a controlled substances and/or alcohol problem is suspected
(including confrontation and how to refer someone to an Employee Assistance Program or to management); and
 

L. information regarding the requirement that certain personal information collected and maintained under Federal law
be reported to the Commercial Driver's License Drug and Alcohol Clearinghouse.
 

M. information indicating that the unlawful manufacture, distribution, dispensing, possession or use of a controlled
substance, including alcohol, is prohibited on all school board property and at school-sponsored activities.
Individuals are strictly prohibited from reporting to work or being on duty while under the influence of alcohol or a
controlled substance.

 
﻿These materials are to be distributed to each staff member upon being hired or transferred into a covered position
thereafter.  Each staff member must sign a statement certifying receipt of these materials.  A staff member who refuses to
sign the requisite statement shall be prohibited from performing any safety-sensitive functions.  Each employee (and labor
organization representing District employees) shall receive written notice of the availability of this information and the
identity of the District's designated representative in charge of answering employee questions about the materials.
 
﻿Return-to-Duty (Safety-Sensitive Positions)
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Employees who are removed from performing safety-sensitive functions as a result of this policy must complete the Return-
to-Duty ("RTD") process as required by the U.S. Department of Transportation ("DOT") regulations and their Federal Motor
Carrier Safety Act ("FMCSA") Drug and Alcohol Clearinghouse status must be changed from “prohibited” to “not prohibited”
before resuming safety-sensitive duties. The RTD process requires an evaluation by a qualified Substance Abuse
Professional ("SAP"), successful compliance with the SAP’s prescribed education and/or treatment program, and a follow-up
evaluation by the SAP determining that the employee has complied with the program. The employee must then complete a
DOT return-to-duty test and obtain a verified negative drug test result and/or an alcohol test result of less than 0.02 before
being permitted to return to the performance of safety-sensitive functions.
 
In addition, employees must comply with the SAP’s written follow-up testing plan, which will be administered by the District
in accordance with DOT regulations. An employee who fails to comply with the follow-up testing plan will not be permitted
to perform safety-sensitive duties.
 
Subject to any collective bargaining agreement or other legal requirements, employees who are otherwise eligible to
resume safety-sensitive functions may not do so without the Superintendent’s approval.
﻿Employees who are removed from performing safety-sensitive functions as a result of this policy must take and pass a
return-to-duty test before returning to performing safety-sensitive functions.  The return-to-duty test will not occur until
after﻿ a Substance Abuse Professional (SAP) has determined that the employee has successfully complied with prescribed
education and/or treatment.  The employee must have a negative drug test result and/or an alcohol test with an alcohol
concentration of less than 0.02 before resuming performance of safety-sensitive duties. The employee will not be permitted
to perform safety-sensitive functions until the start of the employee's next regularly scheduled duty period, but not less
than twenty-four (24) hours following administration of the return-to-duty test.
 
﻿Employees must also comply with the SAP's written follow-up testing plan, which will be administered by the District, or
they will not be permitted to perform safety-sensitive duties.
 
﻿Subject to any collective bargaining agreement or other legal requirements, employees who are eligible to return to
performing safety-sensitive functions may not do so without the approval of the Superintendent. 
 
Revised 2/25/19
Revised 3/25/19
 
© Neola 2020 5

Legal 49 C.F.R. 382

49 C.F.R. Part 40
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Adopted June 22, 2015

Last Revised August 28, 2017

5517.01 - BULLYING AND OTHER AGGRESSIVE BEHAVIOR TOWARD STUDENTS
 
It is the policy of the District to provide a safe and nurturing educational environment for all of its students.
 
The Board of Education recognizes that a school that is physically and emotionally safe and secure for all students and staff
will be better able to promote good citizenship, increase attendance and engagement, and support academic achievement.
The Board expects students and staff to conduct themselves in a manner that promotes positive relationships and a
positive school climate, with a proper regard for the rights and welfare of other students, school staff, volunteers, and
contractors. 
 
This policy protects all students from bullying/aggressive behavior regardless of the subject matter or motivation for such
impermissible behavior.
 
Bullying or other aggressive behavior toward a student, whether by other students, District employees or third parties,
including Board members, parents, guests, contractors, vendors and volunteers, is strictly prohibited. This prohibition
includes written, physical, verbal and psychological abuse, including hazing, gestures, comments, threats or actions  ,
including electronically transmitted acts to a student which cause, or threaten to cause, bodily harm, reasonable fear for
personal safety or personal degradation.
 
Demonstration of appropriate behavior, treating others with civility and respect and refusing to tolerate harassment or
bullying is expected of administrators, District employees and volunteers to provide positive examples for student behavior.
 
This policy applies to all "at school" activities in the District, including activities on District property, in a District vehicle or
at any time or place where a child's immminent safety or over-all well-being may be at issue, and those occurring off
District property, if the student or District employee is at any school-sponsored, school-approved or school-related activity
or function, such as field trips or athletic events where students are under the school’s control, or where a District employee
is engaged in school business. Misconduct occurring outside of school may also be disciplined if it interferes with the school
environment.
 
Notification
 
Notice of this policy will be annually circulated and posted in conspicuous locations in all buildings and departments within
the District and discussed with students, as well as incorporated into the professional staff member, student and parent
handbooks. State and federal rights posters on discrimination and harassment shall also be posted at each building. All new
hires will be required to review and sign off on this policy and the related complaint procedure.
 
Parents of the alleged victim(s) of bullying/aggressive behavior, as well as of the alleged aggressor(s), shall be promptly
notified of any complaint or investigation, as well as the results of the investigation, to the extent consistent with student
confidentiality requirements. A record of the time and form of notice, or attempts at notice, shall be kept in the
investigation file.
 
To the extent appropriate and/or legally permitted, confidentiality will be maintained during the investigation process.
However, a proper investigation will, in some circumstances, require the disclosure of names and allegations. Further, the
appropriate authorities may be notified depending on the nature of the complaint and/or the results of the investigation.
 
Reporting
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No later than September 30, 2015,  The District shall submit a copy of this policy to the Michigan Department of Education
(MDE).
 
The District shall, on an annual basis, report incidents of bullying to the MDE according to the form and procedures
established by the MDE.
 
Should this policy be amended or otherwise modified, the District shall submit a copy of the amended or modified policy to
the MDE no later than thirty (30) days after adopting the modification.
 
Implementation
 
The Superintendent is responsible to implement this policy and may develop further guidelines not inconsistent with this
policy.
 
This policy is not intended, and should not be interpreted, to interfere with legitimate free speech rights of any individual.
However, the District reserves the right and responsibility to maintain a safe environment for students, conducive to
learning and other legitimate objectives of the school program.
 
Procedure
 
Any student who believes they have been or ares/he has been, or is, the victim of bullying, hazing or other aggressive
behavior should immediately report the situation to the Principal or Assistant Principal. The student may also report
concerns to a teacher or counselor who will be responsible for notifying the appropriate administrator or Board member.
Complaints against the Principal should be filed with the Superintendent. Complaints against the Superintendent should be
filed with the Board President.
 
A student may also submit a report or complaint to any of the above-designated individuals through e-mail, voice mail,
regular mail or by leaving a sealed note addressed to the individual at that person’s office or desk. The student may submit
a report or complaint anonymously but this may affect the ability to fully investigate the matter when the complaining
student is not available to provide additional information during the course of the investigation.
 
The identity of a student who reports bullying/aggressive behavior, as well as those students who provide information
during an investigation, will remain confidential to the extent possible and to the extent allowable by law. Only District
employees directly involved in the investigation of the complaint or responsible for remedying any violations will be
provided access to the identity of the complaining student(s) and student witnesses and then only to the extent necessary
to effectively deal with the situation.
 
The identity of the student who files the report or complaint will not be voluntarily shared with the alleged perpetrator(s) or
the witnesses unless the student and his/her parent give written permission to do so. Any investigation report will likewise
not be voluntarily produced with the names of the reporting student or witnesses. However, under certain circumstances,
the District may be required by law to disclose the report and/or the student’s name. In addition, under certain
circumstances, the identity of the reporting student may become obvious even without disclosure by District employees.
 
Every student is encouraged, and every District employee is required, to report any situation they believe to be
bullying/aggressive behavior directed toward a student. Reports shall be made to those identified above. While reports may
be made anonymously, formal disciplinary action may not be taken solely on the basis of an anonymous report without
other corroborating evidence.
 
The Principal shall promptly investigate and document all complaints about bullying/aggressive or other behavior that may
violate this policy. The investigation must be completed as promptly as the circumstances permit after a report or complaint
is made.
 
If the investigation finds an instance of bullying/aggressive behavior has occurred, it will result in prompt and appropriate
remedial action. This may include up to expulsion for students, up to discharge for District employees, up to exclusion for
parents, guests, volunteers and contractors and removal from any official position and/or a request to resign for Board
members. Individuals may also be referred to law enforcement or other appropriate officials.
 
If during an investigation of a reported act of bullying/aggressive behavior, the Principal believes that the reported
misconduct may have created a hostile learning environment and may have constituted unlawful discriminatory harassment
based on a Protected Class, the Principal will report the act of bullying and/or harassment to one of the Anti-Harassment
Compliance Officers so that it may be investigated in accordance with the procedures set forth in Policy 5517 - Anti-
Harassment.
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The individual responsible for conducting the investigation shall document all reported incidents and report all verified
incidents of bullying/aggressive or other prohibited behavior, as well as any remedial action taken, including disciplinary
actions and referrals, to the Superintendent. The Superintendent shall submit a compiled report to the Board on an annual
basis.
 
Non-Retaliation/False Reports
 
Retaliation or false allegations against any person who reports, is thought to have reported, files a complaint, participates in
an investigation or inquiry concerning allegations of bullying/aggressive behavior (as a witness or otherwise) or is the
target of the bullying/aggressive behavior being investigated is prohibited and will not be tolerated. Such retaliation shall be
considered a serious violation of Board policy, independent of whether a complaint of bullying/aggressive behavior is
substantiated. Suspected retaliation should be reported in the same manner as bullying/aggressive behavior.
 
Making intentionally false reports about bullying/aggressive behavior for the purpose of getting someone in trouble is
similarly prohibited and will not be tolerated. Retaliation and intentionally false reports may result in disciplinary action as
indicated above.
 
Prevention/Training/Restorative Practices
 
The District shall provide a minimum of annual training for school employees and volunteers who have significant contact
with students on school policies and procedures regarding bullying and harassment to help promote a positive school
climate. Training will provide school employees with a clear understanding of their roles and responsibilities and the
necessary skills to fulfill them. (Examples of appropriate trainings include, but are not limited to, age-appropriate strategies
to prevent bullying; age-appropriate strategies for immediate, effective interventions to stop incidents; internet safety
issues as they relate to cyberbullying; and fostering an understanding of and respect for diversity and difference).
 
The District will utilize restorative practices that emphasize repairing the harm to the victim and school community in the
correction of bullying behavior, which may include victim-offender conferences that:

A. are initiated by the victim;
 

B. are approved by the victim’s parent or, if the victim is at least fifteen (15) years old, by the victim;
 

C. are attended voluntarily by the victim, a victim advocate, the offender, member of the school community and
supporters of the victim and the offender (the "restorative practices team");
 

D. would provide an opportunity for the offender to accept responsibility for the harm caused to those affected and to
participate in setting consequences to repair the harm, such as requiring the offender to apologize; participate in
community service, restoration of emotional or material losses or counseling; pay restitution; or any combination of
these. The selected consequences and time limits for completion will be incorporated into an agreement to be signed
by all participants.

 
Definitions
 
The following definitions are provided for guidance only. If a student or other individual believes there has been
bullying/aggressive behavior, regardless of whether it fits a particular definition, the student or other individuals s/he 
should report it immediately and allow the administration to determine the appropriate course of action.
 
"Aggressive behavior" is defined as inappropriate conduct that is repeated enough, or serious enough, to negatively
impact a student’s educational, physical or emotional well-being. Such behavior includes, for example, bullying, hazing,
harassment, stalking, intimidation, menacing, coercion, name-calling, taunting, making threats and
hitting/pushing/shoving.
 
"At School" is defined as in a classroom, elsewhere on school premises, on a school bus or other school-related vehicle or
at a school-sponsored activity or event, whether or not it is held on school premises. It also includes conduct using a
telecommunications access device or telecommunications service provider that occurs off school premises if either owned
by, or under the control of, the District.
 
"Bullying" is defined as any written, verbal or physical acts including cyber bullying (i.e., any electronic communication
including, but not limited to, electronically transmitted acts, such as internet, telephone or cell phone, personal digital
assistant [PDA] or wireless hand held device) that, without regard to its subject matter or motivating factor, is intended or
that a reasonable person would know is likely to harm one (1) or more students either directly or indirectly by doing any of
the following:

A. substantially interfering with educational opportunities, benefits or programs of one (1) or more students;
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B. adversely affecting the ability of a student to participate in, or benefit from, the District's educational programs or
activities by placing the student in reasonable fear of physical harm or by causing substantial emotional distress;
 

C. having an actual and substantial detrimental effect on a student's physical or mental health; and/or
 

D. causing substantial disruption in, or substantial interference with, the orderly operation of the school.
 
Bullying can be physical, verbal, psychological or a combination of all three. Some examples of bullying are:

A. Physical – hitting, kicking, spitting, pushing, pulling; taking and/or damaging personal belongings or extorting
money; blocking or impeding student movement; unwelcome physical contact.
 

B. Verbal – taunting, malicious teasing, insulting, name calling, making threats.
 

C. Psychological – spreading rumors, manipulating social relationships, coercion or engaging in social
exclusion/shunning, extortion or intimidation. This may occur in a number of different ways including, but not
limited to, notes, e-mails, tweets, social media postings and graffiti.

 
"Harassment" The District shall provide a minimum of annual training for school employees and volunteers who have
significant contact with students on school policies and procedures regarding bullying and harassment to help promote a
positive school climate. Training will provide school employees with a clear understanding of their roles and responsibilities
and the necessary skills to fulfill them. (Examples of appropriate trainings include, but are not limited to, age-appropriate
strategies to prevent bullying; age-appropriate strategies for immediate, effective interventions to stop incidents; internet
safety issues as they relate to cyberbullying; and fostering an understanding of and respect for diversity and
difference).includes, but is not limited to, any act which subjects an individual or group to unwanted, abusive behavior of a
non-verbal, verbal, written or physical nature, often on the basis of age, race, religion, color, national origin, marital status
or disability, but may also include sexual orientation, physical characteristics (e.g., height, weight, complexion), cultural
background, socioeconomic status or geographic location (e.g., from rival school, different state, rural area, city, etc.) .
 
"Intimidation/Menacing" includes, but is not limited to, any threat or act intended to: place a person in fear of physical
injury or offensive physical contact; substantially damage or interfere with a person's property; or intentionally interfere
with or block a person's movement without good reason.
 
"Staff" includes all District employees and Board members.
 
"Third parties" include, but are not limited to, coaches, District volunteers, parents, school visitors, service contractors,
vendors, others engaged in District business or others not directly subject to school control at intra-District or inter-district
athletic competitions or other school events.
 
he scope of this policy includes the prohibition of every form of bullying, harassment, and cyberbullying/harassment,
whether in the classroom, on school premises, immediately adjacent to school premises, when a student is traveling to
or from school (portal to portal), or at a school-sponsored event, whether or not held on school premises. Bullying or
harassment, including cyberbullying/harassment, that is not initiated at a location defined above is covered by this policy if
the incident results in a potentially material or substantial disruption of the school learning environment for one (1) or more
students or staff and/or the orderly day-to-day operations of any school or school program.
 
For further definition and instances that could possibly be construed as:
 
Harassment, see Policy 5517
Hazing, see Policy 5516.
 
© Neola 202517 

Legal M.C.L. 380.1310b (Matt's Safe School Law, PA 241 of 2011), PA 478 of 2014

Policies on Bullying, Michigan State Board of Education

Model Anti-Bullying Policy, Michigan State Board of Education
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Finance Department
Allison Clements, Assistant Superintendent 

Of Business and Operations
350 N. Main Street Rockford, MI 49341

Phone: 616.863.6555  Fax: 616.866.1911

www.rockfordschools.orgrg

Memorandum
To: Dr. Steve Matthews, Superintendent of Schools
From: Allison Clements, Assistant Superintendent of Business and Operations
Date:      October 13, 2025 
Subject: RHS Stage Turntable

Rams XII Goal 5.C.2 Modernizing Infrastructure: Ensure the District facilities meet the changing needs of 
the community and student population, is supported by the addition to the Rockford High School 
Auditorium of a stage turntable utilized by the RHS students.  Due to the specialization of the project, the 
region only has one provider for this project.

The recommendation is to approve the purchase of the Revolver Apprentice Starter Kit from Creative 
Conners for $53,805 with proceeds from the 2019 Bond. 

ATC/jgg 
Attachment





 
 
 

 Jun 26, 2025
 
Gayla Fox 
Rockford Public Schools 
4100 Kroes St NE 
Rockford, MI  
49341 
 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
This letter is to confirm that Creative Conners, a part of Wenger Corporation, is the sole 
manufacturer, vendor, and rental agent for Stagehand motion controllers, Spikemark automation 
software, Showstopper emergency stop products, along with our catalog of stage machinery 
including Pushstick winches, Spotline hoists, Revolver turntable machines, and others. The 
products are designed to work together as a complete stage automation system. 
 
We do not utilize a dealer network or maintain any distribution channels beyond selling directly 
to our customers. 
 
Please feel free to contact me with any questions. 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 
Abbie Hackney 
Creative Conners | Wenger Corporation 
401-289-2942 x 121 
abbie.hackney@wengercorp.com 
20 Avery Rd 
Cranston, RI 
02910  



Instruction Department
Mike Ramm, Assistant Superintendent

350 N. Main Street Rockford, MI 49341

Phone: 616.863.6556 Fax: 616.866.1911

Memorandum
To: Steve Matthews Ph.D., Superintendent

From: Mike Ramm, Assistant Superintendent of Instruction

Date: October 9, 2025

Subject: Purchase of Student Furniturefor Edgerton Trails Elementary

Dr. Matthews,

For the past two years, Rockford Public Schools has continued making progress at updating furniture throughout

our district. As you recall, the furniture purchase is part of the 2019 Bond to enhance district learning

environments. To date, each of our elementary and both of our middle schools have been fully equipped with

new student furniture. Furniture installation at Rockford Freshman Center and Rockford High School is scheduled

for the summer of 2026.

When completing the elementary project last spring, we took inventory of all available furniture in every

elementary building before finalizing the order to Roguewood, our last elementary school to receive furniture.

This included pieces of furniture that were not being used in buildings, as well as furniture that was housed in our

maintenance department to supply district needs. Significant monies were saved by using already purchased

furniture for a portion of the Roguewood order, however, when the 2025/26 class sections around the district

were finalized, it was necessary for us to use two additional furniture sets from from Edgerton Trails to supply

Roguewood’s final counts. As a result, I am requesting a backfill order of two elementary classroom sets for

Edgerton Trails.

The budget total for the furniture is $46,652 and details are outlined in the attached packets. This will complete

the purchases of elementary classroom sets of furniture.

At Monday’s meeting we will be seeking board approval of the budget to move forward. If you have any questions

or require further information, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Thank you,

Mike Ramm

www.rockfordschools.org



Interphase Interiors 8/11/2025

415 Leonard ST NW  Suite 110
Grand Rapids, MI 49504

Phone: 616-245-0800 Fax: 616-245-3974
Quote #

Ship To:Sold To:
RPS Crestwood ElementaryRPS Crestwood Elementary
6350 Courtland Dr NE,6350 Courtland Dr NE,
Rockford            MI         49341Rockford            MI         49341

Jerrad Reickard Jerrad ReickardContact: Contact
Email: Jreickard@rockfordschools.org Email: Jreickard@rockfordschools.org

RPS EDGERTON ELEMENTARY - OTTOMAN ADDS QT

Sales Person: RACHEL BRICK
Price

Item Qty. Product Unit Extended

A WING CLASSRM

$277.68 $1,110.721 4 FK501-18X15X14-Z, GR3, ALP,
DTX_ALPHABET-IRONA WING CLASSRM
Log ottoman 18x15x14

Subtotal for: A WING CLASSRM $1,110.72

C WING CLASSRM

$277.68 $1,110.723 4 FK501-18X15X14-Z, GR3, ALP,
DTX_ALPHABET-IRONC WING CLASSRM
Log ottoman 18x15x14

Subtotal for: C WING CLASSRM $1,110.72

SERVICES

$450.00 $450.006 1 INSTALL
SERVICES Delivery, Install & Trash Removal during normal hours M-F 7AM-3PM for

above product.

No stair-carry or removal/disposal of existing product.

Subtotal for: SERVICES $450.00
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Price
Item Qty. Product Unit Extended

Sub Total: $2,671.44
Tax: $0.00

Total: $2,671.44
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Price
Item Qty. Product Unit Extended

Payment Terms
Interphase, Inc. shall make every e ort to deliver and install all products as quickly as possible. However, any delivery and/or

1. All prices are FCA manufacturer point of shipment unless otherwise speci ed.
2. Terms are net 10 days from date of invoice. Customer will be invoiced for items as delivered.  In no case is payment to be

or undelivered, the Customer must pay the balance of the invoice within 10 days, but may withhold the lesser amount of 10% of

3. All materials are subject to Michigan State Sales Tax or other applicable State Sales Tax.

5. All orders are subject to credit approval.

6. An order is not cancelable once the order is con rmed by the vendor or manufacturer of the product, regardless of whether

7. Customer agrees that the seller may pass through to Customer any charges, costs or fees that it incurs as result of Customer
paying Seller through use of a credit card, debit card, credit facility or wire fees, and that such passed through charges, costs or
fees may be subject to sales or use tax.

products will be stored at Customer's expense. Customer agrees to be invoiced for 100% of the invoice, to be paid within 10

handling of product will be charged at our normal hourly rate. This could be a result of Customer’s site not being ready or site

9.Interphase retains, and Customer hereby grants to Interphase, a security interest in the products to secure the purchase price
therefore. The products shall remain personal property regardless of being xed to any real property. If Customer defaults in the
payment of the purchase price when due, Interphase shall have all rights and remedies granted by the Uniform Commercial
Code. A nance charge of 1.5% per month (annual percentage rate 18%) will be charged on all past due balances. Customer shall

General Terms

measurements of the space to assure accuracies of custom ordered products. If actual measurements are not possible and

be billed to Customer at prevailing rates. A restocking fee, based on product cost and vendor policies, will be assessed on all

11. Customer acknowledges that the products are manufactured by others.  AS BETWEEN CUSTOMER AND INTERPHASE, THE
GOODS ARE OTHERWISE “AS IS WHERE IS” WITH ALL FAULTS AND INTERPHASE MAKES NO EXPRESS, IMPLIED OR STATUTORY
WARRANTIES, ALL OF WHICH ARE DISCLAIMED AND EXCLUDED BY INTERPHASE INCLUDING, WITHOUT LIMITATION, ANY
WARRANTY OF MECHANTABILITY, NON-INFRINGMENT, SUITABILITY FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE OR USE, EXCEPT THOSE MADE
BY THE MANUFACTURER OF THE PRODUCTS.  No third party, including any employee or agent of Interphase, is authorized to
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Price
Item Qty. Product Unit Extended

lockout, accident, or delay beyond its control.

receiving Customer is responsible to inspect merchandise immediately upon receipt and le any necessary freight claims with
freight provider.

17. Electrical Work - Unless speci cally indicated, electrical work in the following areas is not included:
a. Electrical Wiring to the Space
b. Hardwiring of Feeds
Interphase can make arrangements for these services and Interphase will bill Customer accordingly.

shall be smooth, level and free from debris, and concrete subject to dampness shall be waterproofed prior to delivery and

personnel and equipment with simultaneous deadlines. Any damage caused by other trades will be the Customer’s
responsibility.

21. Staging Areas - Staging areas will be provided by Customer on the same oor and within the workspace.

charges.

crews.

and dust by other trades is not included.

Fire, tornado,
earthquake, ood, vehicle, general liability and other causality insurance related to the job site, the product, or the transit of the
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Price
Item Qty. Product Unit Extended

product will be provided and paid by Customer. Customer shall be solely responsible for insurance coverage for the product from

Customer Signature Date
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RPS Board of Education Policy Committee Meeting
October 10, 2025

Meeting Location: Administration Building Meeting Time:  9:30 A.M.

Attendance: Dr. Korie Wilson Crawford, Christie Ramsey, Jake Himmelspach (Absent), Andrea Jacobson,
and Erin Wenger (recorder)

Andrea called the meeting to order at 9:40 A.M.

Welcome
Dr. Korie Wilson-Crawford updated Trustees on the district’s new policy representative, Kevin Schooly
who is replacing Darlene Dongvillo who has retired.

Policy Discussion
The policies presented are recommendations based on conversations with NEOLA.

● Po1623- SECTION 504/ADA PROHIBITION AGAINST DISABILITY DISCRIMINATION IN

EMPLOYMENT.

A. Editorial changes, most notably, the Michigan reporting Office of Civil Rights location has

changed from Cleveland, OH to Washington DC due to office closure

● Po2210- CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT - APPROVED COURSES

A. Documentation related to the calculation of instructional time for each approved course

B. This policy will accompany the Pupil Account Manual part of the Michigan School Code

C. All will get updated to this current year

● Po2260- NONDISCRIMINATION AND ACCESS TO EQUAL EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY

A. Editorial changes and the change to Scott Beckman’s official title from; Director of

Security to Executive Director of Safety and Security.

B. Changes will be made to Scott’s title will be made on all policies that reflect his title in

the district

C. Policy outlines the formal complaint procedures for the district

D. District has updated the website to reflect the different scenarios based on student

needs



● Po2260.01- SECTION 504/ADA PROHIBITION AGAINST DISCRIMINATION BASED OF DISABILITY 

A. Editorial changes 

B. Same as Po2260 with the exception of 504/ADA complaints are filed with the OCR 

(Office of Civil Rights) 

 

● Po2264- NONDISCRIMINATION ON THE BASIS OF SEX IN EDUCATION PROGRAMS OR ACTIVITIES 

A. Policy is being rescinded and put into Po2266 

 

● Po2266- NONDISCRIMINATION ON THE BASIS OF SEX IN EDUCATION PROGRAMS OR ACTIVITIES 

A. New Definiton under Sexual Harassment changing “fondling” to “criminal sexual 

contact”  

B. Editorial changes 

C. Korie will request clarification to our Representative, Kevin on the effective date, August 

1, 2024 

 

● Po2412- HOMEBOUND INSTRUCTION PROGRAM 

A. Clarification on who can certify student eligibility 

B. Certification starts with the physician and Larinda Fase, Director of Special Programs, 

works with families and Mike Ramm approves the plan. 

 

● Po3123- SECTION 504/ADA PROHIBITION AGAINST DISABILITY DISCRIMINATION IN 

EMPLOYMENT 

A. This policy is for professional/certified staff and reporting to the OCR (Office of Civil 

Rights) 

● Po4123- SECTION 504/ADA PROHIBITION AGAINST DISABILITY DISCRIMINATION IN 

EMPLOYMENT 

A. This policy is for support staff and reporting to the OCR (Office of Civil Rights) 

 

● Po4162- CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE AND ALCOHOL POLICY FOR COMMERCIAL MOTOR VEHICLE 

(CMV) DRIVERS 

A. Changes in the DOT (Department of Transportation) return-to-work duty from substance 

abuse treatment. These employees may be returned to work in a non-DOT position  

 

● Po5120- ASSIGNMENT WITHIN DISTRICT 

A. Only editorial changes 

 

● Po5517.01- BULLYING AND OTHER AGGRESSIVE BEHAVIOR TOWARDS STUDENTS 

A. Added definition to current policy regarding bullying and harassment  

B. Editorial changes 

C. The district provides training and restorative practices annually with staff before the 

start of the school year 

 



No further questions or comments, or discussion. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 10:33 AM  By Andrea Jacobson  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

RPS Building and Site Committee Minutes 
Sept 18, 2025 

Meeting Location: Administration Building                                            Meeting Time: 8:30 a.m. 

Attendance: Allison Clements, Joanne Gerhard, Andrea Jacobson, Kelley Freridge, Jared Gauss, Nicole Smith, 
Thom Danckaert, and Shawn Hayward 

Absent: Tricia Anderson
 

Kelley Freridge called the meeting to order at 8:29 a.m. 

Kelley Freridge called for a moment of silence.  

Andrea Jacobson motioned to approve the agenda. Kelley Freridge seconded the motion. 

1. RHS Bleachers Concept- Thom Danckaert presented the need to replace the gym bleachers.  RHS 
bleachers are original to the building from 1992. This replacement will bring the bleachers into 
compliance with current ADA standard. Thom detailed the plan to remove and replace the flooring 
underneath the bleachers due to sagging from years of the weight of the bleachers.  The whole gym floor 
will be refinished before the new bleachers will be installed. This project will be funded with Sinking 
Fund. 
 

2. RHS Elevator Concept- Thom Danckaert detailed that the elevator by the pool will be replaced with a 
new elevator and pulley system. The elevator shaft will remain. The funds for this project will come 
from Sinking Fund. 
 

3. RHS Boilers Concept- Nicole Smith detailed the removal and replacement of the boiler system to a more 
efficient system.  The boilers are original to the school and are at end of useful life. This project will 
replace the two large boilers with three smaller more efficient boilers.  The replacement will leave room 
for a possible fourth to be added if needed with RHS expansions. This replacement was planned as part 
of the 2019 Bond and will be paid with the 2019 Bond proceeds. 
 

4. 2026 Paving Concept- Nicole Smith presented the areas for repaving in 2026.  The RHS Senior lot, 
West parking lot, bus loop, and drive behind the school will be repaved.  Crestwood Elementary School 
will have the North parking lot and front drive repaved. These projects will be paid for with funds from 
Sinking Fund. 
 
 

Meeting adjourned at 9:02 a.m. 

 



 

RPS Board of Education Finance Committee Minutes 
October 7, 2025 

Meeting Location: Administration Building                                            Meeting Time: 7:30 a.m. 

Attendance: Allison Clements, Jarrod Folsom, Jake Himmelspach, Barb Helms, Gayla Fox, Jared Gauss, 
Nicole Smith, and Joanne Gerhard 

 

Jake Himmelspach called the meeting to order at 7:31 a.m. Jake Himmelspach called for a moment of silence.  

Barb Helms motioned to approve the agenda. Jake Himmelspach seconded the motion. 

1. RHS Stage Turntable- Gayla Fox presented the need for Rockford High School to purchase a motor and 
mechanics to power the turntable stage that was installed last year.  Due to the specialization of the 
project and lack of multiple vendors, one quote is provided.  The cost of the project is $53,805.00 to 
come out of proceeds from the 2019 Bond 

 
2. RHS Bleachers Concept and Elevator Concept- Nicole Smith presented the need to replace the gym 

bleachers.  RHS bleachers are original to the building from 1992.  This replacement will bring the 
bleachers into compliance with current ADA standards.  Nicole detailed the plan to remove and replace 
the flooring underneath the bleachers due to sagging from years of weight from bleacher use.  The whole 
gym floor will be refinished before the new bleachers will be installed. Nicole Smith presented the 
replacement of the elevator by the pool.  A new elevator and pulley system will be installed.  The 
elevator shaft will remain. Both projects are out for bid.  The funds for this project will come from 
Sinking Fund. 
 

3. RHS Boilers Concept- Nicole Smith detailed the removal and replacement of the boiler system to a 
more efficient system.  The boilers are original to the school and are at end of useful life. This project 
will replace the two large boilers with three smaller more efficient boilers.  The replacement will leave 
room for a possible fourth to be added if needed with any potential RHS expansions. This replacement 
was planned as part of the 2019 Bond and will be paid with the 2019 Bond proceeds. 
 

4. 2026 Paving Paving Concept- Nicole Smith presented the areas for repaving in 2026.  The RHS Senior 
lot, West parking lot, bus loop, and drive behind the school will be repaved.  Crestwood Elementary 
School will have the North parking lot and front drive repaved. These projects will be paid for with funds 
from Sinking Fund. 

 
5. Other- Discussion centered around the collecting and utilizing of Sinking Fund and Bond dollars. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:58 a.m. 



 

 

RPS Board of Education Curriculum and Instruction Council 
October 9, 2025 

Meeting Location:  Administration Building  Meeting Time:  7:30 a.m. 

Attendance:  Mike Ramm, Barb Helms, Jarrod Folsom, Maggie Thelen (7:53) and Crystal Schueller (recorder). Christie 
Ramsey was not in attendance. 

 

Jarrod Folsom called the meeting to order at 7:32 a.m. 
 

Welcome 
Mike Ramm welcomed all in attendance and shared the purpose of the Board Curriculum and Instruction Council 
meetings are to engage the RPS Board of Education (BOE) committee members in meaningful dialogue surrounding 
district, student learning-focused topics and initiatives.  
  

Instructional Department 25/26 Focus Areas 
RAMS XII Strategic Plan Pillar 1: Academic Excellence 
 
Topic Objective: 

● Share with the committee the specific 2025-26 student learning focused initiatives.  

Summary: 
Five student learning focused initiatives for the 2025-26 school year are: 

● Professional Learning Communities:  The PLC process is the engine of our student learning focused work.   
Now in our 5th year of deep commitment, data based decision making, intervention/extension, and 
instructional inquiry are aspects that lead this year’s overall focus areas. 

● Tiered Instruction: This approach allows the district to target the 30% of students who are not considered 
proficient based on state and assessment results. An example is the adoption of intervention time in the high 
school schedule this school year that allows students to visit teachers for additional support and enrichment 
in specific content areas. Teachers are focused on helping students work toward mastery while encouraging a 
growth mindset. 

● Student Engagement: Administrators are supporting teachers to be reflective of their teaching styles and 
finding ways to provide professional development around promoting high levels of instruction and increasing 
student engagement. 

● Multi-Tiered System of Supports (MTSS) Behavior Intervention: Four elementary schools and both middle 
schools implemented MTSS this school year which teaches clear behavioral expectations and uses a 
data-driven approach to provide increasingly targeted interventions. The expected outcome for this year is 
that we will establish a baseline. 

● Collaborative Team Effectiveness: Every teacher is on a team in their building and at the district level which is 



strengthening the collaborative outcomes to focus student learning.    

 
State and Benchmark Student Achievement Results 
RAMS XII Strategic Plan 1.A.4 Data Response/Assessment 
  
Topic Objective: 

● Highlight student achievement trends and our data reflection process for the three main types of student 

assessments.  

Summary:  
In September, district leadership, building administrators, and instructional coaches came together to analyze the 
most recent state and national student assessment data. Overall, the trends in ELA and math show increases over 
previous years.  The five year trend shows increases annualy.  Review of data will continue as it often identifies grade 
level gaps and room for curriculum improvement while also highlighting how curriculum changes make positive 
impacts in student learning and achievement. 

 

Artificial Intelligence in the Educational Environment  
RAMS XII Strategic Plan 1.A.3 Student Engagement   

Topic Objective:   

● Explain to the committee the current Rockford Public Schools Artificial Intelligence approach. 
 

Summary:  
Mike and Maggie explained how Rockford Public Schools is beginning to introduce artificial intelligence in the district 

and ensure it is used responsibly and ethically. District leadership is planning an AI series to equip teachers with 

knowledge and tools for student learning and differentiated instruction. Building a more robust district policy will be 

essential and once ready, the policy will be provided to the appropriate committees. 

Maggie provided a demonstration of a Google AI tool called Notebook LM that will be provided to district teachers. 

 

PowerSchool Student Information System Transition   
RAMS XII Strategic Plan 5.B.1 Updated Communication Platforms  

Topic Objective:  

● Share with the committee the topic, rationale, desired characteristics, and timeline for implementing a new 
Student Information Management System.    
 

Summary: 
RPS has used Skyward as its Student Information System for decades and while it has served the district well, the 
decision was made to explore alternate options to allow for a better experience for district staff and stakeholders. 
After reviewing many options, the committee tasked with the project has made the decision to move forward with 
recommending PowerSchool.  

PowerSchool is used by as much as 70% of schools in Michigan, which suggests that it is a solid, proven product. A 
recent deep dive with district staff left attendees feeling very optimistic about the platform. Contract negotiations 
have begun and the hope is to provide a recommendation to the board in November, begin integration in January, 
and be ready for full implementation for Fall 2026. 

Jarrod adjourned the meeting at 8:48 a.m.   



Human Resources Department
    Dr. Korie Wilson-Crawford, Assistant Superintendent 

350 N. Main Street Rockford, MI 49341
Phone: 616.863.6554 Fax: 616.863.6355

www.rockfordschools.orgrg

HUMAN RESOURCES COMMITTEE MEETING
8:30 a.m. Administration Office
October 8, 2025

Present: Jarrod Folsom (for Tricia Anderson), Kelley Freridge, Christie Ramsey,                                    
Dr. Korie Wilson-Crawford, Jill Avink (recorder).        

cc: Board members
Central office administrators

SUMMARY AGENDA ITEMS
Korie Wilson-Crawford welcomed everyone.  Kelley Freridge called the meeting to 
order at 8:28 am

Welcome

Christie moved the approval of the October 8, 2025, meeting agenda. Jarrod
Supported

Approval of
10/08/2025 agenda

Jarrod moved the approval of June 3, 2025 minutes. Christie Supported Approval of 
06/03/2025 Minutes

RESPA negotiated and settled on the 2025-2026 wage reopener which will go 
to the board for approval on October 13th.  Korie showed comps in the county 
to see where RPS falls.

REA also negotiated and settled on the 2025-2026 wage reopener which will 
also go to the board for approval on October 13th.  Korie showed comps in the 
county to see the improvements that the district has made to attract and retain 
teachers.

Korie shared that our non-affiliated employees will also see a wage 
adjustment to be competitive with other districts.

The district eliminated 19 teaching positions with retirements and resignations 
by moving staff into assignments to accommodate enrollment in the district. 
Korie is actively managing staffing levels.

A question was asked about the rising cost of health insurance and the impact 
on the RPS employees.  Korie shared the 2026 Messa rates.

RESPA Wage 
Tentative Agreement

REA Wage Tentative 
Agreement

Non-Affiliated Wage 
Adjustment

Staff Levels 2025-
2026

Other

Kelley Freridge adjourned the meeting at 8:35 am Adjournment



Instruction Department
Mike Ramm, Assistant Superintendent

350 N. Main Street Rockford, MI 49341

Phone: 616.863.6556 Fax: 616.866.1911

Memorandum
To: Dr. Steve Matthews

From: Mike Ramm, Assistant Superintendent of Instruction

Date: October 8, 2025

Subject: Fall 2025 Student Achievement

Dr. Matthews,

Rockford Public Schools uses state and benchmark assessments as one indicator of measuring the overall
effectiveness of increasing student learning in our system.  The assessment results indicate the health of
teaching and learning systems in our district and also identify strength and focus areas.  Our most
important district collective goal is to always ensure high levels of learning and experiences for all
students and this year’s student achievement data again show increased overall proficiency.  Our
district’s student achievement is on the rise and our teachers and building administrators continue to
make a meaningful impact.      

Now five full years into the Professional Learning Communities Process, our system is producing reliable
and increased results.   During the RPS Board of Education presentation on Monday night, I will share
district data trends as well as elements of instructional response.  I am excited about the learning
experience that our students receive in Rockford Public Schools as our system is healthy, yet clear on our
next steps to further ensure high levels of learning for every student.   

Included in this packet are the slides I will share with the RPS Board of Education and I look forward to
highlighting evidence of the RPS staff’s continued commitment to student learning and our focused
collaborative practices.    

Respectfully,

Mike Ramm

www.rockfordschools.org
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